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PREFATORY NOTE

With 1784 the Continental Congress entered upon a new
phase of its existence. The pressure of war definitely re-

moved and the ratification of peace accomplished, the

fundamental weakness of the Confederation became more
apparent daily. Representation in Congress, never very

regular, became a difficulty, increasingly prominent, which

forced Congress, in June of this year, to take refuge in the

expedient of a Committee of the States (consisting of one

delegate from each), clothed with limited powers but func-

tioning as a legislative substitute. The other delegates

returned to the States to arouse a more lively interest in

the central governing body without which, it was plain,

the national organization would disintegrate and the union,

which had been enforced by mihtary necessity, collapse for

want of civil poUtical cohesion.

Settlement of the Army's accounts, with their vexed

problems of half-pay and commutation, together with the

joint responsibility of the States and Congress in the matter,

brought the powers of Congress into question and bid fair

to open up disagreements which would lead into govern-

mental quagmires of serious possibilities.

The cessions of western lands and a government for the

new territory to be organized from them became matters of

importance, but they were not carried far toward solution

during 1784. Obtaining possession of the frontier posts

from the British and the measures for garrisoning them by
United States troops created the problem of a standing

army, and Indian affairs became inextricably entangled with

the mihtary aspect of this problem,
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VI PREFATORY NOTE

Finance, payment of the public debt, and efforts toward

economies, through reducing the expense of the civil list,

took their places among the vexatious but important diffi-

culties, while foreign commerce and the navigation of the

Mississippi River obtruded themselves as diplomatic ques-

tions of undoubted longevity and awkward character.

Progress was made with the domestic problems of the New
Hampshire grants, Connecticut's claim to Pennsylvania

lands, and the Massachusetts-New York boundary, but the

matter of permanently locating the seat of the National

Government was brought no nearer a definite conclusion.

As the weakness of the Congress became more and more

manifest, that body developed an increasing sensitiveness

as to its dignity and importance which, at times, appears

almost peevish. The creation of the Committee of the

States, though necessary, was a frank recognition of impo-

tence. It marked the beginning of the end, and when
Congress reassembled in November it was plain that it had

lost ground as a legislative power which it could never hope

to recover.

The copy for the year 1784 was prepared and sent to the

printer by the late Gaillard Hunt, then chief of the Manu-
script Division of the Library of Congress, but unforseen

exigencies respecting the printing fund compelled postpone-

ment of publication from year to year until now. As pre-

pared, the copy has been slightly amended and a few foot-

notes added; it has been seen through the press, proof-read,

indexed, and the Bibliographic Notes compiled by

J. C. FiTZPATRICK

Acting Chief, Manuscript Division

Herbert Putnam
Librarian of Congress



JOURNALS OF THE
CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

1784

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 1784.

Six states only attending, nanaely, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia and North Caro-

lina; and from the State of New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel]

Foster, and from the state of Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah

Townley] Chase, the President adjourned Congress till ten

o'clock to-morrow.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Pensylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and
North CaroUna; and from the State of New Hampshire, Mr.
[Abiel] Foster, and from the state of South CaroHna, Mr.
[Jacob] Read.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Samuel]

Osgood, Mr. [Arthur] Lee and Mr. [Charles] Morris, to

whom was referred a memorial of PhHip Moore:
Resolved, That the following form of sea-letters be granted

for the ship United States, belonging to the memoriaUst and
others:

Most Serene, Serene, Most Puissant, Puissant, High, Illustrious,

Noble, Honorable, Venerable, Wise and Prudent Lords, Em-
perors, Kings, Republics, Princes, Dukes, Earls, Barons, Lords,

Burgomasters, Schepens, Coimcillors, as also Judges, Officers,

Justiciaries and Regents of all the good cities and places, whether
ecclesiastical or secular, who shall see these Patents or hear them
read:

We the United States of America in Congress assembled, make
known that Mr. James Moore, supercargo of the ship called " The
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2 Journals of Congress

United States," of the burthen of three hxindred tons, or thereabouts,

at present navigated by Captain Thomas Bell, is of the United States

of America, and as we wish to see the said James Moore, supercargo,

prosper in his lawful affairs, our prayer is to all the before mentioned,

and to each of them separately, where the said James Moore shall

arrive with his vessel and cargo, that they may please to receive the

said supercargo with goodness, and to treat him in a becoming man-
ner, permitting him, upon the usual tolls and expences in passing and
repassing, to pass, navigate and frequent the ports, passes and ter-

ritories, to the end, to transact his business where, and in what man-
ner he shall judge proper. In testimony whereof, &c.

The Committee [Mr. Thomas Jefferson, Mr. Elbridge Gerry and

Mr. Hugh Williamson] appointed to revise the files of reports and

appointment of Committees, and to report what matters will require

the attention of Congress previous to an adjournment, have revised

the files of Reports, digested them imder five heads and agreed to

the following report thereon

:

The first head comprehends important reports requiring the assent

of 9 States; these relate to the ratification of the Definitive Treaty,

the military arrangements in time of peace, the civil arrangements

foreign and Domestic, the territories on our Western border, and the

definition of the powers proper for a committee of the States, which

several matters are thought essential for the consideration of Con-

gress before their adjournment.

The second head comprehends reports which also require the assent

of 9 States; they relate to matters of acct. and particular claims for

money, which may probably be despatched in those short intervals

or portions of the day in which it may not be convenient to discuss

the first great subjects. Many of them however are such as ought

not to detain Congress, whenever they shall be ready for adjoiuTi-

ment.

The third head comprehends reports, which may be acted on by
7 States and which therefore may be taken up by Congress imme-
diately.

The fourth comprehends those which should be postponed to

another Session, some of them being not at all pressing and others

not yet matured for determination.

The fifth comprehends those reports which, having been rendered

useless by subsequent events may be postponed generally.
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The Committee having not had time yet to revise the appoint-

ment of Committees, and to arrange their objects under the same
heads, beg leave to report again, when they shall have made further

progress.*

The Committee [Mr. Richard Peters, Mr. Hugh Williamson and

Mr. Arthur Lee] to whom was referred Mr. Blaine Letters of the 25

February, 1783,

Report

—

That it appear to your Committee that the regulations of the

If January 1780 for the Commisaries of purchases Department
allowing two p cent for all merchantable provisions purchased in

twenty fold the prices they were sold at in the year 1774 could not

be carried into effect and was virtually repealed by the act of Congress

of the 18 march following rating the value of Continental money at

forty for one. But as the Commissioner for settling the accounts of

that department cannot dispence with said Regulations without an

act of Congress, your Committee recommend the following resolve.

That the accounts of the Commissary of purchase department be
settled without any regard to the Resolution of the 1°.' January,

1781, respecting the allowance of two pf Ct for all merchantable
provision purchased on twenty fold the prices they were sold at in

the year 1774, as if the same had never passed.

With regard to that part of M? Blaine's Letter resquesting an
acknowledgement for his services to allow his travelling Expences
your Committee are of opinion that aa he doca not particulariao

hia domanda they cannot determine whether any or what gratuity

ohould bo made to him it cannot be granted.^

' This report, undated, in the WTiting of Thomas Jefferson, is in the Papers of
the Continental Congress, No. 23, folio 197. According to the record in Committee
Books 186 and 191, the committee was appointed December 19, 1783, "reported
in part and discharged" January 2, 1784.

' This report, in the writing of John Lewis Gervais, is in the Papers of the Con-
tinental Congress, No. 41, I, folio 451. The indorsement states that it was read
on this day and filed September 9, 1785.

On this day, according to the indorsement, was read a petition of inhabitants
of Kentucky. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, V, foUos
101-102.

Also, a letter of December 30, 1783, from John Sullivan with a letter of Novem-
ber 6, 1783, from the Legislature of New Hampshire. They were referred to
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 1784.

Congress assembled : Present the same as yesterday.

A letter, of the 17th December last, from Mr. F. Dana,

was read, informing Congress of his arrival at Boston, after a

passage of 95 days from Petersburg; and desiring to know
whether it is the expectation of the Congress, that he should

come on to the place of their sessions, and, without loss of

time, to render a more particular account of his late mission:

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded

by Mr. [Jacob] Read,

Resolved, That the president inform Mr. Dana, it is the

desire of Congress to receive his communication, relative to

his mission to the Court of Russia, and to the disposition of

that court towards the United States, as soon as the cir-

cumstances of his affairs and the season shall admit of his

attending Congress.'

The Committee consisting of M? [Abiel] Foster, M^ [Edward]

Hand and M? [William] Ellery, to whom was referred the petition of

Nathaniel Greenwood, report that the said petition, with its en-

closures, be referred to the Agent of Marine to report.^

[Motion of Elbridge Gerry and William Ellery.]

That the President be requested to inform the Plenipotentiaries of

the United States in Europe that the definitive treaty was received

in the interval of the adjournment of Congress, from Princeton to

Annapolis, that in consequence of the severity of the season and other

circumstances seven States only have as yet assembled. That they

Mr. [William] EUery, Mr. [Edward] Hand, and Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight.

Committee Book No. 186 gives as additional members of the committee Mr.
[Thomas] Jefferson and Mr. [Arthur] Lee and says that a report was made Janu-

ary 9. Sullivan's letter is in No. 44, folios 207-216; the letter of the legislature

on foUos 203-206.

' This resolution and the preamble were also entered in the Secret Journal,

Foreign Affairs.

' This report, in the writing of Abiel Foster, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 527. The indorsement states that it was read on this

day and agreed to on January 9.
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are unanimously desirous of ratifying the treaty. That the measure

will be considered as soon as nine States shall be represented in

Congress, and there is every reason to oapcot the ratification will bo

immediately adopted not the least doubt but that the definitive

treaty will be immediately ratified, but as the ratification may not

arrive in time to our Ministers Congress are apprehensive of injurious

consequences unless the term for exchanging the Treaty should be

enlarged.'

[Report of M'- Thomas Jefferson, Mr. Hugh Williamson, Mr. Jacob

Read, Mr. Elbridge Gerry and Mr. David Howell relative to ratifi-

cation of the definitive treaty.]

Whereas it is stipulated in the Definitive treaty of Peace between

the United States of America and his Britannic Majesty, that the

ratifications of the said treaty shall be exchanged on or before the

third day of March next, and there now remains before that period

little more time than is requisite for the passage of the said ratifica-

tion across the Atlantic; and Congress consisting at present but of 7

states, these differ in opinion, some of them considering 9 as requisite

under the Confederation to the establishment of every treaty,

while others are of opinion, that 9 having ratified the Pro-

visional treaty and instructed their Ministers to enter into a Defini-

tive one, conformable thereto, which is accordingly done, seven may
under these particular circumstances ratify what has been so declared

by 9 to have their approbation, and those of the former opinion,

being equally desirous with the latter that no power which it may be

supposed they possess should remain unexercised for the final ratifi-

cation of this instrument, provided it may be done, with the preserva-

tion of good faith towards the other contracting party and without

importing that Congress has given any express opinion that the said

ratification is authorized by the Confederation.

Resolved therefore, That the states now present in Congress do
declare their approbation and so far as they have power their ratifi-

cation of the said treaty that the Ratification in the usual form be

duly attested under the seal of the states and transmitted to our

Ministers with instructions to keep the same uncommunicated and to

' This motion, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry and William EUery, is in the

Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 25, II, folio 327. It is undated but be-

longs to tUs period.
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propose to the other contracting party, a convention extending the

time for the exchange of ratifications 3 months further, that the said

Ministers be informed that so soon as 9 states shall be present in

Congress the said treaty shall be submitted to them and their ratifi-

cation when obtained shall be transmitted also; that if they should

receive the ratification by 9 states before the ultimate point of time

allowed for exchange this alone be used and the former cancelled;

that if it should not be received in time, they then produce the act

of the 7 states and give the same in exchange informing the other

contracting party that the said treaty came to hand when Congress was

not in session. That 7 states only had yet assembled; that this

ratification has been expedited with their unanimous consent and

offering it in exchange for theirs with -an - aaauranoe-that-it will-bo

followed by another, expedited in all ita forma by -nine -otatoa, ao

also. '

[Mr Jacob Read's motion, January 3?, 1784; Referred to the Post-

master General to report.]

That the Postmaster be instructed to order the post riders who
meet at Annapolis with the Northern and Southern Mails severally

to remain a night at Annapolis in order to give the Members of

Congress an opportunity to examine and answer their despatches

by the returns of the post.'

MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Rhode Is-

land, Pensylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and North

Carolina; and from the state of New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel]

Foster, and from South Carolina, Mr. [Jacob] Read.

On motion of Mr. [William] Ellery, seconded by Mr.

[David] HoweU,

' This report, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 29, folios 327-329. The indorsement states that on January

14, 1784, it was "rendered useless by the ratification this day by 9 states" and

was ordered "to be filed." It was read, the indorsement states, on this day.

A duplicate rough draft is on folio 330.

' This motion, in the writing of Jacob Read, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 36, II, folio 281. The indorsement states that it was made on this

day and a copy sent to the Postmaster at Philadelphia.
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Resolved, That the appoiutmcnt election of the five com-

mittees, directed to be appointed on this day, by the resolu-

tion of the 17 June, 1782, be postponed till the first Monday
in February next.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Arthur]

Lee, Mr. [Hugh] Williamson and Mr. [WilUam] Ellery, to

whom was referred a memorial from Gustavus Conyngham,
praying for the renewal of a commission of captain in the

navy of the United States, received from the commissioners in

Paris, in 1777, and lost by him, or to be reinstated in his

former situation.

Resolved, That the prayer of the said memorialist cannot be

granted, such commissions being intended for temporary

expeditions only, and not to give rank in the navy.^

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [William]

Ellery, Mr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr. [Ralph] Izard, Mr. [Richard]

Peters and Mr. [James] McHenry, to whom was referred a

letter from the Commander in chief, of 28 August, con-

taining a proposal from the Secretary of the PoKsh Order of

Knights of Divine Providence, that Congress should nomi-

nate a number of suitable persons to be created Knights

of the said Order.

Resolved, That the late Commander in Chief, be requested

to inform the ChevaUer Jean de Heintz, Secretary of the

order of Divine Providence, that Congress entertain a high

Hcnao of the honour-done them by are sensible of the atten-

tion of that Order, in proposing to them to nominate a num-
ber of suitable persons to be created Knights of the Order of

Divine Providence; but that Congress cannot, consistently

with the principles of the Confederation, accept of their

obliging proposal.^

' This report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, I, folio 621.

' This report, in the writing of Ralph Izard, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 45; the words crossed out are in the report and do not
appear in the Journal. On this or an approximate date was read a letter of Jan-
uary 4 from Wallace and Muir. It is in No. 78, XXIV, folio 413.
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ANNAPOLIS, JANUARY 5, 1784.

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh] Williamson,

Mr. [George] Partridge and Mr. [Arthur] Lee, appointed

to prepare a letter to the Ministers of the United States

in Paris, reported a draught, which was agreed to as

foUows:

I am directed to inform you that the definitive Treaty

after a very long passage arrived during an adjournment

of Congress from Princeton to this place. No more than

seven States are yet assembled; these are unanimously

desirous to ratify the Treaty, and the measure will be

taken up as soon as nine States are assembled. In the

mean while as the weather is severe and travelling

extremely difficult from a heavy fall of snow, it is to be

feared the ratification may not arrive in the time

limited for the exchange To obviate any inconvcn

icuco that may arise from sueh accident I am to ro

quest you will attempt to negotiate an cxtcnaion of

the

—

time—fixed—i©¥

—

the exchange of ratificationa

by the addition of two months [and that inconven-

iences may arise unless the time for exchanging the

ratification should be extended.] ^

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present the same as yesterday.

The committee, consisting of Mr. [David] Howell, Mr.

[Elbridge] Gerry and Mr. [Eleazer] McComb, to whom was

referred a letter of 22 November, from the postmaster

general, with sundry papers enclosed therein, respecting the

' This report, in the writing of Hugh Williamson, except the part in brackets,

which is in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 25, II, folio 325. It was entered only in Secret Journal No. 4 (p. 230)

and in Secret Journal No. 6, Vol. Ill (p. 209). The words lined out so appear in

the report but were not entered on the Journal.
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robbery of the mail at Princeton, report the following state

of facts

:

"That about nine o'clock in the evening of the 30th of

October last, the mail for the eastward was closed and laid

on the counter, in the post oflfice, that the post-rider came

into the office, and passed into a room adjoining, with the

postmaster, leaving the mail on the counter, and a lighted

candle near it, without any one in the office, the door lead-

ing into the street and the room adjoining being open; that

under these circumstances some person entered the office

at the front door, extinguished the candle and carried off

the mail; that some days after the robbery of the mail, it

was found in a meadow near Princetown, and returned to

the general post-office; that the maU contained a large

packet of notes, signed by Michael HUlegas, treasurer, aed:

franked by the suporintondant of finance and other valu-

able effects, none of which were missing; but that five or

six letters were lost, and several franked by members of

Congress were broke open. Upon which state of facts the

committee conceive that the interests of individuals, the

revenue of the post office, and the national honor, are

intimately concerned in the safety and preservation of the

public mails, and of the letters, packets and despatches

committed to the post-office." Whereupon,

Resolved, That a copy [of the letters and papers referred

to the committee, be transmitted to the supreme executive

of the State of New Jersey, who are requested to order a

strict enquiry into the conduct of John Harrison, post-

master at Princetown, and James Martin, post-rider, rela-

tive to the premises; to ascertain whether and how far they

were culpable in the loss of the mail; to discover, if possible,

the perpetrators of the robbery, and to transmit the result

of such enquiry to Congress.]
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2°''. Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to

the Legislatures of the several States to enact adequate

laws for the security of the public maUs and of the

letters, packets and despatches committed to the Post

offices within their respective jurisdictions.

3''''. Resolved, That the President issue a Proclama-

tion offering a reward of 300 dollars to be paid out of

the public Treasury and charged on the Revenue of the

Post office to any person or persons who shall appre-

hend and secure in any of the goals in the United States

the perpetrator or perpetrators of the aforesaid robbery,

so that he or they may be thereof legally convicted,

and brought to condign punishment, and promising the

same reward, with an indemnity to any person, who
being an accompUce shall give information and evidence

whereby any principal offender or offenders shall be

convicted as aforesaid.

[Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed to

inform Congress, to whom the mail was delivered when
found, and whose hands it passed through till lodged in

the general post office; that he also be directed to give

positive orders to the several postmasters, and post-riders,

to take the most effectual care of the letters, packets, des-

patches and mails committed to them respectively, as any

neglect or misconduct in that department will meet with

no indulgence from Congress.] ^

' The report, in the writing of a clerk, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 19, III, folio 83. The parts in brackets was entered in the Journal

by Henry Remsen, Jun. but the 2d and 3d resolves are in the report only

and were not entered in the Journal. The Postmaster General's letter is in No.

61, foUo 155.

On this day, according to the indorsement, was read a memorial from the

public creditors in and near Philadelphia and referred to Mr. [Samuel] Osgood,

Mr. [Hugh] Williamson and Mr. [James] Tilton. It is in No. 41, II, folios 156,

160. See post, January 15.
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The Committee, consisting of M'' [Elbridge] Gerry, M'' [Richard]

Peters and M'' [Abiel] Foster, to whom was referred a letter of the
7"^ of Sept. last submit the following report

Resolved, That an -unaigncd a copy of a letter purporting to bo from

Colonel Jolm Allen to Congress of the 7'" September be transmitted

to the legislature Supreme executive of Massachusetts, who are

authorized requested to take effectual measures for ascertaining

whether any encroachments are made on their eastern boundaries,

constituting those of the United States, and if made by the aubjccts

of any foreign power to prohibit them in the name of the aaid atatea

by proclamation or othcrwiao giving the earliest information thereof

to Congress,

And the legislature are also requested to discharge any ballance

that may be due to Col Allen for necessary services
Postponed "^

,. . . ,.
, tt

and supplies m supermtendmg the eastern Indian

Department
Resolved, That the monies advanced by the State of Massachusetts

in pursuance of the proceeding resolution, be allowed by the Superin-

tendant of finance in part payment of the requisitions
Postponed i.„^i. i-i- i ,

of 1782 tor supplymg the contmental treasury'

The Superintendent of Finance to whom was referred the letter of

Charles Stewart of the twenty-ninth of October begs leave to report.

That the same letter was upon the reference thereof transmitted

to the Commissioner for adjusting the accounts of the Commissary's

Department, and his answer was made on the fourth Instant a copy
whereof is now enclosed.

All which is humbly submitted.

RoBT. Morris.^

' This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers oj the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 55. It was postponed on this day, the indorse-

ment states, and "rendered useless by the resolution of January 29, 1784." See

post, January 29.

* This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 137, III, folio 267.

It was presented and read December 22, 1783, and, on January 6, as the

indorsement states, it was referred to Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr. (William]

EUery, and Mr. [Samuel] Osgood. According to Committee Book, No. 186, the

Committee was renewed April 7, and, apparently Osgood was then dropped
and Mr. [Roger] Sherman put in his place. See post, April 15
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present as before.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present as before.

On motion of Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by Mr.

[William] EUery,

Resolved, That Monday next be assigned for the election

of a chaplain to Congress.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Elbridge]

Gerry, Mfr-Jamce Duanc, Mr. [Arthur] Lee and Mr. [Jere-

miah Townley] Chase, to whom was referred a memorial of

Jan Hendrick Christian Heinekin, one of the agents of the

Prussian ship Minerva, touching a decree of the court of

appeals in cases of capture:

Resolved, That the memorial of Jan Hendrick Christian

Heinekin, with the papers accompanying it, be referred to

the judges of the court of appeals in Admiralty cauHCB cases

of capture, to report to Congress (as speedily as may be, the

facts and reasons on which they founded the dooroo com
plained of in the said memorial.—[Copies of the proofs

and proGoodtngs together with a state of the case to

enable Congress - to understand the reasons and - grounds
on whioh the decree, &c.) -wa3 founded] proceedings,

proofs and judgment in the above-mentioned cause).

^

On the report of the committee, consisting of Mr. [Samuel]

Osgood, Mr. [Arthur] Lee and Mr. [James] Tilton, to whom
was referred a petition of Thomas Sudler, setting forth, that

his dweUing-house was, on the 6 of February, 1781, plundered

1 The report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, except the part in brackets which

is in David Howell's writing, and that in parenthesis which is in Jacob Read's

writing, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, III, folios 120 and

1213^. The line typed words are in the report and not in the Journal.

Heinekin's memorial is in No. 41, IV, foUo 199, and a copy is in No. 41, VI,

foUo 416.
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and robbed by the British; and that he lost several conti-

nental certificates to the amount of two thousand three

hundred dollars, exclusive of interest, which were dated

about the 2d of March, 1779, and praying that certificates

of the same tenor and date may be issued to him.

Keport that justice does not require, nor does the interest of the

United States admit that Congress should become responsible for

casualties of the like nature.'

Resolved, That the certificates being made payable to the

bearer, and probably at this time in circulation, the prayer

of the petition cannot be granted.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh]

WUhamson, Mr. [James] Tilton and Mr. [James] Monroe,

to whom were referred the memorial of Captain Houdin, of

the 2d Massachusetts regiment, and that of Lieutenant

Thacher of the same, praying for promotion,

Resolved, That the definitive treaty of peace being signed,

nearly the whole of the army discharged, and the Com-
mander in Chief having resigned his commission, it is in-

expedient to make the promotion requested.^

The Committee, consisting of [Mr. David Howell, Mr. Arthur

Lee and Mr. Samuel Osgood] to whom was referred the address of

the people called Quakers, presented to Congress on the 8* day of

October, 1783, by a deputation on behalf of the yearly meeting

held in Philadelphia, for Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and
the western parts of Maryland and Virginia, submit the following

Report.

Resolved, That Congress consider this address from so respectable

a part of the people called Quakers as a testimony of their sincere

concern for the coaential good of their Country the rights of mankind,
and of their respect for those with whom the powers of Government
are entrusted.

' The report, in the writing of Hugh Williamson and Elbridge Gerry, is in

the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, III, folio 191.

' The report, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the Papers o] the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, V, foho 439. Sudler's petition is in No. 43, VII, folio

170.
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Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislature of the several

States to enact such laws as to their wisdom may appear best calcu-

lated to compass the object of the second article in the association

entered into, and subscribed by the Delegates of the United Colonies

in Congress assembled on the 20* Day of October 1774.'

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present as before.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [William]

Ellery, Mr. [Edward] Hand and Mr. [Richard Dobbs]

Spaight, to whom was referred a memorial of the late Major-

General Sullivan:

The Committee consisting of M' [William] Ellery, M"' [Edward]

Hand and M'' [Richard Dobbs] Spaight to whom was referred the

memorial of the late Major General John Sullivan with its enclosures,

submit the following Resolves

:

Whereas, in the Act of Congress passed the of April, 1780,

allowing depreciation to the line of the Army on their original pay

it is provided, "That no person shall have benefit of this resolution

except such as were engaged during the War or for three years and

are now in service or shall hereafter engage during the War," and

the Memorialist had resigned and was not in service on the 11'?

day of April, 1780, and whereas on the 2i day of August, 1781,

Congress passed a negative on the following question: "That it be

recommended to the State of New Hampshire to make good to

Genl. Sullivan the depreciation of his pay for the time he continued

in service in the like manner as has been done for the Officers in the

line of the said State now in service." Therefore

—

Resolved, That Congress cannot consistently with those Acts allow

the Memorialist depreciation on his pay for the time he continued in

service—Postponed.

Ordered, That a petition of Nathaniel Greenwood for pay while

a Prisoner, be referred to the Agent of Marine to report.'

' This report, in the writing of a clerk, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 20, II, folio 169. The indorsement states that it was read Janu-

ary 7 and on "January 8, 1784, Question taken on this lost."

* This order was entered only in the journal kept by the Secretary of Congress

for the Superintendent of Finance: Morris Papers, Congressional Proceedings.

According to the record in Committee Book No. 186, a report was delivered

February 2.
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Resolved, That so much of the said memorial, as respects

the payment of fifteen hundred dollars, granted to him by
Congress, by their act of 31 July, 1781, be referred to the

Superintendant of finance, to take order.'

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 1784.

Only six states attending, viz. Massachusetts, Pensyl-

vania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and North CaroUna;

and from the State of New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel] Foster,

and from the State of Rhode Island, Mr. [William] EUery,

the President adjourned Congress till ten o'clock on Monday.

MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Rhode Is-

land, Pensylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and North

CaroUna; and from the State of New Hampshire, Mr.

[Abiel] Foster, and from the State of South Carolina, Mr.

[Jacob] Read.

Ordered, That the order of the day for olocting election

of a chaplain be postponed till Monday next.

The committee of the week [Mr. Richard Dobbs Spaight, Mr.

Edward Hand and Mr. James Monroe] are of opinion the within

memorial [of Captain F. Paschke] should be read in Congress.*

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present as yesterday; and from the

State of Connecticut, Mr. [Roger] Sherman and Mr. [James]

Wadsworth, who produced credentials under the seal of the

' This report, in the writing of Richard Dobbs Spaight, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 19, V, folio 453. Sullivan's memorial is in No. 41, IX,

folio 253.

2 This report, in the writing of Richard Dobbs Spaight, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 42, VI, folio 285. The memorial of Captain Pasclike,

dated January 11, 1784, is on folio 282. According to the indorsement it was
read January 12 and referred to Mr. [James] Tilton, Mr. [Arthur] Lee and Mr.

[David] Howell.
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State; by which it appears, that at a general assembly of

the governor and company of the said State, holden at New
Haven, on the second Thursday of October, 1783, the said

assembly did appoint Roger Sherman, esq. WilUam WiUiams,

esq. James Wadsworth, esq. and WilUam Hilhouse, esq.

delegates to represent that State in the Congress of the

United States of America, the year ensuing, in the room of

Samuel Huntington, esq. Oliver Wolcott, esq. Richard Law,

esq. and OUver Ellsworth, esq. resigned.

State of Connecticut

At a General Assembly of the Governor and Company of the State

of Connecticut, holden at New Haven on the second Thurs-
^^^^- day of October, 1783,

This assembly do appoint Roger Sherman, Esq^, William Wil-

liams, Esq?, James Wadsworth, Esq?, and William Hilhouse, Esq?,

Delegates to represent this State in the Congress of the United States

of America the year ensuing in the room of Samuel Huntington,

Esq?, Oliver Wolcott, Esq?, Richard Law, Esq?, and Oliver Elsworth,

Esq?, resigned.

A true Copy of Record.

Examin?.

By George Wyllts Secret ^^

Mr. J[ohn] Beatty, a delegate for New Jersey, attended,

and produced credentials; by which it appears, that in the

State of New Jersey, at Trenton, November 6, 1783, the

councU and assembly in joint meeting, proceeded to the

election of five delegates to represent that State in Congress,

when the hon. Jonathan Elmer, Silas Condict, John Stevens,

John Beatty and Samuel Dick, esqrs. were duly elected, and

empowered to represent and vote in behalf of that State in

the Congress of the United States of North America, until

' The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, Connecticut, Cre-

dentials of Delegates. It was entered in No. 179, Record of Credentials, and not

in the Journal.
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the 5th day of November next, unless a new appointment

shall sooner take place.

State of New Jersey, Trenton, Novr- 6" 178S.

The Council and Assembly in Joint Meeting proceeded to the

election of five Delegates to represent this State in Congress, when

The Hon"!' Jonathan Elmer

Silas Condict

John Stevens

John Beatty &
Samuel Dick Esquires were duly elected.

Resolved, therefore, That the said Jonathan Elmer, Silas Condict,

John Stevens, John Beatty and Samuel Dick Esquires, or any two

or more of them be empowered to represent and vote in behalf of

this State in the Congress of the United States of North America

until the fifth day of November next, unless a new appointment

shall sooner take place.

It is nevertheless expected that three of the Delegates do con-

stantly attend in Congress unless prevented by sickness or other

accident.

By Order of the Joint Meeting

Philemon Dickinson, Chairman}

The committee, consisting of Mr. [William] EUery, Mr.

[Edward] Hand, Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight, Mr. [Thomas]

Jefferson and Mr. [Arthur] Lee, to whom was referred a

letter of the 6 of November, from the legislature of New
Hampshire, on the subject of a memorial from the owners

of the private armed vessel called the brig McClary, respect-

ing the proceedings and sentence of the judges of the court

of appeals in cases of capture, in the case of the brig Lusan-

nah, captured by the said private armed vessel, called the

brigantine McClary; together with a letter from Mr. J.

Sullivan, agent for the proprietors of the said brig McClary,

' The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, New Jersey, Cre-

dentials of Delegates. It was entered in No. 179, Record of Credentials, and not

in the Journal.
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having made a report; and the said report, after debate,

being postponed,

A motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by
Mr. [Samuel] Osgood,

That the further consideration of the report be postponed

to the 1st Monday of AprU next; and that a copy of the

memorial and papoi's relative thereto be transmitted to the

present claimants of the brig Lusannah, to shew cause, if

any they have, why the prayer of the said memorial should

not be granted ; and in the mean time that all proceedings in

the sentence of the court of appeals, touching the premises,

ought to be stayed.^

Your Committee find that by a resolution of Congress of Nov- 25,

1775, it was recommended to the legislatures of the several states to

erect Courts for determining the cases of captures from the enemy
on the high seas, and it was declared that in all cases an appeal

should be allowed to Congress, or such persons as they should ap-

point for the trial of appeals.

That this resolution was complied with by the several states,

some of them ceding appeals to Congress on a larger and some on a

more contracted scale; and New Hampshire particularly, by their

act of Assembly of 1776, allowing them only in cases of captures by
armed vessels fitted out at the charge of the United States, and

reserving the appeal in all other cases to the Supreme Court of their

own State.

That the course of Congress was to appoint a Committee for the

trial of every Special appeal tiU the 30* Day of January, 1777,

when a standing Committee was appointed to hear and determine

appeals from the Courts of Admiralty in the respective states.

That the BrigantLne M' Clary, a private armed vessel owned by
John Penhallow and others, citizens of New Hampshire, captured

on the high seas in the month of November, 1777, the Brigantine

Lusanna, the subject of the present question, carried her into Pis-

cataqua in the State of New Hampshire and libelled her before the

' This motion, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 283. The letter of the New Hampshire legis-

lature is in No. 44, folio 203. Sullivan's letter is in folio 207.
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maritime Court of the said State, whereon the said vessel and cargo

were by the said court condemned.

That the claimants, Elisha Doane and others, prayed an appeal

to Congress, which being refused, they appealed to the Superior

Court of New Hampshire, where the sentence being confirmed they

again prayed an appeal to Congress which was refused, and the

sentence, carried into effect by a sale and distribution of the vessel

and cargo.

That on the Q'? Day of October, 1778, the said Elisha Doane
petitioned Congress for a revision of the said sentence, which peti-

tion being referred to the Committee of Appeals, they in May, 1779,

summoned the Libellants to appear before them in defence of their

committee on a hearing of both parties reported to CongrcaB that

That on the 22^ of the same month Congress resolved that certain

Resolutions of theirs of March 6''', 1779, relative to their controul

over all jurisdiction in cases of capture on the high seas should be

transmitted to the several states, where upon Congress by their

resotn.-of May 33, 1779, and they be respectively requested to take

effectual measures for conforming therewith.

That they were accordingly transmitted to the State of New
Hampshire, the legislature thereof by their act of Nov., 1779, ex-

tended the license of appeal to Congress to every case wherein any
subject of any foreign nation in amity with the United States should

be interested in the dispute, and allowed it no further.

That in May, 1780, a Court of Appeals was established by Congress

with jurisdiction over all matters respecting appeals in cases of

capture, then depending before Congress or the Commiss" of appeals,

consisting of Members of Congress.

That all these transactions were prior to the completion of the

Confederation which took place on the first day of March, 1781.

That on the l?'!" of September, 1783, the Court of Appeals pro-

ceeded to consider the case of the said Elisha Doane and others

against the Brig Liisanna, John Penhallow, Libellant, and to reverse

the said sentences passed by the inferior and superior courts of

New Hampshire.
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Whereupon your Committee, have Come to the following resolu-

tion:

Resolved, That the said capture having been made by citizens of

New Hampshire carried in and submitted to the jurisdiction of that

state before the completion of the Confederation, while appeals to

Congress in such cases were absolutely refused by their legislature,

neither Congress nor any persons deriving authority from them had

jurisdiction in the said case.'

A motion was made by Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase,

seconded by Mr. [Jacob] Read, to strike out the latter part,

viz. and in the mea,n time, &c. to the end:

And on the question, shall those words stand? the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. [Abiel] Foster,

Pennsylvania, 1

Mr. Mifflin, ay
|
ay

Hand, ay J

Delaware,
]

ay Mr. Tilton, no
[
div.

McComb, ay I

Maryland, 1

Mr. Chase, no
[
no

ay Lloyd, no I

Virginia, 1

Mr. Jefferson, ay I

ay Lee, ay

Monroe, noJ
North Carolina,

|

Mr. Spaight, ay J

*

So the question was lost and the words were struck out.

On the question to agree to the motion as amended, the

yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Abiel] Foster,

New Hampshire,

Mr. Foster,
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for settling the Marine Accounts, or of appointing a special Com-
missioner for that express purpose.

Since writing that letter the Commissioner on the marine accounts

having been obliged in the course of his business to look at the com-
mercial and secret committee accounts, has not only discovered some
balances due to the United States; but has reported other matters

which shew in a strong point of light the necessity of examining and

settling those accounts. I think they could be more easily, speedUy

and effectually settled by that gentleman than by any other, and

therefore the submitting of them to him, might be eligible in an

economical point of view.

I come now, Sir, to observe (which I am sorry to do) that my
report on M^ Cowper's case must necessarily be suspended until

after a reference to the Commissioner appointed to adjust the accounts

of the Secret and Commercial Committees, I shall be possessed of

such a state of facts as will enable me to report with propriety.

Before I close this letter, I must also observe that as the accounts

in question originated with and were under the superintendance of

Members of Congress, it is a kind of Duty, which Congress in their

political capacity owe to themselves, to trace the applications of

money thro' those channels with the same attention which has very

properly been appHed to other public expenditures.'

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Rhode Is-

land, Connecticut, Pensylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir-

ginia, North Carolina and South Carolina; Mr. [Richard]

Beresford having this day taken his seat ; and from the State

of New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel] Foster, and from New Jersey

Mr. [John] Beatty.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Thomas]

Jefferson, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. [William] Ellery, Mr.

[Jacob] Read and Mr. [Benjamin] Hawkins, to whom were

referred the definitive treaty of peace between the United

' This report is in the Papers oj the Continental Congress, No. 137, III, foUo 415.

According to the indorsement it was read this day and referred to Mr. [David]

Howell, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase and Mr. [Arthur] Lee.
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States of America and his Britannic Majesty, and the joint

letter of the 10 September, from Mr. Adams, Mr. Franklin

and Mr. Jay,

Resolved, unanimously, nine states being present, that the

said definitive treaty be, and the same is hereby ratified by
the United States in Congress assembled, in the form follow-

ing: ^

THE UNITED STATES IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED,

To all persons to whom these presents shall come greeting:

Whereas definitive articles of peace and friendship between the

United States of America and his Britannic majesty, were concluded

and signed at Paris on the 3d day of September, 1783, by the pleni-

potentiaries of the said United States, and of his said Britannic

Majesty, duly and respectively authorized for that purpose; which

definitive articles are in the words following:

In the name of the most holy and undivided Trinity.

It having pleased the Divine Providence to dispose the hearts of

the most serene and most potent prince, George the third, by the

grace of God, king of Great Britain, France and Ireland, defender

of the faith, duke of Brunswick and Limenburg, arch-treasurer and

prince elector of the holy Roman empire, &c. and of the United

States of America, to forget all past misimderstandings and differences

that have unhappily interrupted the good correspondence and
friendship which they mutually wish to restore, and to establish

such a beneficial and satisfactory intercourse between the two coim-

tries, upon the ground of reciprocal advantages and mutual conven-

ience, as may promote and secure to both perpetual peace and

harmony; and having for this desirable end, already laid the founda-

tion of peace and reconciliation, by the provisional articles, signed

at Paris on the 30th of November, 1782, by the commissioners

empowered on each part, which articles were agreed to be inserted

in and to constitute the treaty of peace proposed to be concluded

between the crown of Great Britain and the said United States, but

' This resolution was also entered in Secret Journal, No. 4, and in Secret

Journal, No. 6, Vol. III.
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which treaty was not to be concluded until terms of peace should be

agreed upon between Great Britain and France, and his Britannic

majesty should be ready to conclude such treaty accordingly; and

the treaty between Great Britain and France having since been

concluded, his Britannic majesty and the United States of America,

in order to carry into full effect the provisional articles above men-

tioned, according to the tenor thereof, have constituted and appointed,

that is to say, his Britannic majesty on his part, David Hartley,

Esquire, member of the parliament of Great Britain; and the said

United States on their part, John Adams, Esquire, late a commissioner

of the United States of America, at the court of Versailles, late delegate

in Congress from the state of Massachusetts, and chief justice of the said

state, and minister plenipotentiary of the said United States to their

high mightinesses the states general of the United Netherlands;

Benjamin Franklin, Esquire, late delegate in Congress from the state of

Pensylvania, president of the convention of the said state, and min-

ister plenipotentiary from the United States of America at the court of

Versailles; John Jay, Esquire, late president of Congress, and chief

justice of the state of New York, and minister plenipotentiary from the

said United States, at the court of Madrid, to be the plenipotentiaries

for the concluding and signing the present definitive treaty : who, after

having reciprocally communicated their respective full powers, have

agreed upon and confirmed the following articles:

Aktical 1st. His Britannic majesty acknowledges the said United

States, viz. New-Hampshire, Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island and

Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Pen-

sylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-CaroUna, South-

Carolina and Georgia, to be free, sovereign and independent states:

that he treats with them as such, and for himself, his heirs and

successors, relinquishes all claims to the government, propriety and

territorial rights of the same, and every part thereof.

Artical 2d. And that all disputes which might arise in future on the

subject of the boimdaries of the said United States may be prevented,

it is hereby agreed and declared, that the following are and shall be

their boundaries, viz. from the north-west angle of Nova Scotia,

viz. that angle which is formed by a line drawn due north from the

source of Saint Croix river to the Highlands; along the said Highlands

which divide those rivers that empty themselves into the river Saint

Lawrence from those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean, to the north-
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westernmost head of Connecticut river, thence down along the

middle of that river to the forty fifth degree of north latitude; from

thence by a line due west on said latitude, imtil it strikes the river

Iroquois or Cataraquy, thence along the middle of said river into lake

Ontario, through the middle of said lake until it strikes the com-
munication by water between that lake and lake Erie; thence along

the middle of said communication into lake Erie, through the middle of

said [lake,] until it arrives at the water communication between that

lake and lake Huron ; thence along the middle of said water communi-
cation into the lake Huron, thence through the middle of said lake to

the water communication between that lake and lake Superior;

thence through lake Superior northward of the isles Royal and
Philipeaux, to the long lake; thence through the middle of said long

lake and the water communication between it and the lake of the

Woods, to the said lake of the Woods, thence through the said lake

to the most north-western point thereof, and from thence on a due
west course to the river Mississippi, thence by a line to be drawn
along the middle of the said river Mississippi, until it shall intersect

the northernmost part of the thirty first degree of north latitude.

South by a line to be drawn due east from the determination of the

line last mentioned, in the latitude of thirty one degrees north of

the equator, to the middle of the river Apalachicola or Catahouche;
thence along the middle thereof to its junction with the Flint river;

thence straight to the head of Saint Mary's river, and thence down
along the middle of Saint Mary's river to the Atlantic ocean. East
by a line to be drawn along the middle of the river Saint Croix, from
its mouth in the bay of Fundy to its source, and from its source

directly north to the aforesaid Highlands which divide the rivers

that fall into the Atlantic ocean from those which fall into the

river Saint Lawrence : comprehending all islands within twenty leagues

of any part of the shores of the United States, and lying between
lines to be drawn due east from the points where the aforesaid

boundaries between Nova-Scotia on the one part, and East Florida

on the other, shall respectively touch the Bay of Fundy and the

Atlantic ocean, excepting such islands as now are or heretofore have
been within the hmits of the said province of Nova-Scotia.

Artical 3d. It is agreed, that the people of the United States shall

continue to enjoy unmolested the right to take fish of every kind on
the Grand Bank and on all the other banks of Newfoundland; also

in the gulph of Saint Lawrence, and at all other places in the sea,
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where the inhabitants of both countries used at any time heretofore to

fish; and also, that the inhabitants of the United States shall have

liberty to take fish of every kind on such part of the coast of New-
foundland as British fishermen shall use, (but not to dry or cure the

same on that island) and also on the coasts, bays and creeks of all

other of his Britannic majesty's dominions in America; and that the

American fishermen shall have liberty to dry and cure fish in any of

the unsettled bays, harbours and creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen

islands, and Labradore, so long as the same shall remain unsettled,

but so soon as the same or either of them shall be settled, it shall

not be lawful for the said fishermen to dry or cure fish at such

settlement, without a previous agreement for that purpose with the

inhabitants, proprietors or possessors of the ground.

Artical 4th. It is agreed that creditors on either side shall

meet with no lawful impediment to the recovery of the full value in

sterling money, of all bona fide debts heretofore contracted.

Artical 5th. It is agreed that the Congress shall earnestly recom-

mend it to the legislatures of the respective states, to provide for the

restitution of all estates, rights and properties, which have been

confiscated, belonging to real British subjects, and also of the estates,

rights and properties of persons resident in districts in the possession

of his majesty's arms, and who have not borne arms against the said

United States. And that persons of any other description shall have

free liberty to go to any part or parts of any of the thirteen United

States, and therein to remahi twelve months unmolested in their en-

deavours to obtain the restitution of such of their estates, rights and

properties, as may have been confiscated; and that Congress shall

also earnestly recommend to the several states a reconsideration and

revision of all acts or laws regarding the premises, so as to render the

said laws or acts perfectly consistent, not only with justice and

equity, but with that spirit of conciliation, which on the return of

the blessings of peace should universally prevail. And that Cong-

ress shall also earnestly recommend to the several states, that the

estates, rights and properties of such last mentioned persons shall

be restored to them, they refunding to any persons who may be now
in possession of the bona fide price (where any has been given)

which such persons may have paid on purchasing any of the said

lands, rights or properties since the confiscation. And it is agreed

that all persons who have any interest in confiscated lands, either
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by debts, marriage settlements, or otherwise, shall meet with no

lawful impediment in the prosecution of their just rights.

Artical 6th. That there shaU be no future confiscations made, nor

any prosecutions commenced against any person or persons for or by

reason of the part which he or they may have taken in the present

war; and that no person shall on that account, suffer any future loss

or damage, either in his person, liberty or property, and that those

who may be in confinement on such charges, at the time of the

ratification of the treaty in America, shall be immediately set at

liberty, and the prosecutions so commenced be discontinued.

Artical 7th. There shall be a firm and perpetual peace between his

Britannic majesty and the said states, and between the subjects of

the one, and the citizens of the other, wherefore all hostdities both

by sea and land, shall from henceforth cease; all prisoners on both

sides shall be set at liberty, and his Britannic majesty shall with all

convenient speed, and without causing any destruction, or carrying

away any negroes or other property of the American inhabitants,

withdraw all his armies, garrisons and fleets from the said United

States, and from every post, place and harbour within the same;

leaving in all fortifications the American artUlery that maybe therein,

and shall also order and cause all archives, records, deeds and papers,

belonging to any of the said states, or their citizens, which in the

course of the war may have fallen into the hands of his officers, to be

forthwith restored and delivered to the proper states and persons to

whom they belong.

Artical 8th. The navigation of the river Mississippi, from its

source to the ocean, shall forever remain free and open to the

subjects of Great Britain, and the citizens of the United States.

Artical 9th. In case it should so happen, that any place or terri-

tory belonging to Great Britain or to the United States, should have

been conquered by the arms of either from the other, before the arrival

of the said provisional articles in America, it is agreed, that the same

shaU be restored without difficulty, and without requiring any

compensation.

Artical 10th. The solemn ratification of the present treaty, expe-

dited in good and due form, shall be exchanged between the con-

tracting parties in the space of six months, or sooner if possible, to

be computed from the day of the signature of the present treaty.

In witness whereof, we, the undersigned their ministers plenipoten-
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tiary, have in their name, and in virtue of full powers, signed with

our hands the present definitive treaty, and caused the seals of our

arms to be afl&xed thereto.

Done at Paris, this third day of September, in the year of our Lord,

one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three.

" (l. s.) D. Hartley,
(l. s.) John Adams,
(l. s.) B. Franklin,
(l. s.) John Jay."

Now know ye that we the United States in Congress assembled

having seen and considered the definitive articles aforesaid have

approved, ratified and confirmed and by these presents do approve,

ratify and confirm the said articles and every part and clause

thereof, engaging and promising, that we will sincerely and faith-

fully perform and observe the same, and never suffer them to be

violated by any one or transgressed in any manner as far as lies

in our power.

In testimony whereof, we have caused the seal of the United

States to be hereunto affixed.

Witness his Excellency Thomas Mifflin, president, this four-

teenth day of January in the year of our Lord one thousand

seven hundred and eighty four and in the eighth year of the

sovereignty and independence of the United States of America'.

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being

required by Mr. [David] Howell,

New Hampshire,
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And we, the United States in Congress assembled, having seen and
duly considered the definitive articles aforesaid, did, by a certain

act under the seal of the United States, bearing date this 14 day
of January, 1784, approve, ratify and confirm the same, and every

part and clause thereof, engaging and promising, that we would sin-

cerely and faithfully perform and observe the same, and never suffer

them to be violated by any one, or transgressed in any manner, as

far as should be in our power; and being sincerely disposed to carry

the said articles into execution, truly, honestly and with good faith,

according to the intent and meaning thereof, we have thought proper

by these presents, to notify the premises to all the good citizens of

these United States, hereby requiring and enjoining all bodies of

magistracy, legislative, executive and judiciary, all persons bearing

office, civU or military, of whatever rank, degree or power, and all

others the good citizens of these states, of every vocation and con-

dition, that reverencing those stipulations entered into on their be-

half, under the authority of that federal bond, by which their exist-

ence as an independent people is bound up together, and is known
and acknowledged by the nations of the world, and with that good

faith which is every man's surest guide, within their several offices,

jurisdictions and vocations, they carry into effect the said definitive

articles, and every clause and sentence thereof, sincerely, strictly

and completely.

Given under the seal of the United States. Witness his Excel-

lency Thomas Mifflin, our president, at Annapolis, this 14

day of January, in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven

hundred and eighty-four, and of the sovereignty and mdepend-
ence of the United States of America the eighth.

Resolved, unanimously, nine states being present. That it

be, and it is hereby earnestly recommended to the legisla-

tures of the respective states, to provide for the restitution

of all estates, rights and properties, which have been con-

fiscated, belonging to real British subjects, and also of the

estates, rights and properties of persons resident in districts,

which were in the possession of his Britannic Majesty's

arms, at any time between the 30 day of November, 1782,

and the 14 day of January, 1784, and who have not borne

arms against the said United States, and that persons of
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any other description, shall have free liberty to go to any

part or parts of any of the thirteen United States, and therein

to remain twelve months unmolested in their endeavours to

obtain the restitution of such of their estates, rights and prop-

erties, as may have been confiscated: And it is also hereby

earnestly recommended to the several states, to reconsider

and revise all their acts or laws regarding the premises, so

as to render the said laws or acts perfectly consistent, not

only with justice and equity, but with that spirit of con-

cihation, which, on the return of the blessings of peace,

should universally prevail: and it is hereby also earnestly

recommended to the several states, that the estates, rights

and properties of such last mentioned persons should be

restored to them, they refunding to any persons who may be

now in possession, the bona fide price, (where any has been

given) which such persons may have paid on purchasing any

of the said lands, rights or properties since the confiscation.*

Ordered, That a copy of the proclamation of this date, to-

gether with the recommendation, be transmitted to the sev-

eral states by the secretary .^

[Motion of Mr. Jacob Read]

That Congress do on Wednesday next celebrate the final ratifi-

cation of the Definitive Treaty of peace. And that a public enter-

tainment be given on that day' to the Executive and other rcopcctablo

' The committee's report, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, is in the Papers

of the Continental Congress, No. 29, folio 315.

^ The proceedings for this day were also entered in the Secret Journal, Foreign

Affairs.

^ This motion, in the writing of Jacob Read, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nentalCongress, No. 36, II, folio 301. The indorsement states that it was referred

to Mr. [Jacob] Read, Mr. [David] Howell and Mr. [Hugh] Wilhamson.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present as yesterday.

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, Mr.

[Hugh] Williamson and Mr. [James] Tilton, to whom was

referred a memorial of the pubUc creditors in the city and

neighbourhood of Philadelphia, report, that the said memorial

sets forth, that the general assembly of the State of Pen-

sylvania, did, on the 21 day of March last, pass an act

authorising and directing the treasurer thereof, to make and

issue notes, and deliver the same to Thomas Smith, esq.

continental loan officer, to enable him to pay one year's

interest on such of the said debts as are therein described,

according to the directions of the United States in Congress

assembled. That the said loan officer refuses the payment

of the interest due to them on loan office certificates, bearing

date between the first day of September, 1777, and the

first day of March, 1778, unless they consent to a liquida-

tion of depreciation on the interest of this class of certificates,

equal to that which is established for the principal on the

final redemption; that this condition destroys the solemn

contracts contained in the resolutions of the 10th of Septem-

ber, 1777, and adhered to in the resolve of the 28 of June,

1780, the first of which is, "that the interest which shall

arise after the date of this resolution on loan office certifi-

cates, already issued, or which shall be issued before the

first day of March next, be annually paid at the respective

loan offices in biUs of exchange on the commissioners of the

United States in Paris, at the rate of five livres tourno ia

of France for every Spanish milled dollar, due for interest

as aforesaid, or in continental bUls of credit at the option

of the respective lenders." The other is, "that the interest

on all loan office certificates at the rate of six per cent, per

annum, computed on the principal ascertained as aforesaid,

shall be discharged annually, in like manner as the principal,
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until the principal shall be paid: Provided nevertheless,

that the same interest and mode of payment on certificates

taken out before the first day of March, 1778, shall be
continued as at present, until the principal ascertained as

aforesaid, be ready to be discharged." That the memorial-

ists in behalf of the said public creditors, pray Congress to

give directions agreeably to the intentions of the above
recited resolutions.

The committee farther report, that upon inspecting the

journals of Congress, they find that Congress did, on the 4th

day of September, 1782, resolve that 1,200,000 dollars be
quotaed on the states as absolutely and immediately neces-

sary for the payment of the interests of the public debt ; but
no directions are contained therein, relative to paying the

intoroat on the Gcrtificatc8 -abovc dcBoribcd, ¥ the hquidat-

ing the interest by the scale of depreciation; that on the 9 of

September, 1782, Congress directed, "that no bill of ex-

change be issued for interest due on loan office certificates,

since the first day of March last," preceding. And the

committee are of opinion, that the inability of Congress,

to discharge the interests according to the eentraot promise,

does not dissolve the same, that the creditors aforesaid are

justly entitled to an equivalent, that the debt is created by
the resolution of the 10 of September, 1777, and that no
subsequent resolution has invaUdated the intention thereof:

Whereupon,

Resolved, That the interest which has or may become due
on loan office certificates, bearing date between the tenth

first day of September, 1777, and the first day of March,

1778, is not subjected to any depreciation but ia csprc saly
saved tborofrom -by tho - rcaolution of the 28th of June,-

• This report, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 20, II, folio 173. The words crossed out bo appear in the report

and not in the Journal.

98814°—27—VOL 26 3
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On the report of the committee, to whom was referred the

letter from the postmaster general, of the 22d of November,

with the papers enclosed, respecting the robbery of the mail

at Princeton,

Resolved, That the president issue a proclamation, offering

a reward of three hundred dollars, to be paid out of the

public treasury, and charged on the revenue of the post of-

fice, to any person or persons who shall apprehend and secure,

in any of the goals in the United States, the perpetrator or

perpetrators of the aforesaid robbery, so that he or they

may be thereof legally convicted, and brought to condign

punishment; and promising the same reward, with an

indemnity, to any person who, being an accompUce, shall

give information and evidence whereby any principal offender

or offenders shall be convicted as aforesaid.'

On motion of Mr. [Jacob] Read, seconded by Mr. [Roger]

Sherman,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to devise ways
and means for discharging that part of the pubUc debt,

consisting of continental loan office certificates, issued

between the 1 day of September, 1777, and the first

day of March, 1778.

On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr.

[Jacob] Read,

Resolved, that a triphcate of the ratification of the definitive

treaty, be sent to our ministers plenipotentiary, by
Lieutenant Colonel David S. Franks, who is authorized

and directed to take passage in the first vessel which shall

sail from any port eastward of Philadelphia, for France

or any port in the channel, in which neither of the instru-

ments of the ratification, already forwarded, may be sent,

' This resolution, as a part of the report of the committee brought in January 6,

is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, III, folio 84.
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provided such vessel shall sail before the 3 day of February-

next.

Ordered, That the Superintendant of finance fm-nish

Lieutenant Colonel D. S. Franks, with money to defray his

necessary expences in going and returning.^

On - tho question to agree to thig - roBolution, the ycaa

and naye being required by Mr; [Jacob] Ready

Ayx 1 . \JU 1 1 y ,

Mr. Partridge,'

Mrr Osgood,

Mr. Howell,

ITXIT CTi-TTJX T[TH)1J~

Mr. Mifflin,

3Trr • j-Txvji i-iK?

,

fty

fty

ee
fty

fty

fty

fty

fie

ay
fty

fty

fty

M*r-

Mrr-

Mr. Chase,-

ll^-" I ^ -PP^« rt j-^ »-»

MfT Lee,

M¥t-3

Mf

Mrr Borosford,-

fty

fie

fty

ay
ay
ee
ay
ay

«f
ay
ay

So the question -was lostT

On motion of -MrT [Elbridgc] Gerry, scoondod by Mr.

Resolved, That a committee bo appointed to consider

and report the most expeditious mode of sending a tripM
catc of the ratification of the definitive troaty -to the

plenipotentiaries of the United States in Europe.
The Committee [Mr. James Wadsworth, Mr. Eleazer McComb

and Mr. Arthur Lee] appointed to consider of the best mode of

transmitting a triplicate of the ratification of the definitive treaty

to our Ministers at Paris recommend the following resolution.

Resolved, That it having been signified to the house that Major
David S. Franks is desirous of going to France on his own affairs,

' This resolution and order were also entered in the Secret Journal, Foreign
Affairs.
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he be requested to take into his care the ratification of the D. T.

and deUver it to our Ministers at Paris; that the Superintendent of

Finance be directed to supply him with one hundred guineas for

his extraordinary expence in so doing.*

The committee [Mr. James Tilton, Mr. Arthur Lee and Mr.
David Howell] to whom was referred the memorial and petition of

Capt. F. Paschke of the 11'!" Jan';, 1784, beg leave to report

—

It appears to your committee that Capt. F. Paschke served as

an officer in Count Pulaski's legion from 14 March, 1777, until

the reduction of that corps the 18 May, 1780. That he afterwards

held appointments in the Quarter Master's Department, in the

Southern Army, untU its dissolution, the 13 July, 1783; and that

he has obtained produced ample testimonials of his bravery, integrity,

capacity and industry in the service of the United States

—

• This report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 36, II, folio 285.

Ou folio 289 is the following, in the writing of Samuel Osgood:

Ordered, that the Superintendent of Finance furnish Lieutenant Colonel D,

Franks with guineas to defray his necessary expences.

On foUo 291 is the following, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson:

Resolved, That the ratification be immediately expedited in -good and duo form

under the ooal in the following form to wit [here insert the ratification] and be trans-

mitted to our ministers plenipotentiary commiaoioncd to negotiate the oaid treaty by
whom the said treaty was negotiated and signed.

On foUo 293 is the following, in the writing of Arthur Lee and William EDery:

That certified copies of the ratification of the definitive treaty be transmitted

by the President to the Governors of Connecticut, of Rhode Island, and Massa-

chusetts Bay by express, and that they be requested to forward the same by

the first vessel saiUng from any port in their respective states, with particular

orders to the Captains, or some other trusty persons who may be going passen-

gers to transmit deliver the same by express to our Ministers at Paris ao coon oa

poooible immediately on their arrival.

On folio 295 is the following, in the writing of James Monroe:

That the Superintendent of Finance be directed to furnish to Major Franks

200 guineas to bear his expences, of his mission with the ratification of the

definitive treaty to our Ministers at Paris.

On folio 297 is the following, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry:

That a triplicate of the ratification of the definitive treaty be sent to our

Plenipotentiaries, by Lt. Col. David S. Franks, who is authorized and directed

to take passage in the first vessel which shall sail from any port eastward of

Philadelphia for France or any port in the Channel in which neither of the other

instruments of the ratification already forwarded shall have been sent, pro-

vided such vessel shall sail before the 3^ of February next.
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Resolved, That a copy of this report be delivered to Capt. Paschke

certified by the secretary.'

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present as before.

The committee of the week [Mr. Abiel Foster, Mr. James Tilton

and Mr. Charles Morris] report, that General Armand's letter to the

President, on behalf of a number of foreign officers, together with a

letter from the officers of the legion who had served imder the said

general praying and empowering him to act on their behalf, in

obtaining commutation for their half pay, and so much of the money
due them as wiU enable them to pay their debts in this country and
return to Europe; also a letter from General Duportail to General

Armand on a hke subject be referred to a committee ^

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 1784.

Only six states being represented; namely, Rhode Island,

Connecticut, Pensylvania, Delaware, Maryland and Vir-

ginia; and from the state of New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel]

Foster; from Massachusetts, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood; from

New Jersey, Mr. [John] Beatty; from North CaroHna, Mr.

[Hugh] WUhamson, and from South Carolina, Mr. [Jacob]

Read; the President adjourned the Congress tUl ten o'clock

on Monday.

• This report, in the writing of James Tilton, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 37. The indorsement states that it was read on this

day, and on January 21, 1784, recommitted to Mr. [James] Tilton, Mr. [Arthur]

Lee and Mr. [David] Howell. The following note is added: January 23'', the

papers inclosed in the within petition were this day delivered to Capt. Paschke.

See post, January 22.

' This report, in the writing of James Tilton, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, I, folio 97. Committee Book, No. 186, shows that the com-
mittee, Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, and Mr. [WiiUam] Ellery

was appointed January 16. See post, January 22.

On this, or an approximate date, as the indorsement indicates, was read a
letter of January 16, from John Sullivan. It is in No. 59, III, folio 69.

Also, a letter of January 16 from General Armand. It is in No. 164, folio 493.
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MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 1784.

Three states only attending; namely, Massachusetts, Pen-

sylvaniaand North Carolina; and from the State of Con-

necticut, Mr. [Roger] Sherman; from Delaware, Mr. [James]

Tilton; from Maryland, Mr. [Edward] Lloyd; from Virginia,

Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson; the President adjourned Congress

till ten o'clock to-morrow.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 1784.

Only five states attending; viz. Rhode Island, Connecticut,

Pensylvania, Maryland and Virginia; and from the State of

New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel] Foster; from Massachusetts,

Mr. [George] Partridge; from New Jersey, Mr. [John]

Beatty; from Delaware, Mr. [James] Tilton; from North

Carolina, Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight, and from South

Carolina, Mr. [Richard] Beresford; the President adjourned

Congress to ten o'clock to-morrow.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia and

North Carolina ; and from the State of New Hampshire, Mr.

[Abiel] Foster; from New Jersey, Mr. [John] Beatty; from

Delaware, Mr. [James] Tilton, and from South Carolina,

Mr. [Richard] Beresford.

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Wilham] EUery, Mr.

Edward] Hand, Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight, Mr. [Thomas]

Jefferson and Mr. [Arthur] Lee, to whom was referred a letter

of the 6th November, from the legislature of New Hampshire,

respecting the proceedings and sentence of the court of appeals

in cases of capture, on the case of the ship Lusannah, having

deUvered in a report, the same was called for ; Whereupon,

A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by

Mr. [William] EUery,
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That the report be postponed till the State of New Hamp-
shire, whose interests are thereby materially affected, shall

be represented in Congress. The report being as follows:

Your committee find, that by a resolution of Congress of

November 25, 1775, it was recommended to the legislatures

of the several states, to erect courts for determining the cases

of captures from the enemy on the high seas; and it was

declared, that in all cases, an appeal should be allowed to

Congress, or such persons as they should appoint for the

trial of appeals.

That this resolution was compUed with by the several

states, some of them ceding appeals to Congress on a larger,

and some on a more contracted scale; and New Hampshire

particularly, by their act of assembly of 1776, allowing them
only in cases of captures by armed vessels fitted out at the

charge of the United States, and reserving the appeal in aU
other cases to the supreme court of their own State. That
the course of Congress was, to appoint a committee, for the

trial of every special appeal, till the 30th day of January,

1777, when a standing committee was appointed to hear and
determine appeals, from the courts of admiralty in the

respective states. That the brigantine McClary, a private

armed vessel, owned by John PenhaUow and others, citizens

of New Hampshire, captured on the high seas, in the month
of November, 1777, the brigantine Lusannah, the subject of

the present question, carried her into Piscataqua, in the

State of New Hampshire, and hbelled her before the maritime

court of the said State, whereon the said vessel and cargo

were by the said court condemned.

That the claimants, EUsha Doane, and others, prayed an
appeal to Congress, which being refused, they appealed to

the supreme court of New Hampshire, where the sentence

being confirmed, they again prayed an appeal to Congress,
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which was refused, and the sentence carried into effect, by a

sale and distribution of the vessel and cargo.

That on the 9th day of October, 1778, the said Elisha

Doane petitioned Congress for a revision of the said sentence,

which petition being referred to the committee of appeals,

they, in May, 1779, summoned the Ubellants to appear

before them in defence of their right.

That on the 22d of the same month, Congress resolved,

that certain resolutions of theirs, of March 6th, 1779, relative

to their controul over all jurisdictions in cases of capture on

the liigh seas, should be transmitted to the several states,

and they be respectively requested to take effectual measures

for conforming therewith. That they were accordingly trans-

mitted to the State of New Hampshire, the legislature whereof,

by their act of November, 1779, extended the hcense of appeal

to Congress, to every case wherein any subject of any foreign

nation in amity with the United States, should be interested

in the dispute, and allowed it no further. That in May,
1780, a court of appeals was estabUshed by Congress, with

jurisdiction over aU matters respecting appeals in cases of

capture, then depending before Congress, or the commis-

sioners of appeals, consisting of members of Congress. That

all these transactions were prior to the completion of the

Confederation, which took place on the 1st day of March,

1781. That on the 17th of September, 1783, the court of

appeals proceeded to consider the case of the said Elisha

Doane and others, against the brigantine Lusannah, John

Penhallow, libellant, and to reverse the said sentence passed

by the inferior and superior courts of New Hampshire.

Whereupon, your committee have come to the following

resolution:

Resolved, That the said capture having been made by
citizens of New Hampshire, carried in and submitted to the

jurisdiction of that State, before the completion of the Con-
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federation, while appeals to Congress in such cases were

absolutely refused by their legislature, neither Congress, nor

any persons deriving authority from them, had jurisdiction

in the said case.

On the question for postponing as above, the yeas and
nays being required by Mr. [Abiel] Foster,

Pennsylvania, 1

Mr. Mifflin, no
[
no

Hand, no 1

Delaware, 1

Mr. Tilton, ay J

*

Maryland,

Mr. Chase, ay ay

Lloyd, ay

Virginia,
|

Mr. Jefferson, ay \ ay

Monroe, ay J

North Carolina,

Mr. Williamson, no div.

Spaight, ay

New Hampshire,
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 1784.

Congress assembled : Present as yesterday.

The committee, consisting of Mr. [James] TUton, Mr.

[Arthur] Lee and Mr. [David] Howell, to whom was referred

a petition of Captain Paschke, report,

That it appears, that Captain Paschke, served as an officer

in Count Pulaski's legion, from the 14 March, 1777, until the

reduction of that corps, the 18 May, 1780; that on the 16 of

May, 1780, Congress resolved, " that the sum of three thou-

sand dollars currency of these states, and a bill of exchange

for two hundred and fifty dollars specie, be paid to Captain

Paschke, late of Count Pulaski's legion, (which being dis-

solved. Congress have no means of employing Captain

Paschke, though a deserving officer) to enable him to return

to Europe." That not chusing to cross the Atlantic during

the war, he held appointments in the quartermasters' depart-

ment, in the southern army, until its dissolution the 13 July,

1783: and that he has produced ample testimonials of his

bravery, integrity, capacity and industry in the service of the

United States. But as the definitive treaty of peace is ratified,

nearly the whole of the army discharged, and the Com-
mander in Chief has resigned his commission, it is inexpedient

to make the promotion requested by Captain Paschke.^

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report.

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr.

[Samuel] Osgood and Mr. [William] EUery, to whom was

liamson. It is in No. 58, folio 63. According to Committee Book, No. 186, the
committee reported on January 26.

Also, a letter of January 12, 1784, Philadelphia, from Eben Hazard. It is

in No. folio 165.

Also, a letter of January 14, 1784, Philadelphia, from Eben Hazard. It is in

No. 61, folio 169.

Also, a letter of January 4, 1784, Trenton, from George Davis. It is in No. 78,

VIII, folio 51.

' This report, in the writing of James Tilton, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 35.
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referred a letter of 29 October, 1783, from Major-General

Duportail, requesting some immediate payment for himself

and other officers belonging to the late corps of engineers;

also a letter from Brigadier-General Armand of the 15

instant as well in behalf of himself and other officers belong-

ing to the legionary corps late under his command, as of

the said corps of engineers, report.

That the foreign officers lately in the service of the United

States, who were not attached to the Une of any particular

State, complain of great and singular hardships under which

they have laboured during the late war. The pay which

they received for a considerable time in depreciated money,

was very unequal to their actual expences, nor could they

be profited by the recommendations of Congress on the

subject of depreciation, which afforded immediate relief to

the rest of the army, because there was no State to which

they could look for the balance of their pay; hence it fol-

lowed, that some of them have depended in a great measure

for their support, on remittances from their friends in France,

while others less fortunate, have contracted considerable

debts in America. That in their present situation, they

neither have the means of subsisting in America, nor of

returning to their native country, unless some part of the

money due them by the public shall be paid. Whereupon,

Resolved, That the superintendant of finance take order

for paying to the foreign officers of the late corps of engineers,

and to the foreign officers lately belonging to the legionary

corps, commanded by Brigadier-General Armand, also to

Major Seconde, Captain BeauUeu, late of General Pulaski's

corps, and to Captain Ponthiere, late aid to the Baron
Steuben, such sums on account of their pay as may be

necessary to relieve them from their present embarrassments,

and enable those in America to return to their native country
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and that he take guch measures for facilit iating the payment of

the condition -of the finances of the U. S. '

On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr.
[Hugh] Williamson,

Ordered, That the commissary of military stores be directed

not to dispose of any such stores without the express order

of Congress.^

Congress proceeded to the election of a chaplain, and, the

ballots being taken, the Rev. Mr. Daniel Jones was elected,

having been nominated by Mr. [Arthur] Lee.

Mr. J[oseph] Montgomery, a delegate for Pensylvania,

attended, and took his seat.

The committee [consisting of Mr. Samuel Osgood, Mr. Roger Sher-

man and Mr. WUham EUery] to whom were referred two letters

from the Paymaster General of the 15'" of December last, submit
the following report:

Resolved, That the Paymaster General be and he hereby is directed,

in settling the accounts of those officers who were furloughed in con-

sequence of the resolution of the 26*" of May, 1783, not to credit

them for the value of the rations between the time that they were
actually furloughed and the time of their final discharge.'

' This report, in the writing of Hugh Williamson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 95. It was also entered in the Secret Journal,

Foreign Affairs. Duportail's letter is in No. 78, VIII, folio 43. Armand's letter

is in No. 164, foho 489.

' This motion, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 303.

' This report, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 22, foUo 121. The indorsement states that it was debated

this day, "Question taken and lost."

On this day, as the indorsement states, was read a letter of November 29,

1783, from Joseph Carleton, inclosing letters from Major Generals Lincoln and
Knox. It was referred to Mr. [John] Beatty, Mr. [Edward] Hand and Mr.
[James] Tilton. It is in No. 60, folio 35. One of Pierce's letters is in No. 165,

folio 190.



January, 1784 45

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachussetts, Rhode

Island, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia

North Carolina, and South Carolina; and from the state of

New Jersey, Mr. [John] Beatty, and from Delaware, Mr.

[James] Tilton.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Thomas]

Jefferson, Mr. [Arthur] Lee and Mr. [Hugh] WiUiamson, to

whom was referred a petition of Zebulon Butler, and others,

claiming under the State of Connecticut, private right of soil

within the territory westward of the Delaware, formerly in

controversy between the said State, and that of Pensylvania,

and lately determined by a court constituted and appointed

agreeably to the 9th of the Articles of Confederation and

perpetual union, to be within the jurisdiction of the State

of Pensylvania, complaining that they are disturbed in their

right by others, claiming under the said State of Pensylvania,

and praying that a court may be instituted under the 9th

Article of the Confederation, for determining the said right.

Also the rcaolutiona of the General Aoocmbly of Connecticut and

the letter and proclamation of Gov. Trumbull desiring in like

manner the-inatitution of 3uch a coiu't; and fm-ther notifying that

tllO ' 3fttCt '"3tjtltjC ' 01 OOlUlGGtitCHiJ CiQilHlS-jlinSCllOt'lOIl OVCr ftll ' ti-LlO—i&(IlC19

between PcnnaylTania and the Miaaiaaippi from 11 ° to 12°-3" northern

latitude have agreed to the following rcaolutiona

:

Resolved, That a coiu't be instituted according to the said

ninth Article of the Confederation, for determining the pri-

vate right of soil within the said territory, so far as the same

is by the said article submitted to the determination of such

a court.

That the 4 Monday in June next be assigned for the

appearance of the parties, by their lawful agents, before

Congress, or the committee of the states, wheresoever they

shall be then sitting.
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That notice of the assignment of the said day, be given to

the parties in the following form:

To the claimants of the private right of soil within the territory west-

ward of the Delaware, heretofore in controversy between the

states of Connecticut and Pensylvania, and adjudged by the

sentence of a court constituted and appointed agreeably to the

ninth of the Articles of Confederation and perpetual union, to be

within the jurisdiction of the State of Pensylvania, it is hereby

made known:
That sundry individuals claiming private right of soil, under the

State of Connecticut, within the said territory, have made application

to Congress, stating that they have been disturbed in their said

right of soil by others, claiming under the State of Pensylvania; and

praying for the institution of a court for determining the said private

right of soil, in pursuance of the ninth Article of Confederation : And
that the foiirth Monday in June next is assigned for the appearance

of the parties, by the lawful agents, before Congress, or a committee

of the states, wheresoever they shall be then sitting, to proceed in

the premises as by the Confederation is directed.

By order of Congress,
Charles Thomson, Secretary.

Resolved, That the said notice be transmitted by the

secretary, to the executives of the states of Connecticut and

Pensylvania, with a request that they take proper measures

for having the same served on the parties interested under

their states respectively,

The committee having not had time to go through so much of the

matters referred to them as relates to the claim of the said State of

Connecticut to territory westward of the State of Pennsylvania beg

further time for that purpose.'

The committee consisting of My [Edward] Hand, M[ [Richard

Dobbs] Spaight, and Mf [James] Tilton, to whom was referred a

letter from Major de Brahm, praying that a sum sufficient to defray

the expence arising from his stay in Philadelphia, and that of his

passage to Europe, may be granted him on account of his pay, &c.,

and applying for promotion, considering the disagreable situation

This report, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, 1, folio 477. Butler's petition is in No. 42, 1, folios 306-311.
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and even distress Major de Brahm may be reduced to by his being

detained in America which it appears to your committee must neces-

sarily follow if he cannot procure money to enable him to return to

his native country, beg leave to submit the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Finance be and he is hereby

directed to advance Major de Brahm on account of his pay, &c.,

such sum as he finds necessary to enable the said Major de Brahm to

return to Europe. In answer to the application of Major de Brahm
for promotion, your committee submits the following resolution.

Resolved, That Major de Brahm cannot be granted the promotion
he requests.*

The committee consisting of Mr [James] Duane, M^ A[rthur] Lee,

M' [James] McHenry, M' S[amuel] Huntington and M' [Richard]

Peters, to whom it was referred to consider and devise the Powers
with which a Committee of the States shall be vested during a

recess of Congress submit the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Committee of the States which shall be ap-

pointed pursuant to the ninth article of confederation and perpetual

union to sit in the recess of Congress for managing the affairs of

the United States, or any nine of the said Committee shall be and
hereby are authorized to perform and exercise, in the recess of

Congress, all such powers and duties, as may be lawfully exercised

by the United States in Congress assembled;

Provided, That no power is, or shall be deemed to be, hereby

delegated to the said Committee of the States, for the exercise of

which by the articles of confederation the voice of nine States, in

the Congress of the United States assembled is requisite.^

[Motion of Mr. Edward Hand; referred to Mr. Edward Hand, Mr.
James Tilton and Mr. Hugh Williamson]

Resolved, That be and he is hereby ordered to pro-

cure and lay before Congress as soon as may be exact returns of all

the military, ordnance and Quarter Master's stores, the property of

1 This report, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, II, foho 27. The indorsement states that it was delivered

January 10, 1784, and recommitted January 23. De Brahm's letter is on foUo 23.

See post, February 6.

' This report, in the writing of James Duane, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 23, foho 163. The indorsement states that it was dehvered

September 17, 1783, read on this day and referred to Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson,

Mr. [Samuel] Osgood and Mr. [Roger] Sherman.
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the United States, specifying the quantity and quality of each

article in what manner oocurcd where deposited in whose care and

in what manner secured.'

That the report of 22'? October, 1783, be referred to a Grand Com-
mittee to report a requisition on the States for the payment of

interest on the national debt.

M^

M'
M-
M'

[James] Tilton.

[Jeremiah Townley] Chase.

[Thomas] Jefferson.

[Richard Dobbs] Spaight.

[Jacob] Read.

Mr [Abiel] Forster.

M? [George] Partridge.

Mr [David] Howell.

M- [Roger] Sherman.

M- [John] Beatty.

M- [John] Montgomery.

Ordered, That they meet in the Congress Chamber to-morrow at

10 o'clock, and proceed on the business.'

MONDAY, JANUARY 26, 1784.

Congress assembled : Present as before.

On motion of IVIr. [David] Howell, seconded by Mr.

[Arthur] Lee.

Ordered, That the secretary deliver to Josiah Hewes, one

of the directors of the Library Company of Philadelphia, two

setts of the Journals of Congress, neatly bound, for the use of

the said Library Company.
On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh]

WiUiamson, Mr. [James] Tilton and Mr. [James] Monroe, to

' This motion, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 27, foho 257. The indorsement gives it this date.

2 This motion, in the writing of David Howell, except the names of the members

of the committee and the order, which are in the writing of Charles Thomson,

is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 305. The indorse-

ment gives it this date. The following, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson

undated, is on folio 309:

That it be an instruction to the Grand Committee to prepare and report to

Congress an estimate of current expences of the Continent from the !•* day of

January, 1784, to the 1'5 day of January 1785.
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whom was referred a memorial of Joseph Ward, and a

petition of R. Frothingham,

The committee to whom was referred the memorial [of] Jos. Ward,
late Commissary General of Musters, together with the petition of

Richard Frothingham, Field Commissary of MUitary Stores, for him-

self and the officers serving under him praying that half pay may be

allowed to them as it has been allowed to officers in the line of the

army beg leave to report that half pay not having been promised to

the officers referred to as the condition on which their services have

been performed they cannot claim it as a matter of right nor would

it consist with prudence to grant such a reward informed as Congress

are of the sentiments of several States concerning the grants that

have been already made. Wherefore, your committee submit the

following resolve.

Resolved, That half-pay cannot be allowed to any officer,

or to any class or denomination of officers, to whom it has

not heretofore been expressly promised.'

The Committee consisting of [Mr. Hugh WUliamson, Mr. James
TUton and Mr. James Monroe] to whom was referred the memorial

of Lieutenant Jn? Chever of 17** Dec?, 1783, praying for [pay] ten

months after the time in which he was deranged alledging that he

was employed during that period to guard British prisoners at

Frederick Town at the request of the Governor and Council of the

State of Maryland beg leave to report.

That they do not find that Lieutenant Chever was on duty during

the time referred to under the command of any Continental officer,

but in the service of a particular State who will doubtless reward his

services wherefore they submit the following resolve.

That the request of Lieu' Jn? Chever to be allowed full pay from
the 1^' of Jany, 1783, when he was deranged, till Nov? following

cannot be granted.^

On this day, according to CommitteeBook No. 186, the report of Mr.
[Thomas] Jefferson, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood and Mr. [Arthur] Lee, of

' This report, in the writing of Hugh Williamson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 149.

' This report, in the writing of Hugh WilUamson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 571. The indorsement states that it was read

this day and ordered to be filed.

98814°—27—VOL 26 i
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December 29, 1783, on Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry's motion of December 24,

respecting the books and papers of the ofBce of the Secretary for

Foreign Affairs, was committed. Mr. Gerry offered a new motion

February 27 which was negatived that same day.

Also on this date, the report of a committee on an Address to the

States on the subject of commerce, a motion of Mr. [James] McHenry
and an act of the legislature of Virginia empowering Congress to take

measures for counteracting the proclamation of the King of Great

Britain restricting trade was referred to Mr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr.
[Elbridge] Gerry and Mr. [Jacob] Read. The Virginia act is in No.

75, folio 391. The committee was renewed February 6, Mr. Lee
was dropped and Mr. [Hugh] Williamson and Mr. [Jeremiah Townley]

Chase added. On April 14, Mr. Thomas Jefferson was added and

the instructions to the delegates of Pennsylvania, of February 5,

were referred to the committee which reported April 22.

The Committee [Mr. Thomas Jefferson, Mr. Samuel Osgood and

Mr. Arthur Lee] to whom was referred the motion of M? [Elbridge]

Gerry for procuring access to the papers of the office for foreign

affairs, have agreed to the following Resolution:

Resolved, That a Deputy Secretary for foreign affairs, should be

appointed at some early day.*

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 1784.

Tliree states only attending; namely, Massachusetts, Con-

necticut and North Carolina and from the State of Pensyl-

vania, Mr. [Thomas] Miffin, and from the State of South

CaroHna, Mr. [Jacob] Read; the President adjourned Con-

gress till ten o'clock to-morrow.^

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 1784.

Five states only attending; namely, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, Pensylvania and North Carolina; and

from the State of New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel] Foster; from

' This report, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 25, II, folio 331. The indorsement states that it was

referred on this day to Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood and Mr.

[Jacob] Read.
2 This paragraph was entered in the Journal by Henry Remsen, Jun.
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New Jersey, Mr. [John] Beatty; from Delaware, Mr. [James]

Tilton; from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase;

from Virginia, Mr. [James] Monroe, and from South Caro-

lina, Mr. [Richard] Beresford; the President adjourned Con-

gress till ten o'clock to-morrow.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Rhode Is-

land, Connecticut, Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia and

North Carolina: and from the State of New Hampshire,

Mr. [Abiel] Foster; from New Jersey, Mr. [John] Beatty;

from Delaware, Mr [James] Tilton, and from South Carolina,

Mr. [Richard] Beresford.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Arthur]

Lee, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson and Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, to

whom was referred a letter of 20 December, 1783, from

J. Carlton, secretary in the war office.

Resolved, That the secretary in the war office be, and he is

hereby authorized and directed, to issue such commissions

for promotions obtained in 1782, and such brevet commis-

sions under the act of Congress of the 30 September, 1783,

and other subsequent resolves, as remained unisBucd at the
time of - the resignation of the late Sccrctafy-for the De-

partment at Wo? have not been issued; to issue warrants on
the paymaster in favor of officers who were of the fines south-

ward of Maryland, for such rations retained in October,

November and December, 1782, as have not yet been settled

for, and for pay and subsistence advanced to the army since

the first day of January last; to make monthly estimates

for the government of the Superintendant of Finance, of

subsistence for the officers retained in service.

Resolved, That regular returns of military stores and of the

troops retained in service, be made to the war office.^

' The report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, I, folio 521. The words crossed out so appear in the report

and not in the Journal. Carleton's letter is in No. 60, foho 41.
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On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Edward]

Hand, Mr. [James] Tilton and Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, to

whom was referred a motion of Mr. [Edward] Hand [of

January 23],

Resolved, That the principals in the several departments

of quartermaster general, commissary of military stores,

cloathier, and of the hospital, be, and they are hereby

ordered to transmit, as soon as may be, to the war office, to

be laid before Congress, exact returns of aU the stores in

their respective departments, specifying the quantity and

quahty of each article, where deposited, in whose care, and

in what manner secured.

Ordered, That Mr. Joseph Carlton, secretary in the war

office, take the speedyest and most effectual method of con-

veying the foregoing resolution to such persons as are

affected thereby, in any part of the United States.^

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Thomas]

Jefferson, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood and Mr. [Hugh] Williamson,

to whom were referred a letter of 25 December, 1783, from

John Allan, and the papers therein enclosed.

Resolved, That a copy of the said letter be sent to the gov-

ernor of Massachusetts, with a recommendation, that he

cause enquiry to be made, whether the encroachments

therein suggested, have been actually made on the terri-

tories of the United Statca State of Massachusetts, by the

subjects of his Britannic Majesty, from the government of

Nova Scotia, and if he shall find any such to have been made,

that he send a representation thereof to the British governor

of Nova Scotia, with a copy of the Proclamation of the United

States of the 14 instant which is to be enclosed to the gov-

ernor of Massachusetts for that purpose, requesting him in

a friendly manner, and as a proof of that disposition for peace

' This report, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 27, folio 255.
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and harmony which should subsist between neighboring

states, to recall from off the said territory, the said subjects

of his Britannic Majesty, so found to have encroached

thereon; and that the governor of Massachusetts be requested

to inform Congress of his proceedings herein, and the result

thereof.^

The report of the committee, on a letter of the 6 November,

from the legislature of New Hampshire, touching the pro-

ceedings and sentence of the court of appeals in cases of

capture, on the case of the Ship Brig Lusannah, having been

called for, and the same being read, as entered on the Journal

of the 21 instant,

A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by
Mr. [Edward] Hand,
That the consideration thereof be postponed; and on the

question for postponing, the yeas and nays being required

by Mr. [Abiel] Foster,

New Hampshire,
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[Motion of Mr Hugh Williamson. 29•^ January, 1784. Referred
to M? Thomas Jefferson, Mr Hugh Williamson Mr David HoweU.]
Resolved, That his late Commission be returned to General Wash-

ington in a neat gold box to be preserved among the archives of his

family.'

The Committee consisting of Mr. [William] Ellery, Mr. [Samuel]
Osgood and Mr. [Edward] Hand to whom the letter of Major Gen!
TCnox of the 3'? of January current with its enclosures was referred

offer the following report.

It appears to your committee from an inspection of said letter and
its enclosures, that Major Gen! EJiox has made the necessary provi-

sions and arrangements for the security and preservation of the
military stores and for the subsistence and cloathing for the troops

in the department under his superintendance, that he has reduced

the hospital department, and that measures were taken for making
suitable reductions in the Cloathiers and Quarter Master's depart-

ments;

That in consequence of directions from Gen! Washington the sev-

eral lines which composed the troops in that quarter are dissolved,

and that one regiment of infantry commanded by Brig. Gen! Henry
Jackson and fully officered, consisting of five hundred rank and file

is formed of the men whose times of service do not expire untU the

year 1785 and a corps of ArtUlery under the command of Major
Beauman of about one himdred and twenty;—That one comp^ of

infantry would be detached to Springfield to guard the valuable

public stores deposited there, a detachment of artillery at Albany,

and in its neighborhood were order'd to fort Schuyler to guard certain

stores which were sent there the last summer with an interttion of

taking possession of the posts on the western lakes;—that a company
and a small detachment of artillery miU be stationed at New York
at the request and under the orders of his Excellency Gov^ Clinton

imtil the powers of the civil government are fully estabhshed; and
that the remainder of the infantry and the corps of artillery would be

stationed in the garrison at West-point and its immediate

dependencies :

—

' This report, in the writing of Hugh Williamson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 307. The indorsement shows that it was pre-

sented and referred as above. It does not appear that the committee ever

reported. The commission remained with the archives of Congress.
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That great quantities of shot and shells are laying up at the furnaces

where they were made and it is the opinion of Gen! Knox that those

at Mount-Hope and Hibernia in N. Jersey and those at Salisbury in

Connecticut should be collected to the post at West-point.

That Gen! Washington had directed him to continue to superintend

the posts and military affairs in that department until the pleasure

of Congress should be known, that after the several arrangements

were made of the public business he was permitted to attend to his

own private affairs in Boston, and that he should soon set out for

that place.

Whereupon the following is submitted

Resolved, That Congress entertain a just sense of the attention of

Major Gen! Knox to the business of his department, and approve of

the arrangements he hath made for the security and preservation of

the public military stores; for the subsistence of the troops under

his command, and for the reduction of the hospital, Cloathiers, and

Quarter Master's department.

The necessary arrangements having been made for the preservation

and security of the pubhc military stores so far as the same come
imder the direction of a military command, and the army reduced

to one regiment of infantry and a small detachment of Artillery, your

committee submit to the consideration of Congress whether it be

necessary to continue a Major Gen! ui Command of the department

or West-point, with the pay annexed to a separate department.

Your committee are of opinion that a consideration of the utility

of collecting the shot and sheUs that are at Mount-Hope and Hibernia

in the State of N. Jersey and at Salisbury in Connecticut to the post

at West-point, cannot be properly taken up until complete returns

shall have been made to Congress from the War-Office agreeably to

the resolution of

Resolved, That previously to stationing a body of troops at New
York to be imder the orders of the Governor, imtil the powers of the

civil government of the state of New York shaU be established, a

request therefor ought to be made to and granted by Congress.'

1 This report, in the writing of William Ellery, is in the Papers oj the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 38, folio 371. According to the indorsement it was delivered

and read this day. Knox's letter and its enclosures are on folios 375-395.



66 Journals of Congress

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North
Carolina and South Carolina; and from the state of New-

Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel] Foster; from New Jersey, Mr. [John]

Beatty, and from Delaware, Mr. [James] TUton.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Samuel]

Osgood, Mr. [Samuel] Hardy and Mr. [William] Ellery, to

whom was referred a letter of 20 December, 1783, from the

Superintendant of finance, enclosing two contracts made
between the Board of War and Mr. James Byers, and a

proposition made by the said James Byers, on compliance

with wliich he is willing to rehnquish his contract.

The Committee to whom was referred the letter from the Super-

intendant of finance of the 20*^ of Dec^, 1783, enclosing two con-

tracts made between the Board of War and M? James Byars, submit

the following report.

That the Board of War and Ordnance did on the 2P- of Feby:

1778, in consequence of the following resolution of Congress, viz,

"That the Board of War and Ordnance be empowered to make a

contract with M^ Beyers as Superintendant of a Foundery of brass

cannon" contract with M- Boyers to give him a constant salary of

eight hundred dollars per annum during his good behavior and only foiu*

rations of provision and one ration of forage not per day but during

the then present war, and over and above these allowances twenty

four ninetieths of a dollar for every pound of ordnance he should

cast.

That the Superintendant of Finance states that on the 10'-'' of

June, 1782, there was due to the said Boyers 3,431 dollars and 51

ninetieths on account of the above contract.

That your committee not having the documcnta therefor cannot

determine on what prinoiploa the account was -adjusted, whether as

the contract wa3 made when the money of the United States wao
oonaidcrably deprooiated the aum was reduced by the ocalo estab-

liohod or not.

That on the 20'^ of May, 1782, the said Boyers agreed, with the

late Secretary at War to relinquish that part of the contract which
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allowed him twenty four ninetieths of a dollar for every pound of

ordnance he should cast and in lieu thereof to receive two dollars

per day to continue during pleasure.

That the Superintendant of Finance has not stated how much is

due under the last mentioned contract, but your Committee are of

opinion, if the said Boyers has not received money on account, there

may be about 2,000 dollars due.

That the said Beyers agrees to relinquish his contract which

allows him 800 dollars per annum during life upon the receipt of

half the debt due to him, by the pubUc; the other half to remain

on interest which may amoimt to about 3000 dollars.

That as the said Boyers' life annuity may be worth about ten

years purchase in ready money the proposal if agreed to would save

the be in favor of the United States about 8,000 dollars.

But your committee are of opinion that notwithstanding the pro-

posed advantage, justice and good faith due to the other creditors

of the United States will not permit that an order should issue for

the immediate payment of a definite and much less of an indefinite

sum.

They arc farther of opinion that in caoo the said Boycra adhcrca

to hia contract, the United Statca have a right to hia conatant

the Board of War and Commioaary of Military Stores; that the

may be diapcnacd with, in eaoo he rclinquiahco hia auppoacd right

to 800 dollars per annum, othcrwioe that the Commiaaary of Military

Stores should give him such dircctiono as may tend to render hia

Bcrviccs beneficial to the United States.

That the said Commissary of Military Stores should propose to

the said Boyers, in behalf of the United States, to relinquish all

right to his services in future a mutual relinquishment - of right and

Wherefore, the following resolution is submitted:

Resolved, That the proposal of Mr. James Byers, contained

in the letter of 20 December, 1783, from the Superintendant

of finance, cannot be complied with.

Resolved, That the CommtBsary-of Military Storca Super-

intendant of finance propose to Mr. James Byers, in behalf
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of the United States, a mutual relinquishment of right and

title to services and salary, and in case Mr. Byers shall not

assent to the proposition, that the eaiS: commissary of military

stores give him such directions as he is obHged to conform to

by his contract.^

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [John]

Beatty, Mr. [James] Wadsworth and Mr. [Samuel] Osgood,

to whom was referred a memorial of Calvin Partridge,

administrator to the estate of the late Colonel Alden, and

guardian to the children he left, praying that he may be

enabled to draw four years' pay now due to the widow of

the deceased.

Resolved, That as Congress, by their act of the 24 August

1780, have made provision for the widows of deceased officers,

and in case there be no widow, or of her intermarriage, for

the children of the deceased officer, it is inexpedient at

present to alter the mode prescribed for the payment of the

half-pay therein promised.^

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [James]

Monroe, Mr. [George] Partridge and Mr. [Hugh] Williamson,

to whom was referred a letter of 23 December, 1783, from

Daniel Parker, stating, that a ship called The Empress of

China, will shortly sail from New York, for Canton, in

China, under the command of Captain John Green, and

requesting sea-letters for said Green.

Resolved, That sea-letters be granted for said Captain

John Green, in the form following:

Most serene, serene, most puissant, puissant, high, illustrious, noble,

honorable, venerable, wise, and prudent Emperors, Kings, Repub-

' This report, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 481. The letter of the Superintendent of Finance

is in No. 137, III, folio 303. It was read December 27, 1783, and on January 9,

1784, referred to the committee.
' This report, in the writing of John Beatty, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 33. Partridge's Memorial is in No. 41, VIII, folio 68.
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lies, Princes, Dukes, Earls, Barons, Lords, Burgomasters, Council-

lors, as also judges, officers, justiciaries and regents of all the good

cities and places, whether ecclesiastical or secular, who shall see

these Patents or hear them read

:

We the United States in Congress assembled, make known, that

John Green, captain of the ship called the Empress of China, is a

citizen of the United States of America, and that the ship which he

commands belongs to citizens of the said United States, and as we

wish to see the said John Green prosper in his lawful affairs, our

prayer is to aU the beforementioned, and to each of them separately,

where the said John Green shall arrive with his vessel and cargo,

that they may please to receive him with goodness, and treat him in

a becoming manner, permitting him upon the usual toUs and ex-

pences in passing and repassing, to pass, navigate and frequent the

ports, passes and territories, to the end, to transact his business

where and in what manner he shall judge proper, whereof we shall be

willingly indebted.

In testimony whereof, &c. &c.^

The Committee consisting of M' [Arthur] Lee, M' [Elbridge]

Gerry, and M? [Jacob] Read to whom the copy of a letter from

M^ Van Berckel respecting M. Dumas was referred, beg leave to

report, that the papers in the office of foreign affairs being inacces-

sible, they have not been able to trace the sums which have from

time to time been paid to M- Dumas for his services, nor to ascertain

what was the agreement entered into or the promises made to him

by the Secret Committee, in consequence of which he is said to have

quitted his former occupation in order to devote himself to the

service of the U. S. The Committee can only recommend the fol-

lowing resolutions.

Resolved, That the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the U. S. in Europe

be directed to enquire into the sacrifices and services of C. G. W.
Dumas, and the salaries he has received for the same, and if the lat-

ter have not been adequate to the former, that they allow him such

an additional sum of money as shall be a final compensation for the

sacrifices he may have made, and the services he has rendered.

Resolved, That Congress do not think it proper to employ a subject

' This report, in the writing of James Monroe, is in the Papers of the Conlinentai

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 11. Parker's letter is in No. 78, XVIII, folio 509.
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of any other nation, in Ministerial offices of confidence at Foreign

Courts.'

The Committee [Mr. David Howell, Mr. Arthur Lee and Mr.
James THton] to whom was referred a letter of Dec- 13, 1783, from

Jo' Reed, Esquire, offer to Congress the following report:

Resolved, That Congress always entertained a high sense of the

zeal, abilities and activity in the pubUc service manifested by Joseph

Reed, Esquire, formerly Adjutant General in the service of the United

States, and late President of the State of Pennsylvania.'

The Committee [Mr. Roger Sherman, Mr. James Tilton and Mr.
George Partridge] to whom was referred the petition of Captain

Ebenezer Sullivan one of the hostages delivered to the enemy for

the redemption of the prisoners taken at the Cedars in Canada on
the 20'-'' May, 1776, praying for a settlement of his accounts of pay
and rations, and an allowance for his sufferings loss of clothing &c.,

report

—

That it appears by the journals of Congress that on the third of

AprU, 1778, the Board of Treasury reported that the sum of one

thousand and eleven dollars should be paid him in full compensation

of his services and sufferings as a hostage for the troops taken by the

enemy at the Cedars in May, 1776, which was ordered by Congress

to be paid. That by the resolutions of the 30'?" March and the 19'!"

of May, 1778, he was entitled to pay and rations, whUe in the enemy's

possession and to pay, without rations when on parole. That it

appears by the certificates of the Commissary of prisoners, that the

said hostages were released the 11'" of February 1782. That on the

25*" of May, 1781, it was resolved, That aU officers who are hostages,

and arc liable to be called for by the enemy, and are not continued

in the line of any State, shall be entitled to their full pay until

redeemed, and to half pay for life afterwards, in the same manner as

officers of equal rank redeemed by the late arrangement. And by
Captain Sullivan's account he received his pay in bills of the New
Emissions, to the last day of August 1780. Whereupon the Com-
mittee submit the following resolution.

' This report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, foUo 157. It was delivered this day, the indorsement states.

See post, December 10, 17S4.

^ This report, in the WTiting of David Howell, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 237. The indorsement states that it was read on this

day.
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Rcaolvcd, That John Piorco paymaotcr goDcral be authoriBcd and

diroctod to adjuat and gottlo the aceounta of Captain Ebcnoacr Sul

livan and givo him a cortificatc for what may appear to be justly

due to him in the aamo manner as is gircn to other ofScera of tho lino

of the army
Resolved, That the Superintendant of Finance be directed to take

order for the settlement of the accounts of Captain Ebenezer Sullivan

agreeably to the Resolutions of Congress, and for issuing a certifi-

cate for what may appear to be justly due to him of the same tenor

as those issued to the officers of the line of the army.*

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1784.

Congress assembled : Present, Massachusetts, Connecticut,

Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and
South CaroUna; and from the State of New Hampshire, Mr.
[Abiel] Foster; from Rhode Island, Mr. [William] EUery;

from New Jersey, Mr. [John] Beatty, and from Delaware,

Mr. [James] Tilton.

[Robert Morris's report.]

Marine Office, 21st January, 1784.

Sir:

On Receipt of the Petition of Nathaniel Greenwood, together

with the Order of Congress of the ninth Instant to report I trans-

mitted them to the Commissioner of the Accounts of that Depart-
ment. I now humbly beg Leave to report to Congress a Copy
of his Letter on that Subject to me.

[Enclosure: Joseph Pennell's letter to Morris.]

Marine Office, Philad^ £OtJt. January, 1784.
Sir:

I cannot find amongst the Marine Papers anything to satisfy me
that the Brig Washington Capt. Martindale was a Continental Vessel
though I meet with some circumstances which induce me to believe

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Conti-
nental Congress, No. 19, V, foUo 465. The indorsement states that it was deliv-
ered January 29 and on January 30 the question taken and passed in the negative.
Sullivan's petition is in No. 42, VII, folio 174.
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that she was one of those Vessels fitted out by Order of his Excel-

lency Gen! Washington in the early part of the War and as the

Certificates accompanying the Petition of Mr. Nathaniel Greenwood

neither ascertain the Time or Terms of his Entry nor his Station

on board the Washington admitting her to have been a Continental

Vessel of War it will be necessary to enquire further into the matter

I therefore beg leave to submit the following Report Viz- The
Agent of Marine to whom was referred the Petition of Nathaniel

Greenwood together with its Inclosures by Resolve of Congress of

9th Inst, begs leave to Report that as Congress have directed that

the Marine Accounts prior to 1st January, 17S2, be settled by Com-
mission the said Petition together with its Inclosures be referred to

the Commissioner appointed to settle those Accounts. I return you

the Resolve with its Inclosures.'

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 137, III, folios

439-443. According to the indorsement, it was read February 2, and entered.

On this day, according to the indorsement, was read a letter from General

J. Sullivan, dated Philadelphia, January 24, 17S4. It is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 44, folio 225.

Also, a copy of a letter, dated Havannah, December 14, 1783, from Oliver

Pollock, which was referred February 3 to Mr. [Jacob] Read, Mr. [Thomas]

Jefferson and Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase. It is in No. 50, folio 417.

Also, a letter of January 21 from the Superintendent of Finance. It was

referred to Mr. [William] Ellery, Mr. [John] Beatty and Mr. [Abiel] Foster. It

is in No. 137, III, foUo 431.

Also, another letter of February 2 from the Superintendent of Finance. It

is in No. 137, III, folio 451.

Also, another letter of January 21 from the Superintendent of Finance. The
indorsement states that it was referred February 3 to the Grand Committee of

January 23. It is in No. 137, Appendix, foUo 313.

Also, a letter of December 16, 1783, from Major General Philip Schuyler.

It was referred to Mr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson and Mr. [Hugh]

Williamson. It is in No. 153, III, folio 629.

Also, a letter of January 24, 1784, from the Superintendent of Finance. It is

in No. 36, folio 75.

Also, a letter of January 20, 1784, from the governor of New York. It is in

No. 36, foHo 79.

Also, a letter of January 21, 1784, from Major General Robert Howe. It is

in No. 36, folio 99.

Also, a memorial of February 2, 1784, from refugees from Canada, which

was referred to Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry and Mr. [Edward]

Hand. It is in No. 35, folio 197.

Also, a letter of February 2, 1784, from William Duer relative to the Canadian

refugees. It is in folio 199.
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^
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Rhode Is-

land, Connecticut, Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North

Carolina and South Carolina; and from the State of New
Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel] Foster; from New Jersey, Mr. [John]

Beatty, and from Delaware, Mr. [James] Tilton.

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Jeremiah Townley]

Chase, Mr. [Edward] Hand and Mr. [Roger] Sherman, to

whom was referred a letter of 29 January, from J. Carlton,

secretary in the war office, stating, that on the final adjust-

ment of his accounts, as paymaster to the late Board of

War and Ordnance, there remains a balance of 320 doUars

due from him to the United States, report,

"That they find upwards of sixty millions of dollars

passed through the hands of Mr. Carlton in his negotiations,

and in the opinion of the committee, the loss of three hundred

and twenty dollars, in the course of business of such extent,

is very inconsiderable, and cannot be imputed to want of

fideUty or neglect, but to unavoidable casualty:" WTiere-

upon.

Resolved, That the register of the treasury be, and he is

hereby directed in the settlement of the account of the said

Joseph Carlton, to credit hun with three hundred and twenty

dollars for the loss thus by him sustained.^

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [John]

Beatty, Mr. [Edward] Hand and Mr. [James] Tilton, to

whom was referred a letter of 19 January, from Lieutenant

Colonel Murnan, of the corps of engineers, desiring leave to

resign.

The committee to whom was recommitted the letter and papers

from Lt. Col. Murnan, requesting leave to resign his Commission and

' This report, in tlie writing of Jeremiah Townley Chase, is in the Papers of

the Continental Congress, No. 19, I, foho 523. Carleton's letter is in No. 60,

folio 45.
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be furnished with letters of recommendation to the French Ministry,

beg leave to report: That since the recommitment " of the papers,

they have received a letter from the Sec? at War "acquainting them
that" about two months ago, the Com' in Chief gave it as his opinion,

that the Officers of the Corps of Engineers, who are now in America,

should be retained in service: for the purpose of Superintending the

works and fortifications of the United States that are now, or hereafter

shall be established on the Frontiers for the defence of the Western

inhabitants and that the Officers of this Corps, in consequence of this

opinion consider themselves in service and entitled to the cmoluxncnta

of their commiaoiono up to thio time.—Wherefore your committee

aubmit the following rcaolutiona

:

That Lt. Col. Murnan has produced many ample and honorary

testimonials of his having distinguished himself a zealous, active,

intelligent and brave Officer from the ComJ in chief and the several

General Officers under whose particular orders he has at different

times served. Wherefore your Committee submit the following

resolutions:

Resolved, That the resignation of Lieutenant Colonel Mur-
nan be accepted.

Resolved, That Congress entertain a due sense of Lieu-

tenant Colonel Murnan's abilities and services; aind-iroc ly
Hjm.l'Jl iiTlXr (J11T13 tU!13txXlJ.\yiJ.V^Jl.^TJUVli V_HLJ.n-/ it\jyJi.yJ fJiXLlKJi-i \jj.

hie conduct ; and that the secretary be diroctod to furnish

him with a copy of thio roaolution, and that the secretary

deliver him a copy of this act, as a testimony of their ap-

probation of his conduct.^

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Roger]

Sherman, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood and Mr. [Jacob] Read, to

whom was referred a motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, re-

specting the papers belonging to the ofl&ce for foreign affairs,

Resolved, That an under secretary be appointed to take

the charge of the papers belonging to the office of the late

' The report, in the writing of John Beatty, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 469. The words crossed out so appear in the report

and not in the Journal. Murnan's letter is in No. 78, XVI, folio 403.
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Secretary for foreign affairs, until the further order of Con-

gress: that the membcra of Congrces have liberty to pe

to -thom and that none of them be taken out of the offico

»iee or cxtracta taken from them without the

ission of Congress and and that the said under

secretary make and lay before Congress, a list of the said

papers.^

Ordered, That Thursday next be assigned for the election

of the said under secretary.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Edward]

Hand, Mr. [David] Howell and Mr. [Hugh] WilUamson, to

whom was referred a letter from Brigadier General Armand,

in behalf of the foreign ofl&cers of the corps of engineers, the

legionary corps, &c.

The Committee consisting of M'. [Edward] Hand, M'. [David]

Howell, and M^ [Hugh] WiUiamson to whom was referred a letter

from Brigadier General Armand of the 26'" Jany., 1784, in behalf of

himself and the other foreign officers, requesting that measures may
be talien for securing the punctual payment of the interest arising

on the balances of pay due to them, beg leave to offer the following

resolve

:

Resolved, That the Superintendant of finance be, and he is

hereby directed to take measures, as far as may be consistent

with the finances of the United States, for remitting annually

to the foreign officers of the late corps of engineers, the

legionary corps lately commanded by Brigadier General

Armand, to Major Segond and Captain BeauKeu, late of

General Pulaski's corps and to Captain Pontiere, late aid-

de-camp to Baron Steuben, the interest of such sums as may
remain due to them respectively, after the payments which

' The report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 25, II, folio 329. The words crossed out so appear in thfe

report and not in the Journal.
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shall have been made to them in consequence of the resolu-

tion of the 22d of January last.^

The Committee of the Week [Mr. John Montgomery, Mr. Richard

Beresford and Mr. Elbridge Gerry] report that the memorial of

Lieutenant Palmer Cady of General Hazen's regiment, be read in

congress.^

The Committee [Mr. John Beatty, Mr. Edward Hand and Mr.
James Tilton] to whom was referred a Letter from B. Gen. Armand,
praying for the promotion of Captains De Bert and Le Brun, and

Lieuts. De Fontivier and Verdier, late of the Legion, and that

Congress would also be pleased to accept his resignation; and the

Letter from the Chevalier de la Luzerne, requesting the promotion

of Lieuts. Le Roy and Marcellin, late of the Pen? Line, beg leave to

report.

That on perusing the papers before them, and the Journals of

Congress, they find that the greater part of the Foreign Officers

who have served in the army of the United States, have at different

times been promoted. That appHcations for the promotion of those

gentlemen were made to Congress when assembled at Princeton,

and would probably have been attended with equal success with

those of Captains Second, du Pontiere, I'Enfant, Majors Vill-

franche and Murnan had not the adjournment of Congress inter-

vened. That they conceive it will reflect dishonor on them, since

they are going to France where their merit and conduct will be

judged of by the marks of approbation Congress shall bestow on

them compared with those they have given to others. That they

have served with great reputation in the American army until its

dissolution, as appears from testimonials produced.

Your Committee therefore propose the following Resolutions:

Resolved, That the commissions of Majors by Brevet in the army
of the U. S. be issued to Captains de Berdt and Le Brun, and the

Commissions of Captains by Brevet be issued to Lieutenants Fonti-

vier, Verdier, Le Roy and Marcellin.

' This report, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, I, foUo 99. It was also entered in the Secret Journal, Foreign

Affairs. Armand's letter is in No. 164, folio 501.

2 This report, in the writing of Richard Beresford, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 492, indorsed upon the memorial. It was read

on February 3 and referred to Mr. [Edward] Hand, Mr. [John] Beatty and Mr.

[Abiel] Foster,
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Resolved, That the Resignation of Brig? Genl' Armand be accepted.

Resolved, That Congress entertain a high and grateful sense of the

many signal services rendered by B. Gen: Armand in the course of the

late war, and that they request him to receive this public testimony

of their entire approbation of his conduct as a tribute justly due to

his distinguished merit.'

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1784.

Six states only attending; viz. Rhode Island, Connecticut,

Pensylvania, Virginia, North CaroUna and South Carolina;

and from the State of New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel] Foster;

from Massachusetts, Mr. [George] Partridge; from New-

Jersey, Mr. [John] Beatty; from Delaware, Mr. [James]

Tilton, and from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase;

the President adjourned Congress till ten o'clock to-morrow.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1784.

Six states only attending: viz. Massachusetts, Connecti-

cut, Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia and North CaroUna;

and from the State of New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel] Foster;

from Rhode Island, Mr. [David] Howell; from New Jersey,

Mr. [John] Beatty; from Delaware, Mr. [James] Tilton, and

from South CaroUna, Mr. [Richard] Beresford; the President

adjourned Congress to ten o'clock to-morrow.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Connecti-

cut, Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and

South CaroUna; and from the State of Rhode Island,
||

' This report, in the writing of John Beatty, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 25, II, folio 337. The indorsement states that it was read on

January 30, and on this day referred to Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr. [Jacob]

Read and Mr. [Edward] Hand.
On this day, according to the indorsement, was read a letter from Governor

George Clinton, dated January 31, regarding garrisons for the western posts.

It was referred to Mr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr. [Roger] Sherman and Mr. [Jacob] Read,

who reported February 23. See Post April 3,
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Mr. [William] Elleryil ; from New Jersey, Mr. [John] Beatty,

and from Delaware, Mr. [James] TUton.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh]

Williamson, Mr. [Jacob] Read and Mr. [Edward] Hand, to

whom was re-committed a report on a letter of 22 January,

from Brigadier-General Armand, and a letter from the

honorable the Minister of France,

The Committee consisting of [Mr. Hugh Williamson, Mr. Jacob

Kead and Mr. Edward Hand] to whom were referred letters from the

Minister of France, from B^ Genl. Armand and from Mr. General

Duportail with sundry other papers requesting that promotion may
be granted to certain foreign officers, beg leave to report that from

the letters and papers in their hands, it appears that during the

session of the late Congress and before the resignation of the Com?
in Chief applications had been made by the minister of France in

favour of Lieuts. Le Roy and MarceUin, and by General Armand in

favor of Captains De Birt and Le Brun and of Lieuts. Verdier and

Fontivieux, that on the sixth of November, an application waa

hia Aid do Camp who had acrvcd with him during the aicgca of

Gha3. Town and York without obtaining any special promotion,

and that on the 19'" of Nov. last Captain Houdin had petitioned

for promotion, his request being supported by certificates from the

Commander in Chief and sundry other general officers. It further

appears that the gentlemen referred to during several years active

service here, acquired the reputation of vigilant and good officers.

That about the time in which these applications were made, sundry

other foreign officers were promoted whose claims and services were

similar to those of the officers just mentioned, whence it is appre-

hended that as the appHcations were made in due time and while

those ofiicers in general were in service, their want of success, which

appears to have been accidental may bear a construction unfavourable

to the character of those oflBcers, when they return to their native

Country, wherefore your Committee submit the following resolve:

That the Commissions of Major by Brevet be issued to Capt. De
Bert, Capt. Le Brun Capt.Caataign and Capt, M! G. Houdin, and
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the Commissions of Captains by Brevet be issued to Lieuts. Verdier,

Lieut. Fontivieux Lieut. Le Roy and Lieut. Marcellin.

Major Do Brahm who has acrvod near six ycara aa a major in tho

Corps of Enginocra, having rcprcBcntcd that hia leave of abacnco

from the service of his Prince the Elector of Thiora did not extend

beyond the continuance of the war in America, and requcatcd such

marli:3 of attention ao have been shown to other foreign officers in

lilvo cireumstancco,

to Fcrd^' J. S. de Brahm, and tliat he be informed by the Under
Secretary at War that hia farther services to the U. S. are dispensed

Resolved, That the commissions of major by brevet, be

issued to Captains De Bert, Le Brun CaBtaigno and M. G.

Houdin; and the commissions of captain by brevet, be issued

to Lieutenants Verdier, Fontivieux, Le Roy and MarceUin.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Edward]

Hand, Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight and Mr. [James] Tilton,

to whom was referred a letter from Major F. J. S. de Brahm,

The Committee consisting of M? [Edward] Hand, Mf [Richard

Dobbs] Spaight, and M? [James] Tilton to whom was recommitted

a letter of the 29 Dec' 1783 from Major de Brahm praying that a

sum sufficient to defray the expence arising from his stay in Phila-

delphia and that of his passage to Europe may be granted him on
account of his pay, &c., and applying for promotion. Report that

his request as far as it respects an advance of money has been com-
phed with by a resolution of Congress of the 22 January, 1784.

On his apphcation for promotion, your committee report, that

Major de Brahm has served in the rank of Major from the 11 Febru-

ary, 1778, and that in their opinion the indulgence which has been

generally granted to other Foreign officers, ought to be extended to

Major de Brahm. They therefore submit the following resolution.

Resolved, That a brevet commission of lieutenant colonel,

be issued to Major de Brahm, of the late corps of engineers,

' This report, in the writing of Hugh Williamson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 25, II, folio 335.
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and that he be informed that his farther services are dispensed

with.^

Ordered, That the order of the day for electing an under

secretary, to take charge of the papers in the office for foreign

affairs, be postponed to Tuesday next.

The Committee consisting of M^ [William] Elleiy, Mr [John]

Beatty and M'- [Abiel] Foster to whom the letter of the Superin-

tendent of Finance of the 16'" January, 1784, respecting a claim of

D. Sprout for Money advanced to the Naval prisoners with its

enclosure was referred, report.

That if any supplies were furnished by David Sprout to any

citizens of the United States while they were prisoners to the British

during the late War, at the request of States to which they belonged,

or at the request of such citizens; to such States or citizens he

should apply for compensation; but as it appears from his letter

that no public charge was ever intended to be made by him, the

United States in Congress assembled are not accoimtable.'

Extract of instructions from the general Assembly of Pennsylvania

to their Delegates in Congress dated Dec- 9'^ 1783:

"This state as a Member of the republic of the United States has

ever considered its immediate interest but in subordination to that

of the great whole, and as national honor is of the first consideration,

this house cannot be too solicitous that all engagements to the public

creditors of every species and particularly the army who have so

distinguished a claim to our esteem and gratitude, should be faithfully

performed. They are therefore of opinion that the requisitions of

Congress upon the states for fimds, if yet insufficient, should be

extended till they are fully commensurate to this object; and that

the business of setting off the lands designed by Congress for our

line should bo expedited, and the allotment of them in the vicinity

of their other lands granted by this state requires your particular

attention it being considered by them as an essential point.

' This report, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 21. Armand's letter is in No. 164, folio 497. On
January 22 it was referred to Mr. [John] Beatty, Mr. [Edward] Hand and Mr.

[James] Tilton, and recommitted at some later day.

' This report, in the writing of Abiel Foster, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 381. The indorsement states that it was read this

day and on February 11, 1784, referred to Mr. [Jacob] Read, Mr. [Richard Dobbs]

Spaight and Mr. [James] Tilton. See poet, May 3.



February, 1784 71

Certain measures now pursuing by some European states having

a tendency materially to injure the general trade of America the

attention of this house is naturally turned to the aflFairs of Commerce
and herein are struck with an apparent defect in the constitution of

Congress for as the local exercise within the states, of the powers of

regulating and controlling trade, can result only in discordant sys-

tems productive of internal jealousies and competitions, and iUy

calculated to oppose or counteract foreign measures, which are the

effect of an imity of Council; this house are clearly of opinion that

the individual as well as general good will be best consulted, by
relinquishing to Congress aU these separate and independant powers,

And this house are willing and desirous on the part of Pennsyl-

vania to concur in substantiating this idea, by the necessary legal

acts.

Another object of national consideration has been the establish-

ment of a mint, and this house are desirous, your abilities should be

employed to carry that useful design into effect."

Submitted by
Thomas Mifflin.

John Montgomery.
Edw? Hand.

Annapolis, 5" Febuary 1784^

[Motion of Mr. Jacob Read.]

Resolved, That the deputies from the late hostile Tribes of the Six

Nations now assembled at be informed by the Commissioners
for Indian affairs, that Congress are weU pleased with their visit

and accept it as a mark of their disposition to renew the friendship

which subsisted so many ages between their ancestors and the citizens

of these States.

That Congress have resolved to take the earliest opportunity to

enter into a treaty of friendship and commerce with the Six Nations

and other Indians lately at War, and for that purpose will appoint

Commissioners to meet their chief men at the Jcnc30C upper town
some proper place on the first day of June, and that in the interim

' This extract is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 24, folio 175.

The indorsement states that it was read on this day and referred to Mr. [Arthur]

Lee, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. [Jacob] Read, Mr. [Hugh] WiUiamson and Mr.
(Jeremiah Townley] Chase. See post, April 22, 1784.
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Congress recommend to the Six Nations to employ themselves in

hunting and in raising corn for the support and maintenance of their

women and children, and that as a mark of the disposition of Congress

toward the Six Nations, Traders shaU be allowed to go among them
in the Spring.

Rcaolvcd, aldo, That the Agent for Indian Affairo for the Wcatcm
Department be directed to take the proper atcps to aaacmble the

chief men of the late hootilc wcatcm nationa of Indiano at Detroit,

to meet Commiaaioncra whom Congress will appoint to be there on
the firat day of September next, for the purpose of making terms

of peace, and entering into a treaty of friendship and commerce
with those nations.—That in the meantime Congress recommend to

them to employ thcmsclvca in himting and planting com to provide

for their women and children, and that Congrcaa will permit tradcra

to go among them immcdiatclj-.

Resolved, That the said Agent be directed to take the most effectual

steps to invite the chief men of the Indian nations inhabiting north

of Ilhnois river and east of the Mississippi, and of all the nations

inhabiting on the waters of the lakes from Michigan to the Lake of

the Woods inclusive, to meet Commissioners from Congress on the
1°' day of October next at Michilimackinac for the purpose of

entering into Treaties of friendship and commerce.

Resolved, That the said Agent confer with the Superintendant of

Finance on the expences of this business.'

The Committee of the Week [Mr. Edward Lloyd, Mr. John Beatty

and Mr. David HoweU] report that the foregoing petition from several

foreign officers be referred to a special committee.'

' This motion, in the writing of Jacob Read, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 30, folio 203. According to the indorsement it was referred on

this day to Mr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr. [Edward] Hand,
Mr. [Jacob] Read and Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. See post, February 10.

On this day, according to the indorsement, was read a petition of Lieutenant

G. Diong. It is in No. 42, II, folio 303.

' This report, in the writing of Edward Lloyd (?), is in the Papers oj the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 42, VI, folio 92. The petition, from Lillie, Liebert, Gosselin,

Diony and Selin, of Hazen's regiment, undated, is on folio 89. The indorsement

states that it was read on this day.

On this day, as the indorsement states, was read a letter of February 5, from

Brigadier General Moses Hazen's and referred to Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr.

[George] Partridge and Mr. [Arthur] Lee. It is in No. 78, XI, folio 285. Com-
mittee Book, No. 186, says the committee reported March 27.



February, 1784 73

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1784.

Five states only attending; viz. Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, Pensylvania and North Carolina; and
from the State of New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel] Foster; from

New Jersey, Mr. [John] Beatty; from Delaware, Mr. [James]

Tilton; from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase, and
from Virginia, Mr. [Arthur] Lee; the President adjourned

Congress to ten o'clock on Monday.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1784.

Six states only attending; viz. Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, Pensylvania, Virginia and North Caro-

lina; and from the State of New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel] Fos-

ter; from New Jersey, Mr. [John] Beatty; from Delaware,

Mr. [James] Tilton, and from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah

Townley] Chase; the President adjourned Congress till ten

o'clock to-morrow.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Rhode Is-

land, Connecticut, Pensylvania, Virginia, North Carolina

and South CaroUna; and from New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel]

Foster; from New Jersey, Mr. [John] Beatty; from Delaware,

Mr. [James] Tilton, and from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah

Townley] Chase.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Arthur]

Lee, JofforBon Mr. [Hugh] Wilhamson, Mr. [Edward] Hand,
Mr. [Jacob] Read and Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, to whom were

referred a report on letters of 16 and 30 December, from

General P. Schuyler, and a motion of Mr. [Jacob] Read thereon.

Resolved, That General Schuyler be, and he is hereby

directed to expedite the return of the deputation from the

late hostile tribes of Indians, with information to their
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constituents, that due notice shall be given them of the time

and place where Congress will hold a meeting, for settling

a general treaty with the Indian nations, which meeting they

may rest satisfied will be held as soon as the season and other

necessary circumstances will permit. In the mean time, the

Indian tribes may be assured of the protection of the United

States, so long as they continue in the peaceable disposition

which they now manifest, and which is highly pleasing to

Congress.^

Ordered, That the election of an under secretary, to take

charge of the papers in the office for foreign affairs, be post-

poned tUl to-morrow.

[Motion of David Howell]

Whereas notwithstanding lettershave been repeatedly written to the

states unrepresented in Congress urging them in the strongest terms

to send on their Delegates yet such has been the inattention of several

of the states to this important point that there have been but eight

states on the fioor for twenty days past, and nine states for a few

weeks only since the commencement of the present Congressional

year,

And whereas busincas of the groatcat importance Congress have in

contemplation to adjourn sometime in May next for the rest of the

year, provided the important business before Congress which requires

the consent of nine states can be by that time decided,

Resolved, That the President write to the states of New Hampshire,

New York, New Jersey, Delaware and Georgia, earnestly requesting

them to send forward their Delegates to Congress, that the public
important business of the United States which requires a speedy

decision may be despatched, that Congress may adjourn at the time

proposed.

Resolved, That the President write to the Supreme Executives of the

States of New Hampshire, New York, New Jersey, Delaware and
Georgia, and inform them that Congress have in contemplation to

adjomn in the month of May next and leave a Committee of the States

' Thia report, in the writiog of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No, 30, folio 201,
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in session the rest of the year and that the affairs of the U. States

absolutely require that those states should send forward their Dele-

gates to Congress for the despatch of the public business in the mean
time.

M: [Arthur] Lee, M: [William] EUery, M^ [John] Beatty.'

[Motion of Mr. James Monroe; referred to Mr. Elbridge Gerry, Mr.
James Monroe, Mr. Jacob Read, Mr. Roger Sherman and Mr.
David Howell.]

That the committee on the memorial from Canadian Refugees be

instructed to examine the engagements of Congress and of the com-
mander La chief to the people of Canada and report their opinion

how far the public faith under the laws of nations is thereby en-

gaged to make good the losses they have sustained from the part

they have acted imder those engagements.^

This motion, in the writing of William Ellery as to the preamble and the first

motion, and of David Howell as to the second motion, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 36, II, folios 311-313. The indorsement states that it

was referred on this day to the above-named committee.
' This motion, in the writing of James Monroe, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 35, folio 69. See post, February 13, 1784.

Another undated motion, in James Monroe's writing, is in No. 35, folio 89,

as follows:

Resolved, That the several addresses from the U. S. in Congress assembled to

the people of Canada Contain only invitations to them to join in the confideracy

upon the common principles of the Union, equally to commit their lives and
fortunes to the incertain events of War and to submit in either contingence to

the consequences thereof.

That as the advantages and disadvantages, in either event were before them,
the obvious reward on the one hand, freedom and the probable loss on the other,

that of life and property, the exertion of every individual was the effect of a
voluntary choice and preference for that alternative and that the losses which he
may have sustained from the B. Government as a penalty for such conduct

do not by any engagement expressed or implied, entitle him to retribution from
these States and that such a claim is not authoriz'd by the usage of nations

in similar circumstances.

That the attachment of these individuals to the American interest, their

attention to our troops in Canada and the losses which these considerations

expos'd them to, altho' they found no claim for retribution, entitle them to the

gratitude and attention of these States and that from motives of humanity as

well as policy it is advisable to give them such compensation as will relieve their

distresses.
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[Report of the Committee on Memorial of Refugees from Canada.
Committed to M? Elbridge Gerry, M? James Monroe, M? Jacob
Read, M^ Roger Sherman, M? David Howell.]

The Committee consisting of M? [Thomas] Jefferson, M? [El-

bridge] Gerry and Mr. [Edward] Hand to whom were referred a

memorial from Sundry officers. Merchants and Traders, in behalf

of themselves and other refugees from Canada, a letter from his

Excell? Governor Clinton, one from the Superintendant of Finance,

one from Major Gen! Howe, one from M.^ W"? Duer and the Copy
of an address to the Inhabitants of Canada, dated 24'^ Jan^, 1776,

Submit the following report:

That there are a number of Canadian refugees of various descrip-

tions who, induced by the recommendation of Congress, and actu-

ated by a love of Liberty did in the year 1776 espouse the American
cause by taking arms in its defence, or by furnishing supplies to the

troops employed in Canada; that when the Americans were un-

successful in Canada, those generous friends followed our fortunes

and retired with our army, which has occasioned the loss of the

greatest part of their property and reduced many of them to the

utmost distress, insomuch that those who formerly lived in affiu-

ence are now indebted to the cold hand of Charity for the means
of subsistence.

That the United States in Congress assembled, from a sense of

the merit of those unhappy people, did by a resolution of the 23-

April last signify to them a willingness to relieve their distresses

when circumstances should admit thereof. Yom- Committee beg
leave further to report that a number of the said refugees at or near

West Point do now draw rations from the public magazines for the

subsistence of themselves and families, and create thereby a heavy
expence to the United States, without affording an adequate relief

to their sufferings; that to avoid this expence and at the same time

to afford the sufferers that support which humanity and justice

appear to demand, and which Congress have acknowledged they

merit, your Committee submit the following Resolve:

That three Commissioners be appointed to ascertain the property and
circumstances OF THE CANADIAN REFUGEES at the time they re-

paired to the American Standard, their conduct and services during

the late War, and the sacrifices they have made in Consequence
thereof, and to report to Congress the particular case of each indi-
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vidual; that the said Commissioners be and they are hereby author-

ized and instructed to give orders for stopping the Issues of rations

to such of the said refugees as may not appear to merit the further

assistance of the United States.*

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 11, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present as yesterday.

Ordered, That the election of an under secretary, to take

charge of the papers in the office for foreign affairs, be

farther postponed till to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr.
[Arthur] Lee,

Ordered, That to-morrow be assigned for electing a deputy

secretary.

The committee consisting of [Mr. WilHam Ellery, Mr. Thomas
Jefferson and Mr. Arthur Lee] to whom was referred a note from the

honble the Minister of France dated the 30 Jany. last, informing

that H. M. C. M. from a desire to favour the progress of Commerce
between his realm and these United States, has nominated 4

consuls and 5 vice-consuls to reside in the towns of this continent

where he has judged their presence to be necessary, and that he has

appointed Mr. de Marbois consul general for the 13 U. S. to at-

tend more particularly to the general objects of Commerce,"
and doairing that Congrcao would be ploaaod to appoint a commit
too to treat with Mr. do Marboia relative to the recognition of the

That they have conferred with Mr. dc Marbois, who produced to

them a commission for himacif, appointing him Consul of France for

the states of Fcnaylvania and Delaware, and Consul general for the

1 8 U. S., to reside at Philadelphia.

Also a commiasion for the Sr. dc I 'Etombc, appointing him Con
aul of France for the states of Massachuactta, New Hampahirc and

Rhode laland, to reside at Boston.

' This report, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 35, folio 83. The indorsement states that it was delivered

this day, entered and read.
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A-oommiggion-for-thc Sr. do St. Jean dc Crcvccocur, appointing

him Coaaul - of Franco for the atatca of New Yorli, Connecticut and

New Jersey, to reaido at New York.

A commiaaion for the Chev. Danncmoura, appointing him Conoul

Baltimore.

Abo brevet appointing the Sr. Toacan vice consul at Portamouth

in New Hampshire.

A brevet appointing Mr. de Marboia vice consul at Rhode Island.

A brevet appointing Mr. Ostcr vice consul at Richmond in Vir

ginia.

A brevet appointing Mr. Retry vice consul at Wilmington in

North Carolina.

And a brevet appointing Mr. dc la Forct vice consul at Savannah

All which commissions and brevets the committee submit to tho

consideration of Congress, and beg leave to recommend,

That the said Officers be approved, the Commissions and brevets

registered in the Secretary's Office, and that thereupon acts of recog-

nition in due form be immediately issued to the states concerned, in

order that they may furnish them respectively with their exequatur

or notification of their quality, that the same may be made known
and published.'

On tho report of a The committee, consisting of Mr.

[WiUiam] EUery, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson and Mr. [Arthur]

Lee, to whom was referred a note from the honorable the

Minister of France, dated the 30 January, informing, that

"his Most Christian Majesty, from a desire to favour the

• This report, in the writing of Charles Thomson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 25, II, folio 339. It is indorsed by Thomson, "Delivered

in lieu of that of 30 January. Passed 11 Feby., 1784." The resolution and a

part of the preamble were adopted and entered on the Journal, February 11,

but on February 12 amendments were moved by Mr. Jacob Read and the entry

on the Journal was changed accordingly. Read's motion is on folios 343 and

345, with the following introduction, in Charles Thomson's writing:

The journal of the 11th being read, and an amendment having been moved
and adopted in the resolution respecting the recognitions of Consuls and vice

consuls, a motion was made by Mr. R seconded by to amend the recital

previous to the resolution by striking out the words "laid before Congress" &c.

to read "inclusive," and in lieu thereof to insert
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progress of commerce between his realm and these United

States, has nominated four consuls and five vice-consuls, to

reside in the towns of this continent where he has judged

their presence to be necessary; and that he has appointed

the Sicur Mr. de Marbois consul general for the thirteen

United States," laid before CongrcsB report,

That they have conferred with Mr. de Marbois, who pro-

duced to them four commissions for the said consuls, and

five brevets for the vice-consuls; which being read [whereby

it appears, that the said Sieur de Marbois is appointed consul

general of France for the thirteen United States of America;

the Sieur de I'Etombe, consul of France for the states of

New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Rhode Island; the

Sieur de St. Jean de Crevecceur, consul of France for the

states of Connecticut, New York and New Jersey; the said

Sieur de Marbois consul of France for the states of Pensyl-

vania and Delaware, and the Chevalier D'Annemours consul

of France for Maryland and Virginia: also that the Sieur

Toscan is appointed vice-consul at Portsmouth, in New
Hampshire; the Sieur de Marbois vice-consul at Rhode
Island; the Sieur Oster vice-consul at Riclimond, in Vir-

ginia; the Sieur Retry vice-consul at Wilmington, in North

CaroUna, and the Sieur de la Foret vice-consul at Savannah,

in Georgia: Whereupon,]

Resolved, That the said officora be approved, commissions

and brevets of the said officers, be registered in the secre-

tary's office; and that thereupon acts of recognition in due

form be immediately issued to the states concerned, in order

that they may furnish them respectively with their exequatur

or notification of their quaUty, that the same may be made
known and pubhshed.^

This report was also entered in the Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs. The
part in brackets was inserted on Feb, 12, on motion of Mr. Jacob Read.
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On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Jeremiah

Townley] Chase, Mr. [Hugh] WilUamson and Mr. [George]

Partridge, to whom were referred petitions of Captains

Gosselin, OUvie and Leibert, Canadian Officers, lately in

the regiment commanded by Brigadier General Hazen,

requesting that they may be furnished with money in pay-

ment for sundry articles with which they suppUed the troops

of the United States in Canada,

Resolved, That the Canadian officers be furnished with a

copy of the act of August 9, 1783; and that the commissioner

therein referred to, be required to give dispatch to the

settlement of the accounts of those officers.^

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh] Williamson,

Mr. [James] Monroe and Mr. [Roger] Sherman, to whom was

referred a letter of 20 January last, from J. Pierce, pay-

master general, respecting claims which have been made by

certain officers to half pay and the commutation for haK

pay, report.

That by a resolve of November 24, 1778, it was provided,

that all deranged officers should be entitled to one year's

pay; and it was further provided, that officers who had been

prisoners with the enemy, and then were, or thereafter

might be exchanged, should, if appointed by the authority

of the State, be entitled to return into the service in the

same rank they would have had if they had not been cap-

tured, under certain restrictions, and that they should

receive half pay tUl the time of their entering again into the

service. Under this act, certain officers claim half pay to the

end of the war, and the commutation for half pay from that

period during life. On which the committee observe, that

the half pay first mentioned, was promised as a temporary

' This report, in the writing of Hugh WilHamson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 22, folio 223. Gosselin's petition is in No. 42, III, folio 256.

Olivie and Leibcrt's petition is in No. 42, VI, folio 85°.
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support to such officers as should be re-appointed by their

respective states, and to none besides; and that all other

continental Ofl&cers who have been prisoners with the enemy,

and deranged, are entitled to one year's pay, and nothing

besides. That such was the intention of Congress, is ex-

plained by the subsequent acts of May 22, 1779, and May
26, 1781. There is no act under which those officers can

claim the commutation for half pay. It is provided by a

resolve of the 28 June, 1782, "that there shall be such addi-

tional pay and emoluments to the pay of captains and sub-

alterns serving as aids-de-camp to major and brigadier

generals, and to brigade majors, as shall make their pay
and emoluments equal to the pay and emoluments of a

major in the line of the army." Under this resolution,

certain aids and brigade majors, who are captains or sub-

alterns in the Line, claim commutation equal to that of a
major in the Une. This claim appears for sundry reasons

to be ill founded. The offices which those gentlemen held

out of the Une, were temporary, and the additional pay and
emoluments were certainly promised to them while they

continued to serve in those offices, and no longer. If they

are supposed to found their claim to the commutation of a

major, under the head of additional emoluments, their claim

must be HI founded ; for it is clear from the terms of the resolu-

tion, that pay and emoluments do not signify the same thing,

but the commutation is the substitute for pay alone or half

pay, and not for rations nor any other emolument. On the

whole, the committee are of opinion, that the paymaster

general, in settUng the accounts of the army, in all claims

which may be brought for half pay or commutation, should

be determined by the act of the 26 of January, 1784.^

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report.

' This report, in the writing of Hugh Williamson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, V, folio 185"', Pierce's letter is in No. 62, folio 5.

98814°—27—VOL 26 6
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On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr.

[David] HoweU,
Ordered, That attested copies of the proceedings of Con-

gress of the first of November last, for procuring a full

representation in Congress, be forthwith transmitted to the

supreme executives of the respective states.

iVnd that in futuro the Secretary of Congroaa and that a Commit

tee be appointed to roTioe the regulation of the Department of Sec

rotary of Congrcaa and to report ouch alterationa ao may be nccca

Sftfyr

The Committee of the Week [Mr. Samuel Osgood, Mr. John

Montgomery and Mr. James Monroe] report that the petition of

Anthony Seling a foreign officer be referred to a special committee^

[Motion of Mr. David Howell. Referred to Mr. David HoweU, Mr.

Hugh Williamson and Mr. Jacob Read.]

Congress having received information that the mail from the

southward has arrived here but twice for the last seven weeks and

then only from Virginia, and that the mail from the eastward has

arrived here but once for the last three weeks, notwithstanding

travellers both on horseback and in carriages have passed on the

post roads

—

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed to inquire into

and report to Congress the reasons of the aforesaid failures and to

dismiss or cause to be dismissed from the service of the department

any person, or persons, who may appear to have been deficient.^

' This motion, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 317.

» This report, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 41, IX, folio 272. Seling's petition is on folio 269. It was

referred to Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr. [James] Monroe and Mr. [David] Howell.

» This motion, in the writing of David Howell, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 61, folio 527. It was made on this day, according to the

indorsement, and referred to Mr. [David] Howell, Mr. [Hugh] Williamson and

Mr. [Jacob] Read.

On this day, the indorsement states, was read a letter of February 10th from

James Smith and referred to Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase, Mr. [Samuel] Os-

good and Mr. [William] Ellery. It is in No. 78, XXI, folio 345. Committee

Book, No. 186, says the committee reported February 13th.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1784.

Five states only attending; viz. Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, North Carolina and South Carolina;

and from the State of Pensylvania, Mr. [Thomas] Mifflin;

from Delaware, Mr. [James] Tilton; from Maryland, Mr.

[Jeremiah Townley] Chase, and from Virginia, Mr. [James]

Monroe; the President adjourned Congress till ten o'clock

to-morrow.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Rhode Is-

land, Connecticut, Pensylvania, Virginia, North CaroUna

and South CaroUna; and from the State of New Jersey, Mr.

[John] Beatty; from Delaware, Mr. [James] Tilton; and

from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase.

The Committee [Mr. Edward Hand, Mr. James Tilton, Mr. Samuel

Osgood] to whom was referred the memorial of Brigadier General

Michael Jackson, in which he sets forth that he has been severely

woimded in the service of the United States, and hopes and expects

in consequence thereof that Congress wUl order him the emoluments

of a Brigadier General, or a pecuniary reward equal thereto, beg

leave to report.

That in their resolutions of 26'!" August, 1776, and 25"" September,

1778, Congress have expressly declared that the provision made
for an officer or soldier, who has lost a limb in the service, or

is otherwise rendered incapable of getting a livelihood shall not
exceed one half of his monthly pay. That General Jackson con-

tinued in service until the end of the war and received the fuU pay
and emoluments of a Colonel untU the late discharge of the army;
that he is at this time entitled to the commutation of a Colonel,

and that in the present state of the public finances, it would be inex-

pedient to increase his emoluments;
Wherejore Resolved, That the desire of Brigadier General M. Jack-

son, for an increase of his emoluments as set forth in his memorial
of the 18* November, 1783, cannot be compUed with.'

' This report, in the writing of James Tilton, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, III, folio 269. The indorsement states that it was read on
this day. It was filed, "the act of 7 June, 1785, having made provision." See
post, June 7, 1785. Jackson's memorial is in No. 41, IV, folio 463.
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The Committee consisting of M? [Arthur] Lee, M^ [William]

Ellery and M'- [John] Beatty, to whom was referred a motion of

M- [David] Howell, beg leave to report the following resolution:

Resolved, That the President be directed to write to the Executives

of the Several states in the imion informing them that notwithstand-

ing the necessity of a full representation in Congress has been repeat-

edly pressed upon the states, yet nine states are not represented;

that the settling a General Peace with the Indians, assigning the

quotas to each state and arranging the western territory, together

with many other transactions of the last importance to the honor

and interest of the United States require indispensably the presence

of nine states, and ought to have the fullest representation of the

Union; that Congress think it will be expedient to adjourn in May,

and leave the business of less moment to a Committee of the States

;

that therefore the Executives of the States be most earnestly requested

to exert themselves immediately and effectually in urging on the

delegates of the same, that business of such high concern to the public

may be no longer delayed by their absence.'

The Committee of the Week [Mr. Samuel Osgood, Mr. John Mont-

gomery and Mr. James Monroe] report on the application of Captain

Edward Phelon for compensation for his sufferings in the service of

these states that the memorial be read in Congress.^

[Report of M? David Howell, M'- Hugh Williamson, M? Jacob

Read, on a motion respecting the irregularity of the Post Office.]

The Committee to whom was referred a motion of M? [David]

Howell for enquiring into the reasons of the late irregularities in the

arrival of the mails at this place—submit the following report:

It appears to your Committee that there have been great defects

and irregularities in the arrival of both the northern and southern

mails at this place for the last seven weeks, that tho' the severity

of the season may help to account therefor in some measure, yet as

there have been instances in which the post roads have been passed,

both by carriage and travellers on horse back, while the post riders

' This report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 36, II, folio 313. Committee Book No. 191 shows that it was

delivered on this day and filed.

' This report, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 41, VIII, folio 182. It was brought in on this or an approxi-

mate date. Phelon's application was read April 1 and referred to Mr. [Hugh]

Williamson, Mr. [Edward] Hand and Mr. [David] Howell. It is on foUo 180.



Februanj, 1784 85

omitted performing their tom-s of duty, there is reason to apprehend

some culpable neglect whereupon your Committee submit the follow-

ing resolution

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to enquire into

and report to Congress the reasons of the late defects and irregularities

in the arrival of the mails at this place, and to dismiss or cause to

be dismissed from the service of the department any person or per-

sons, who may appear to have culpably neglected his duty.'

Office of Finance, 24"^ Jany., 1784-

Sir:

The reestablishment of peace having at length given room for the

proper investigations, it becomes in me a duty of public justice to

mention to Congress the situation of those persons in Canada, or

out of it, who are creditors to the United States for property fur-

nished or services rendered in that Country. To these may perhaps

be added those who have claims for damages sustained. Persuaded

(as I am) that unless some general arrangements be taken on this

subject it will occasion a great expense of time and money together

with the loss of reputation, I think economy as well as justice calls

for a due attention to the subject in the present moment.

I submit then the following ideas, not as being a perfect plan, but

merely as hints to be perfectioned by the wise care of the United

States. And first it might be proper, that a Commissioner were

appointed to go into Canada, for the purpose of examining into the

several claims above-mentioned, with power to liquidate the same

and to give certificates of the amoimt. If it be a desirable thing

that justice be done, it is a necessary thing that the enquiries be

made on the spot. There and there alone can the due investigations

take place, so as to prevent either the public or Individuals from being

defrauded. Besides it will cost no more to maintain a Commissioner

there, than it will here, and many who have been both distressed

and oppressed are confined to that spot by their circumstances. It

may also appear to be of some importance, that by doing justice to

these people unsolicited, we secure their affections, which will prevent

Great Britain from using them hereafter against us. Neither will it

escape the attention of Congress that such a Commissioner may

' This report, in the writing of David Howell, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 61, folio 525. The indorsement states that it was read on

this day,
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transmit useful intelligence ; but this being rather in the Department

of Foreign Affairs, I shall not enlarge on it.

A natural question will probably arise as to the means of payment.

This may be answered by applying a Uke question to the case of other

public debts. But I conceive that another, if not a better answer

may be given. If a new State was set off about Detroit, and the

Lands sold to all inclining to purchase, with permission to pay in

certified Canadian debts, not only as specie, but even at a premium
of five per cent, the lands would pay the debts and the United States

would gain more than the amount of the payment by the very act

of making it. For an equal if not greater number of persons than

the Creditors in Canada would become settlers from that Coimtry,

and bring with them property beyond their purchase money. Nor

is that all. Such State would become a barrier of infinite importance.

It would secure eternal peace with the Indians and it would seciu-e

the Indian trade. For it would soon place the principal traders at

that spot in the character of American citizens.

RoBT. Morris.'

The Committee, consisting of M^ [Elbridge] Gerry, M? [James]

Monroe, M? [Jacob] Eead, M? [Roger] Sherman and Mr [David]

Howell, to whom was referred the report of a Committee on a

memorial of the refugees from Canada and also the motion of M'
[James] Monroe of the 10- February instant report.

That at the Commencement of the late War with Great Britain

the United States in Congress assembled, were very justly impressed

with the great weight and importance of the province of Quebec

and of the decided effect that the conduct of the inhabitants of

Canada must necessarily have in the dispute.

That Congress therefore took early measures to engage the in-

habitants of Canada in the interest of America, and if not to take

an active part at least to ensure their neutrality. The address to

the Inhabitants of the province of Quebec of the 26- October 1774

and the letter of 29'^ May, 1775, to the inhabitants of Canada
contain the strongest assiu-ances that Congress will pm-sue no meas-

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 137, III, foUo 447.

The indorsement states that it was read on this day. It was referred to Mr.

[Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. [James] Monroe, Mr. [Jacob] Read, Mr. [Roger] Sherman

and Mr. [David] Howell.
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iires whatever but such as friendship & a regard for mutual safety

& Interest might suggest." '

The Committee consisting of Mr [Richard Dobbs] Spaight, Mr
[Elbridge] Gerry and M? [Arthur] Lee to whom were [referred] the

report of the Superintendant of Finance on an extract from the

Journals of the General Assembly of Pennsylvania, and the report

of the Superintendant of Finance, on letters from Benjamin Stelle,

Commissioner for settling accounts in the State of Pennsylvania,

beg leave to report.

That, after having duly considered the matters to them referred,

they submit the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Commissioner for Pennsylvania govern him-

self by the directions given, and the rules prescribed by the Superin-

tendant of Finance and the Comptroller of the Treasury.^

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1784.

Five states only attending; viz. IMassachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, Pensylvania and Virginia; and from

the State of New Hampshire, IVIr. [Abiel] Foster; from New
Jersey, IMr. [John] Beatty; from Delaware, Mr. [James]

Tilton; from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase;

from North Carohna, Mr. [Hugh] WiUiamson; and from

South Carohna, Mr. [Richard] Beresford; the President

adjourned Congress till ten o'clock to-morrow.

' This report, in the writing of Jacob Read, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 35, folio 87. It is undated, but was probably submitted on this

or an approximate date. See ante February 10.

2.This report, in the writing of Richard Dobbs Spaight, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 19, V, foUo 409. It is undated, but Committee Book,

No. 186, gives it the date of January 12, and states that it was renewed Febru-

ary 13. The committee was enlarged by the addition of John Beatty and
Roger Sherman and reported April 13, according to Committee Book, No. 186.

On February 14, according to the indorsement, was read a memorial of L.

Liebert. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, V, folio 321.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1784.

Six states only attending; namely, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, Pensylvania, Virginia and South Caro-

lina; and from the State of New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel]

Foster; from New Jersey, Mr. [John] Beatty; from Delaware,

Mr. [James] Tilton ; from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley

]

Chase, and from North Carolina, Mr. [Hugh] Williamson;

the President adjourned Congress till ten o'clock to-morrow.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1784.

Six states only attending; namely, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Virginia and South
Carolina; and from the State of New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel]

Foster; from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase,

and from North Carolina, Mr. [Hugh] WUliamson; the

President adjourned Congress tiU ten o'clock to-morrow.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1784.

Six states only attending; viz. Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, Pensylvania, Virginia and South
Carolina; and from the State of New Jersey, Mr. [John]

Beatty ; from Delaware, Mr. [James] TUton ; from Maryland,

Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase, and from North CaroUna,

Mr. [Hugh] Williamson; the President adjourned Congress

till ten o'clock to-morrow.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1784.

The same states only and the same members attending as

yesterday; the President adjourned Congress till ten o'clock

to-morrow.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1784.

Only the same states and same members attending as

yesterday; the President adjourned Congress till ten o'clock

on Monday.
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1784.

Six states only attended; namely, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, Pensylvania, Virginia and North Caro-

lina; and from the State of New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel]

Foster; from New Jersey, Mr. [John] Beatty; from Mary-
land, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase, and from South

Carolina, Mr. [Jacob] Read.

Mr. Abiel Foster deUvered in Credentials of his appoint-

ment, certifying, that on the 26 of December last, he was
appointed a delegate to represent the State of New Hamp-
shire in Congress, until the first Monday in November
next.

State of New Hampshire,
In House of Representatives, Dec' 26ih 1783.

Voted, that the Hon"!* Abiel Foster Esq", be, and he hereby is

appointed a Delegate to represent this State in the Congress of the

United States until the first Monday of November next, unless

sooner relieved or recall'd by the General Assembly of this State,

with all the powers and privileges which other Delegates from this

State have heretofore had and enjoy'd agreeably to the Confederation

of the United States.

Sent up for Concurrence
John Dudley Speaker.

In Council the same day read & concurred,

E. Thompson Sec'-

Copy Exam?
Per Joseph Pearson Dep. Sec'-

'

The Committee, consisting of [Mr. Roger Sherman, Mr. Jacob

Read and Mr. Richard Dobbs Spaight,] to whom was referred an Act
of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, passed at

their session commencing on the 20* day of Oct" 1783, and the

form of a deed proposed to be executed pursuant thereto by the

Delegates of the said State, for ceding to the United States in Congress

' The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, New Hampshire,
Credentials of Delegates. It was entered in No. 179, Record of Credentials, and
not in the Journal.
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assembled all the right title and claim of the said Commonwealth to

the territory north west of the Ohio, Report,

That having carefully examined the said papers and compared

them with the Act of the United States in Congress assembled of the

13*" of September, 1783, find that the said Act of the general assembly

of Virginia comports with the terms proposed by said Act of Congress

and therefore submit the following resolution:

Whereas the Delegates of the State of Virginia have laid before

Congress a copy of an Act of the General Assembly of that State

passed at their session begim on the 20"" day of October, 1783,

authorising the said Delegates to convey to the United States in

Congress assembled all the right title and claim of the said State to

the territory lying North west of the river Ohio, and also the form

of a deed proposed to be executed by the said Delegates pursuant to

said Act;

Bcsolvcd, That Congress approve of the tcrma on which the oaid

territory is ordered to be ceded to the United Statco b}'' the aaid Act
of the General Aoocmbly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and

also of the propoaed form of a deed to be executed by the dclcgatea

of the said Statea for carrying the same into effect, and agree to

Resolved, That the United States in Congress assembled are ready

to receive the deed whenever the Delegates of the State of Virginia

are ready to execute the same.'

The President adjourned Congress till ten o'clock to-

morrow.

The Committee consisting of [Mr. Roger Sherman, Mr. William

Ellery and Mr. Jeremiah Townley Chase] to whom was referred a

letter from Dr William Shippen late Director general of the Hos-

pital dated Jan? 2P', 1784, requesting that the Commissioner for

settling the accounts of the hospital Department may be authorized

to make him a reasonable allowance for his expences in travelling,

and the hire of a servant and two horses, when employed in the

duties of the said office; and also for the use of a waggon and four

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, except the last paragraph,
which is in the writing of Richard Dobbs Spaight, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 30, foho 573. The indorsement states that it was read on
this day. See post, March 1.
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horses which were his property and constantly employed in the

hospital service. Report as their opinion

That the estabUshments made for the Director General and other

Officers of the General Hospital were such as Congress deemed

adequate to their services and expences: That as to the use of his

waggon and four horses which he says were constantly employed

in the hospital service, sufficient provision is already made for settling

all claims of that kind, but no allowance can be made therefor after

the 15'^ July, 1780, it being then ordained by Congress that no

military or staff officer should own or be interested in any waggon

or horses employed on hire or contract in the service of the United

States.— Upon the whole the committee are of opinion that no special

order he made on the aforesaid application.^

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Rhode Is-

land, Connecticut, Pensylvania, Virginia, North Carolina

and South Carolina; and from the State of New Hampshire,

Mr. [Abiel] Foster; from New Jersey, Mr. [John] Beatty;

from Delaware, Mr. [James] Tilton, and from Maryland,

Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase.

The Committee, consisting of [Mr. Hugh Williamson, Mr. James
Monroe and Mr. David Howell,] to whom was referred a memorial

of Major Anthony Selin who represented that he is a foreign officer

and prays for such assistance as has been afforded to other foreign

officers submit the following resolve

That the instruction of the 22°? Jan^ last to the Superintendant

of Finance in favour of certain foreign officers be considered by him
as extending and it is hereby extended to all foroignoro Creditors of

VllXJ Um tv^vA kJUlXlfT^'iS IVIJW IIUVU luiVKJiy U\MS'lt U1I1L1.'13 all LllU 1111J11VL3 Ul T.-lltJ

U. S. having commiaoiona in the acrvico of any foreign prince [Major

Anthony Selin late of General Hazen's regiment] ^

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, V, folio 477. The indorsement states that it was made
February 23. Df Shippen's letter is on folio 481.

' This report, in the writing of Hugh Williamson, except the words in brackets,

which are in the writing of David Howell, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 321. It was presented February 13.
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On motion of Mr. [John] Beatty, seconded by Mr. [Jacob]

Read,

Resolved, That the instruction of the 22 of January last,

to the Superintendant of finance, in favour of certain foreign

officers, be considered by him as extending, and it is hereby

extended to Major Anthony SeUn, late of General Hazen's

regiment.

The Committee consisting of M^' [Jacob] Read, M? [Edward]

Hand, and Mr [James] Monroe to whom was referred a letter of

November the 6*^ 1783, from Major General Duportail recom-

mending the promotion of Captain Castaing his Aid de Camp to

the rank of Major by brevet,

Report,

That Captain Castaing has received a promotion by brevet as an

officer of a regiment in the late Massachusetts line by virtue of the

resolution of the the day of last past.

But that as his extraordinary services out of the line of duty of

his regiment, as an aid de camp to Major General Duportail for four

years and particularly in the defence of Charles Town in S° Carolina

and the seige and reduction of York Town in Virginia and the recom-

mendation given him by the letter of Major General Duportail

deserve the acknowledgement and attention of Congress, And as the

dissolution of the army prevents any inconvenience, arising on the

subject of this promotion in the line of the regiment to which Capt.

Castaing lately belonged, and the rank requested may prove useful

to him in his own country, your Committee recommend that the

request of Major General Duportail, in behalf of Capt. Castaing

be granted, and that the Secretary in the War Office do make out,

and enclose to Capt. Castaing the brevet of Major in the Army of

the United States of America.'

This report, in the writing of Jacob Read, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 171. The indorsement states that it was delivered

and read this day, "debated February 26, 1784; question was talten and lost;

report negatived."
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Office of Finance, 77'" Fehy. 1784.

Sir,

I do myself the honor to enclose to your Excellency the copy of a

letter of the fourth Inst, from the Honorable M"' Huntington, in

consequence whereof I have requested M'' Carleton to take proper

measures for security of the public property. I should be wanting

to my own feelings, if I did not on this occasion place before Congress

the attention of the honorable writer, to whom I must at the same

time profess my obligations for rescuing from destruction so much of

the pubUc property as may be saved by his information.

Robert Morris.'

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Arthur]

Lee, Mr. [Roger] Sherman and Mr. [Jacob] Read, to whom
was referred a letter of 31 January, from the governor of

the State of New York,

Resolved, That the President inform the governor of the

State of New York, in answer to his letter of the 31 January,

1784, that nine states not having been represented, but for

a few days, since the adjournment of Congress to this place,

the arrangement of garrisons for the western and northern

posts has not been entered upon, nor can it be considered

till the states become more attentive to keeping up a full

representation in Congress.-

The order of the day being called for, to elect an under

secretary in the Office for foreign affairs, and a deputy

secretary. Congress proceeded to an election, but not coming

to a choice.

Ordered, That the order for electing an under secretary

and a deputy secretary, be postponed.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 137, III, folio 455.

It was referred on this day, the indorsement states, to Mr. [Hugh] Williamson,

Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry and Mr. [Arthur] Lee. Committee Book, No. 186, saya

the committee reported April 3.

' This report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 20, I, foUo 393.
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The Committee consisting of Mr [Jacob] Read, M? [Edward]
Hand and M- [James] Monroe, to whom was referred a letter from
Brig'' Gen' Lachlan Mcintosh dated Savannah in Georgia V^- Nov',

1783, and the papers enclosed in the same submit the following report:

That it appears to yom- Committee from unquestionable evidence

that Brig"' Gen! Mcintosh took an early and most decided part in

favour of the rights of America in the late contest with Great Britain.

That he has uniformly and on all occasions manifested the greatest

zeal for the service of the United States; and that before any forces

were levied or raised in the State of Georgia by authority of the

United States the said Lachlan Mcintosh was actually appointed by
the Convention of Georgia Colonel of the Battalion raised and
equipped for the defence of the then Province of Georgia.

That it further appears to your Committee that the United States

in Congress assembled being imposed upon and deceived by the

false and malicious information and misrepresentation of certain evil

disposed persons and particularly by means of a letter written by
George Walton late Governor of the State of Georgia dated Augusta
the 15"" Dec-, 1779, addressed to the President of Congress and
sent by the hands of Captain Clement Nash as an express for that

particular purpose, enclosing a paper purporting to be an extract of

the resolves of Council dated at Augusta 12"^ Dec- 1779, and also

by a letter purporting to have been from William Glasscock Esq?

speaks of the Assembly of the State of Georgia dated Augusta 30'"

Nov- 1779 addressed to the President of Congress and transmitted

by the same express have been made the instruments of an infamous

combination to injure and oppress the said Brigadier General

Mcintosh.

That under such imposition and misinformation the United States

in Congress assembled did accordingly on the 15'^ day of February
1780, Resolve, "That a copy of the letters from the State of Georgia

"as far as they relate to General Mcintosh be transmitted to that

"Officer and that he be informed Congress deem it inexpedient to

"employ him at present in the Northern Army and therefore that

"his services in that department be dispensed with until the farther

"order of Congress." That in consequence of the said resolve Briga-

dier General Mcintosh was suspended from his command without

any examination or trial and most injuriously laid under a grevous

and unmerited suspicion.
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That it appears from the Journals of Congress of Monday Septem-

ber the 25'^? 1780, that means were taken to bring the subject again

into review and tliat Congress were induced to agree to the report

of a committee in the words following, viz: "The Committee to

"whom was referred the letter of May 12'^ from M'' Glasscock and

"the Memorial of M'' George Walton, report,

—

"That, in the course of their enquiry respecting the business com-
"mitted to them, they have conferred with His Excellency Richard

"Howly the present governor of Georgia and been attended by
"M"' George Seegar Clerk of the General Assembly of the said State

"and have obtained from each of them a state of facts to which

"they beg leave to refer: That it appears that the paper containing

"the paragraph respecting Brigadier General Mcintosh and dated at

"Augusta m the State of Georgia the 30*" day of Nov? 1779 and
"purporting in general to be a letter or address from the Assembly
"of that State to Congress, did originate Ln and ought to be con-

"sidered as an act declarative of the sense of the said Assembly:

"And that the same was Officially transmitted with other public

"papers by Col Walton then Governor of that State to the President

"of Congress, and together with the proceedings of the said Governor

"and Council contained a sufficient groimd for the Act of Congress

"of the 15'^ day of February last for dispensing with the service of
" the said Brigadier General Mcintosh until the farther order of "Con-
gress," from which report it manifestly appears to your Committee
that Congress were again most grossly deceived and imposed on by
the artful misrepresentations of the said George Walton, Richard

Howly and George Seegar to the great injury of the said Brigadier

General Mcintosh.

That it further appears by the Journal of Congress of the 16""

July, 1781, that the said Geo Walton and Richard Howley at that

time delegates in Congress from the State of Georgia Ln furtherance

of their malicious views did anonymously oppose and vote against

the repeal of the resolve of the 15'- of Feb?, 1780, respecting the

said Brigadier General Mcintosh.

Your Committee find that by the extracts of the proceedings, of

the House of Assembly of the State of Georgia held at Savannah on

Saturday the P- Feb?, 1783, committed to them together with the

letter of the said Brigadier General Mcintosh, the said House of
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Assembly did on that day agree to the report of a Committee in the

following words viz:

"The order of the day being called for, when the House taking the

report of the Committee to whom was referred a letter from Brigadier

General Mcintosh with its enclosures and after some amendments."

Amendments agreed to the following viz: Th^t they have exam-

ined such papers and persons as have been offerred by different parties

from which it appears that the resolve of council dated Augusta

twelfth of December one thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine,

and the letter from the Governor to the President of Congress dated

fifteenth of December one thousand and seven hundred and seventy-

nine, respecting the general were unjust, illiberal and a misrepresenta-

tion of facts; that the letter said to be from William Glascock, speaker

of the assembly, dated thirtieth November, one thousand seven hun-

dred and seventy nine, addressed to the President of Congress

appears to your committee to be a forgery in violation of law and

truth and dangerous to the rights of its citizens, and that the Attorney

General be ordered to make the necessary enquiries and enter such

prosecutions as may be consistent with his office and duty.

Resolved, That General Mcintosh be informed that this House do

entertain an abhorrence of all such ungenerous attempts made use

of as appears by the papers laid before them to injure the character

of an officer and citizen of this State who merits the attention of

the Legislature for his early decided and persevering efforts in the

defence of America, which virtues this House have the highest

sense of."

Your committee think it their duty to represent to the United

States in Congress that in consequence of the suspension of the said

Brigadier General Mcintosh he has been greatly injured, lost the

opportunity of serving his Country and has also been deprived of

the promotion to which he was evidently intitled.

Your committee conceive the Honours and Dignity of Congress to

be essentially concerned in rendering the most complete justice in

their power to a worthy and brave officer who has served the United

States with great reputation for near eight years past and (except

from the dark danger of his private enemies above mentioned) with

an unblemished character, and therefore recommend the following

resolves

:

Resolved, That the vote for the suspension of Brigadier General

Lachlin Mcintosh passed by the United States in Congress assembled
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on the 15*" February, 1780, was obtained from Congress by mis-

representation and imposition, and ought not in any way to effect

the reputation of the said officer nor his right to promotion pay or

other emoluments to which he would have been intitled in case the

same had never passed.

Resolved, That the Secretary in the War Office do make out and

transmit to Brigadier General Mcintosh the Commission of Major
General in the army of the United States to take rank from day

of 178 .

Resolved, That the United States in Congress assembled entertain

the utmost abhorrence of the base acts used to injure and oppress

the said Brigadier General Mcintosh and are impressed with a just

sense of the honour fidelity patriotism and probity of the General

and of the great zeal he has uniformaly evidenced in the service of

United States, and that the Secretary of Congress do transmit a

copy of the foregoing report and of these resolves to him for his

information and satisfaction and as a small testimony of the sense

the United States in Congress assembled entertain of his merit.'

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1784.

Mr. Samuel Dick, a delegate for New Jersey, attended.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Rhode Is-

land, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pensylvania, Virginia,

North CaroUna and South CaroUna; and from the State of

' This report, in the writing of Jacob Read, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, IV, folios 25 and 29. Committee Book, No. 186, says that it

was presented on this day. Mcintosh's letter is in No. 162, folio 321.

On this day, as the indorsement states, was read a petition of Tarrasson

Brothers in behalf of Louis Bayard, dated Philadelphia, January 27, 1784. It

was referred to Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry and Mr. [Hugh]

Williamson. Committee Book, No. 186, states that the committee reported

December 20, 1784. The petition is in No. 42, VII, foUo 455.

Also, a letter of January 12 from Simeon De Witt, Geographer to the United

States. It was referred to Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood and

Mr. [Hugh] Williamson. It is in No. 78, VIII, folio 57.

Also, a letter of February 8 from Jonathan Lawrence. It is in No. 78, XIV,
folio 55.

Also, a letter of February 11, from Ph. Moore. It is in No. 78, XVi, folio 55.

Also, probably on this or an approximate date, a letter of February 21 from

Colonel Joseph Harmar. It is in No. 163, folio 377.
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New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel] Foster; from Delaware, Mr.

[James] Tilton, and from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley]

Chase.

The order for electing an Under secretary in the Office for

foreign Affairs, and a deputy secretary, was taken up, but

Congress not coming to a choice.

On motion of Mr. [Jacob] Read, seconded by Mr. [John]

Montgomery,
Resolved, That the order for electing an Under Secretary

in the Office for foreign Affairs, and a deputy secretary, be

postponed till Tuesday next.

On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr.

Howell [Jacob] Read,

Resolved, That Friday next be assigned for electing a

Secretary for foreign affairs.

On motion of Mr. [Hugh] WUhamson, seconded by Mr.

[John] Montgomery,

Resolved, That the Superintendant of finance take order

for advancing to Captain Gosselin, Captain Olivie and

Captain Libert, Canadian officers, severally one hundred

doUars on account of pay.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Rhode Is-

land, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pensylvania, Virginia,

North Carohna and South Carolina; and from the State of

New Hampshire, Mr. [Abiel] Foster; from Delaware, Mr.

[James] Tilton, from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley]

Chase and from South Carolina, Mr. [Jacob] Road .

On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr.

[Hugh] WiUiamson,

Resolved, That a standing committee of qualifications be

appointed to examine the commissions or credentials of the

members that are or may be in Congress till the first Monday
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of November next, and to report thereon, from time to time,

to Congress.

On motion of Mr. [Abiel] Foster, seconded by Mr. [John]

Beatty,

Resolved, That the resolution of yesterday, directing the

Superintendant of finance to take order for advancing to

several Canadian officers, one hundred dollars each, on
account of pay, be, and it hereby is extended to Lieutenant

Germaine Diesne of the same corps.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [James]

Tilton, Mr. [James] Monroe and Mr. [James] Wadsworth,

to whom was referred a motion of Mr. [David] Howell,

The Committee, [Mr. James Tilton, Mr. James Mom-oe and Mr.
James Wadsworth] to whom was referred the motion of M'- [David]

Howell respecting Samuel Sanford, late an ensign in Col Mosses
Hazen's reg' beg leave to report:

That by sufficient testimonials, he appears to have been honorably

discharged from the service of the United States, on the 20'-'' of

April, 1780, and, consequently, that he is entitled to the full benefit

of a resolution of congress, passed on the 10'" of the same month,

for making good to the line of the Army the deficiency of their

original pay occasioned by depreciation. It further appears from a

certificate signed by a committee of the general assembly of Rhode
Island that the legislature of said State have entertained doubts

whether M? Sanford was entitled to the benefit of the resolution of

congress of April 20'-'', 1781, recommending to said State and others,

to make provision for depreciation to officers and soldiers of Col.

Hazen's reg5 who are considered as part of the quota of the respective

States to which they belong.

Hence, concluding that justice is delayed in the case of a deserving

officer, youj committee concur in the motion as proprosed by the

honb'^ mover, viz:

Resolved, That it be recommended to the State of Rhode
Island and Providence Plantations, to make good the de-

preciation of the monthly pay of Samuel Sandford, late an
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ensign in Colonel Moses Hazen's regiment, agreeably to the

resolution of April 20th, 1781.

^

The Committee consisting of M- [Thomas] Jefferson, M^ [Arthur]

Lee and M- [Hugh] Williamson to whom was referred a letter of the

V* Nov., 1783, to the President of Congress from the Speaker of the

House of Representatives of the State of Connecticut in general

assembly convened, enclosing an address from that Honorable Body
to Congress, beg leave to Report,

That they have considered the address of the House of Repre-

sentatives of the State of Connecticut with that deference and
attention which are due to the representations of so respectable a

Branch of the Legislature of a member of the Union.

They perceive that it is a doubt with the General Assembly House
of Representatives of Connecticut, whether the Grant of half pay,

or commutation to the officers of the army, is warranted by the Con-

federation. Among the powers devolved by the Confederation upon
the U. S. in Congress is that of ascertaining the necessary sums of

money to be raised for the service of the U. S. and to appropriate

and apply the same for defraying the public expences. The wages

of the Army are clearly a part of the public expence, and to ascertain

what these shall be, as well as to appropriate and apply money to

the same is as clearly and explicitly vested in them as any other

power they exercise. Wlicthcr theoc wages shall consist of a certain

period and half of it for life, or a Commutation for the same must
of course be discretionary in Congress. The officers were at liberty

to say on what terms they would serve the pubHc; and there either

must have been no army, or Congress must have had the power of

stipulating on the part of the States a compliance with such demands

as appeared reasonable.

Congress exercised no other power in granting halfpay to the

officers, and in so doing seem to have acted in strict conformity with

the spirit of the Confederation. The commuting this for a gross sum,

proportioned to the value of the half pay, was a measure adopted

merely to satisfy those States, which objected to the halfpay, because

' This report, in the writing of James Tilton, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 283, the resolution, in the writing of David Howell,

being on folio 283-1. Sandford's petition is in No. 42, VII, folio 190.
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it looked like an establishment of Pensioners, an establishment

equally odious and impolitic.

The general assembly have conceived from an answer given to the

State of Rhode Island, that Congress deny the right of each indi-

vidual member of the Union, to consider whether their Requisitions

are founded in the Confederation.

Your Committee presiune that Congress never intended to question

such a right, which seems to be essential to and imalienable from a

free Community. On the contrary, Congress will always receive

with deference the representations on their proceedings, from any
State in the Union—will consider such representations with candor

—

and will most readily explain the reasons and principles on which

their proceedings were grounded.

That the officers of the army had a right to resign their Commis-
sions, if half pay was not granted to them; that they appeared deter-

mined so to do, and that the alternative offered to the then Congress

was either to have no army to defend the persons, liberty and prop-

erty of the people of the U. S. against an invading and implacable foe,

or to grant the half pay; are facts of unquestionable notoriety; and
as the right of Congress under the Confederation to make such a

stipulation appears incontrovertible, so upon the strictest review of

the then situation of affairs their prudence in doing so seems equally

unquestionable.

But even if both were questionable, yet as the grant has been

solemnly made, and the service for which it was made has been per-

formed, nothing remains at the present day but to consider of the

ways and means most adequate to the performance of the same by
the public with efficacy and good faith,

For the attainment of an object, in which the honor and interests

of the U. S. are so deeply concerned, Congress rely on the support

of the State of Connecticut, even if their opinion of the measure
should continue unaltered; because it must appear to the good sense

of the State that Congress cannot possibly conduct the business of

the Union unless the minority of the States shall, in important cases,

conform to the opinion of the majority and promote the execution of

their measures.

It is made another cause of complaint that tho' the State of

Connecticut have actually secured to the officers and soldiers of their

line the full of their wages to the last of Dec'', 1781, yet Congress

have proceeded to secure the same from August, 1780.
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Your Committee upon examination do not find that any State was
warranted in paying its line farther than the P' of August 1780;

tho' some States, for reasons imknown to Congress, extended it

to the last of December. This irregularity was in fact the cause of

what has given ground for the complaint. The Paymaster General

in settling the accoimts of the army governed himseK, as was his

duty by the Resolution of Congress, in consequence of which the lines

of some States may have received double pay from the P' of August

to the last of December, 1780.

To remedy this evil which has arisen from these irregular settle-

ments your Committee recommend the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the paymaster general be directed to govern him-

self in settling the accounts of the army, since the year 1779, by the

payments made by the different States to their respective lines in

the year 1780, so that where the pay has been secured by the State,

the same shall not be again secured by the U. S.'

Whereas by the 5*'' Article of the Confederation it is provided that

"For the more convenient management of the general interests of

the United States, delegates shall be annually appointed, in such

manner as the legislatures of each state shall direct, to meet in

Congress on the first Monday in November, in every year, with a

power reserved to each state to recall its delegates or any of them at

any time within the year and to send others in their stead for the

remainder of the year;

"

And whereas by the above article the annual appointment must
should be so made as to take effect on the first Monday in November,
and eannot bo ought not to be considered in future as valid unless

conformable thereto, as a difiFerent construction will tend greatly to

4efeat embarrass another provision in the Confederation, which is

that "no person shall be capable of being a delegate for more than

three years in any term of six years." Therefore,

Resolved, That the legislatures of the respective states be informed

that it will be indispensably necessary for them to regulate the

' This report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 20, I, folio 345. According to the indorsement, and the record in

Committee Books 186 and 191, the report was delivered February 13, the Address

of the Assembly of Connecticut having been committed on January 13. The
report was recommitted on this day to Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, Mr. [Arthur] Lee

and Mr. [William] EUery, who delivered a report March 1, which was debated

April 22.
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choice of their delegates conformably to the above article of the

Confederation, in order that the federal year may uniformly com-

mence at the time appointed.'

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, Massachusetts, Rhode Is-

land, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pensylvania, Virginia,

North Carolina and South CaroUna; and from the State of

New Hampsliire, Mr. [Abiel] Foster; from Delaware, Mr.

[James] Tilton, and from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley]

Chase.

On motion of Mr. [Jacob] Read, seconded by Mr. [Samuel]

Osgood,

Whereas the United States in Congress assembled, are

well informed, and entertain a just sense of the great bravery,

inteUigence, zeal and activity manifested during the course

of the late war with Great Britain, by Brigadier General

Armand, Marquis de Rouerie, in the service of the United

States: And whereas it also appears by a letter from the

late Commander in Chief, dated at Philadelphia, 15 Decem-

ber, 1783, addressed to the said General Armand, that,

superadded to general merit for good conduct, vigUance and

bravery. General Armand has, in a variety of instances,

' This motion is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 23, folio 243.

The following form, in the writing of Samuel Osgood is on folio 244.

The State (or Commonwealth of) to the United Stateo in Congrcoo axBcmblcd

Greeting This ia to certify that -our - truBty and well beloved duly appointed

the first Monday in November next or where any are appointed within the year in

the room of any reoigned or removed until the firat Monday in November next in

the room of

Witncoa hio Excellency our Governor, Prcoidcnt, Secretary, or-ao the cone may bo

And the great oeal of the State.

The indorsement states: "Motion of Mr. [Samuel] Osgood Feb. 26, 1783,

referred to Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr. [John] Beatty,

Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase and Mr. [Hugh] WiUiamson." Committee Book

No. 186 states that the committee was renewed May 11.
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particularly signalized himself as an excellent officer and
great partizan, and frequently rendered the United States

very valuable services.

Resolved, That the president write a letter to General

Arraand, Marquis de la Rouerie, expressive of the high

sense Congress are impressed with, of the services he has

rendered the United States, in the course of the late war
with Great Britain, and of the entire approbation the United

States in Congress assembled, entertain of his bravery,

activity and zeal, so often evidenced in the cause of America.

Rcoolvcd, That the Miniotcra Plenipotentiary of the United States

at the Court of Versailles, be and they are hereby directed to reeom
mend Brigadier General Armand, Marquia dc la Rouerie, in the

warmest terma to the favour and notice of hia Most Chriatian Majeaty,

aa an intelligent brave and excellent ofEccr. '

According to the order of the day, Congress proceeded to

the election of a Secretary for foreign affairs, but not agreeing

in the choice.

Resolved, That the order for electing a Secretary for foreign

affairs, be postponed till Monday next.

A motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by
Mr. [Roger] Sherman, in the words following:

Whereas, on the 4 day of June last Congress resolved,

"That the Secretary of Congress be directed to receive the

papers of the office of foreign affairs into his care, tiU a suc-

cessor to Mr. Livingston be appointed; and that the next

Wednesday (which then ensued) be assigned for the election

of a Secretary of the department of foreign affairs:" And
whereas the Secretary of Congress has, in consequence of the

said resolve, received cases without examining their contents,

supposed to contain the said papers, and also the books of

' This motion, in the writing of Jacob Read, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 36, II, folio 315.
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the office of foreign affairs, and informs Congress that he has

kept the said cases locked and sealed to the present period.

witliatanding he waa not-thorcto authorized by Congress and has
been ' often applied to by Mcmbera there of for the pcruaal of tho

aaid Books—ftftd

—

papcra ao eontaining information indiapcnaibly

noceaoary for arranging and conducting the moat important conccma

And whereas Congress have not hitherto been able to unite

in the election of a principal or a deputy for the said depart-

ment, and it cannot be conceived, neither does the resolution

import, that the members of this house, who have a consti-

tutional right to a free access to all the books and files of

Congress, should, under such circumstances, or under any
pretence whatever, be deprived of the perusal of those im-

portant documents; it is therefore

Resolved, That the Secretary of Congress be directed forth-

with to cause a Ust to be taken of the books and papers of

the office of foreign affairs, received by him, pursuant to a
resolve of the 4 of June last, and that any member of Con-
gress shall have access to the same, agreeable to the regu-

lations prescribed for the department of foreign affairs.'

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, seconded

by Mr. [Jacob] Read, to strike out the words, "and whereas

the Secretary of Congress, &c. down to "period," inclusive,

and on the question, shall those words stand the yeas and
nays being required by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry,

' This motion, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 319. A record of the four votes taken on this

motion is on folio 323.
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New Hampshire,



New Hampshire,

Mr. Foster,

Massachusetts,

Mr. Gerry,

Partridge,

Osgood,

Rhode Island,

Mr. EUery,

Howell,

Connecticut,

Mr. Sherman,

Wadsworth
New Jersey,

Mr. Beatty,

Dick,

February, 1784

10 J

>no

no

• no

no

Pennsylvania,

Mr. Mifflin,

Montgomery,

Delaware,

Mr. Tilton,

Virginia,

Mr. Jefferson,

Hardy,

Lee,

Monroe,

North Carolina,

Mr. Williamson,

Spaight,

South Carolina,

Mr. Read,

Beresford,

107

div.

>no

So the question was lost.

On the question to agree that the further consideration of

the motion be postponed till Tuesday next, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. [Jacob] Read,

Pennsylvania, 1

Mr. Mifflin, no \ div.

Montgomery, ay I

New Hampshire,

Mr. Foster,

Massachusetts,

Mr. Gerry,

Partridge,

Osgood,

Rhode Island,

Mr. EUery,

Howell,

Connecticut,

Mr. Sherman,

Wadsworth,

New Jersey,

Mr. Beatty,

Dick,

no

»no

no

• no

no

Delaware,

Mr. Tilton,

Virginia,

Mr. Jefferson,

Hardy,

Lee,

Monroe,

North Carolina,

Mr. Williamson,

Spaight,

South Carolina,

Mr. Read,

Beresford,

So the question was lost.
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On the question to agree to the motion as amended, the

yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry,

New Hampshire,
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such high concern to the public may be no longer delayed by their

absence.'

MONDAY, MARCH 1, 1784.

Mr. Jonathan Blanchard, a delegate for the State of New
Hampshire, attended, and produced credentials, by which

it appears, that on the 26th of December last, he was duly

appointed to represent that State in the Congress of the

United States, until the first Monday in November next.

Staxf of ^N^etp 1

Hampshire \^^ House of Representatives Dec' 26ih 1783.

Voted, that the Hon*"'? Jonathan Blanchard Esq: be and he

hereby is appointed a Delegate to represent this State in the Con-
gress of the United States untill the first Monday of November next

unless sooner relieved or recall 'd by the General Assembly of this

State with all the Powers & PrivUedges which other Delegates from

this State have heretofore had & enjoyed agreeable to the Confedera-

tion of the United States.

Sent up for Concurrence,

John Dudley, Speaker.

In Council the same day read & concurred,

E. Thompson, Sec^

Copy Exam?
Per J. Pearson, D. Sec^ ^

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Cormecticut, New Jersey, Pensyl-

vania, Virginia, North Carolina and South CaroHna; and

from the State of Delaware, Mr. [James] Tilton, and from

Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase.

' This report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 23, folio 183. The indorsement shows that it was postponed on
this day and ordered to be filed.

' The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, New Hampshire,
Credentials of Delegates. It was entered in No. 179, Record of Credentials, and
not in the Journal.

Sometime in this month (February), as the indorsement indicates, was read a

petition of Anthony Selin. It is in No. 42, VII, folio 184.
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A letter, of 31 January, from J. Bartlett, President P. T.

State of New Hampshire, was read, and also an enclosed

copy of an Act passed by the said State, January 1 and 2,

1784, entitled "An Act for granting to the United States in

Congress assembled, certain imposts and duties upon foreign

goods imported into this State, and for the purpose of pay-

ing the principal and interest of the debt contracted in the

prosecution of the late war with Great Britain." ^

A petition of Colonel George Morgan, being read in the

words following:

To the United States of America in Congress assembled.

The petition of colonel George Morgan, agent for the State of

New Jersey, respectfully sheweth. That a controversy now subsists

between the said State, and the Commonwealth of Virginia, respect-

ing a tract of land called Indiana, lying on the river Ohio, and being

within the United States. That your petitioner and others, owners

of the said tract of land, labour imder grievances from the said Com-
monwealth of Virginia, whose legislature have set up pretentions

thereto: that in consequence of instructions from the legislature of

New Jersey, to their delegates in Congress, Anno 1781, and the

petitions of Indiana proprietors, Annis 1779, 1780 and 1781, a hear-

ing was obtained before a very respectable committee of Congress,

who, after a fuU and patient investigation of the matter, did unani-

mously report, as will appear on reference to their printed journals,

for May, 1782, page 364, "that the purchase of the Indiana company,

was made hona Ude for a valuable consideration, according to the

then usage and custom of piu-chasing lands from the Indians, with

the knowledge, consent and approbation of the Crown of Great

Britain, and the then governments of New York and Virginia."

That notwithstanding this report, the State of Virginia still con-

tinues to claim the lands in question, to the great injury of yom-

petitioner and others. That your petitioner in behalf of himself and

the other proprietors of the said tract of land, applied to the said

State of New Jersey, of which some of them are citizens, for its

protection. That the legislature of the said State thereupon nomi-

nated and appointed your petitioner, the lawful agent of the said

' Bartlett 's letter is in the Papers oj the Continental Congress, No. 64, folio 242.
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State, for the express purpose of preparing and presenting to Con-

gress, a memorial or petition on the part and behalf of the said

State, representing the matter of the complaint aforesaid, to pray

for a hearing, and to prosecute the said hearing to issue, in the mode
pointed out by the Articles of Confederation. That the said legis-

lature ordered that a commission should be issued by the executive

authority of the said State, to your petitioner, for the purposes

aforesaid. That a commission was accordingly issued to your

petitioner, by the executive authority of the said state, a copy

whereof accompanies this petition. That your petitioner doth most
expressly deny that the State of Virginia hath any just or lawful

claim to the lands in question, and doth declare them to be the

property of your petitioner, and others as above mentioned. Where-

fore your petitioner as lawful agent of the said State of New Jersey,

prays for a hearing in the premises, agreeably to the ninth Article

of Confederation and perpetual Union between the United States of

America. Annapolis, February 26th, 1784. (Signed) George Mor-
gan, agent for the State of New Jersey.

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Beatty, seconded by
Mr. [John] Montgomery, that the said petition be com-

mitted: And on the question for commitment, the yeas and
nays being required by Mr. [John] Beatty,

ay

New HampsMre,
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So the question was lost.

A motion was then made by Mr. [Hugh] Williamson,

seconded by Mr. [Jacob] Read,

That a committee be appointed to consider and prepare

an answer to the State of New Jersey, to the appUcation

which has been made by Colonel George Morgan, in behalf

of that State, for the appointment of a court, under the

ninth of the Articles of Confederation, to determine the claim

of certain citizens of New Jersey, to a tract of land claimed

by the Commonwealth of Virginia to be within its juris-

diction.

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being

required by Mr. [Hugh] WiUiamson,

New Hampshire,
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Commonwealth, to the territory northwestward of the river

Ohio: And whereas the delegates of the said Commonwealth,

have presented to Congress the form of a deed proposed to

be executed pursuant to the said Act, in the words following:

To all who shall see these presents, we Thomas Jefferson, Samuel

Hardy, Arthur Lee and James Monroe, the underwritten delegates

for the Commonwealth of Vhginia, in the Congress of the United

States of America, send greeting:

[Whereas the general assembly of the Commonwealth of Virgmia, at

their sessions begun on the 20th day of October, 1783, passed an act,

entitled "An Act to authorize the delegates of this State in Congress,

to convey to the United States in Congress assembled, all the right

of this commonwealth, to the territory northwestward of the river

Ohio," in these words following, to wit:

"Whereas the Congress of the United States did, by their act of

the sLxth day of September, in the year 1780, recommend to the

several states in the Union, having claims to waste and unappropriated

lands in the western country, a liberal cession to the United States,

of a portion of their respective clauns, for the common benefit of the

Union: and whereas this Commonwealth did, on the 2d day of January,

in the year 1781, yield to the Congress of the United States, for the

benefit of the said states, all right, title and claim which the said

Commonwealth had to the territory northwest of the river Ohio,

subject to the conditions annexed to the said act of cession. And
whereas the United States in Congress assembled, have, by their

act of the 13th of September last, stipulated the terms on which they

agree to accept the cession of this State, should the legislature approve

thereof, which terms, although they do not come fully up to the

propositions of this Commonwealth, are conceived on the whole, to

approach so nearly to them, as to induce this State to accept thereof,

in fuU confidence, that Congress wUl in justice to this State, for the

liberal cession she hath made, earnestly press upon the other states

claiming large tracts of waste and uncultivated territory, the pro-

priety of making cessions equally liberal, for the common benefit

and support of the union. Be it enacted by the General Assembly,

that it shaU and may be lawful for the delegates of this State, to

the Congress of the United States, or such of them as shall be as-

98814°—27—VOL 26 8
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sembied in Congress, and the said delegates, or such of them so

assembled, are hereby fully authorized and empowered, for and on
behalf of this State, by proper deeds or instrument in writing, under

their hands and seals, to convey, transfer, assign and make over

unto the United States in Congress assembled, for the benefit of the

said states, all right, title and claim, as well of soU as jurisdiction,

which this Commonwealth hath to the territory or tract of country

within the lunits of the Virginia charter, situate, lying and being to the

northwest of the river Ohio, subject to the terms and conditions

contained in the before recited act of Congress, of the 13th day of

September last; that is to say, upon condition that the territory so

ceded, shall be laid out and formed into states, containing a suitable

extent of territory, not less than one hundred, nor more than one

hundred and fifty miles square, or as near thereto as circumstances

will admit; and that the states so formed, shall be distinct republican

states, and admitted members of the federal union; having the same
rights of sovereignty, freedom and independence, as the other states.

That the necessary and reasonable expences incurred by this State,

in subduing any British posts, or in maintaining forts or garrisons

within, and for the defence, or in acquiring any part of the territory

so ceded or relLaquished, shall be fully reimbursed by the United

States: and that one commissioner shall be appointed by Congress,

one by this Commonwealth, and another by those two commissioners,

who, or a majority of them, shall be authorized and empowered to

adjust and liquidate the account of the necessary and reasonable

expences incurred by this State, which they shall judge to be com-

prised within the intent and meaning of the act of Congress, of the

10th of October, 1780, respecting such expences. That the French

and Canadian inhabitants, and other]' settlers of the Kaskaskies,

St. Vincents, and the neighbouring villages who have professed

themselves citizens of Virginia, shall have their possessions and titles

confirmed to them, and be protected in the enjoyment of their rights

and liberties. That a quantity not exceeding one hundred and fifty

thousand acres of land, promised by this State, shall be allowed and

granted to the then Colonel, now General George Rogers Clarke,

and to the officers and soldiers of his regiment, who marched with

him when the posts of Kaskaskies and St. Vincents were reduced, and

to the officers and soldiers that have been since incorporated into the

' The portion in brackets was entered in the Journal by Henry Remsen, Jun.
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said regiment, to be laid off in one tract, the length of which not to

exceed double the breadth, in such place on the northwest side of

the Ohio, as a majority of the officers shall choose, and to be after-

wards divided among the said officers and soldiers in due proportion,

according to the laws of Virginia. That in case the quantity of good

lands on the southeast side of the Ohio, upon the waters of Cumberland

river, and between the Green river and Tenessee river, which have

been reserved by law for the Virginia troops upon continental estab-

lishment, should, from the North Carolina line, bearing in further

upon the Cumberland lands than was expected, prove insufficient

for their legal bounties, the deficiency should be made up to the

said troops, in good lands, to be laid off between the rivers

Scioto, and Little Miami, on the northwest side of the river Ohio,

in such proportions as have been engaged to them by the laws of

Virginia. That all the lands within the territory so ceded to the

United States, and not reserved for or appropriated to any of the

before-mentioned purposes, or disposed of in bounties to the officers

and soldiers of the American army, shall be considered as a common
fund for the use and benefit of such of the United States, as have

become or shall become members of the confederation or federal

aUiance of the said states, Virginia inclusive, according to their usual

respective proportions in the general charge and expenditure, and

shall be faithfully and iona Ude disposed of for that purpose, and for

no other use or purpose whatsoever. Provided that the trust hereby

reposed in the delegates of this State, shall not be executed, unless

three of them at least are present in Congress."

And whereas the said general assembly, by their resolution of June

6th, 1783, had constituted and appointed us the said Thomas Jefferson,

Samuel Hardy, Arthur Lee, and James Monroe, delegates to represent

the said Commonwealth in Congress for one year, from the first

Monday in November then next following, which resolution remains

in fuU force: Now therefore know ye, that we the said Thomas
Jefferson, Samuel Hardy, Arthur Lee, and James Monroe, by virtue of

the power and authority committed to us by the act of the said general

assembly of Virginia before recited, and in the name, and for and on

behaff of the said Commonwealth, do by these presents convey,

transfer, assign, and make over unto the United States in Congress

assembled, for the benefit of the said states, Virginia inclusive, aU

right, title and claim, as well of soil as of jurisdiction, which the said
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Commonwealth hath to the territory or tract of country within the

Emits of the Virginia charter, situate, lying and being to the north-

west of the river Ohio, to and for the uses and purposes, and on the

conditions of the said recited act. In testimony whereof, we have

hereunto subscribed our names and affixed our seals, in Congress,

the day of in the year of our Lord one thousand and
seven hundred and eighty-four, and of the independence of the United

States the eighth."

'

Resolved, That the United States m Congress assembled,

are ready to receive this deed, whenever the delegates of

the State of Virginia are ready to execute the same.^

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Beatty, seconded by
Mr. [John] Montgomerj'-, to add the following proviso: "Pro-

vided always, that the acceptance of the said cession, in

manner and form aforesaid, shall not be considered as imply-

ing any opinion or decision of Congress respecting the extent

or vaUdity of the claim of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to

western territory, by charter or otherwise." ^

And on the question to agree to this Amendment, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. [John] Beatty,

New EampsMre,
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The Committee [Mr. Thomas Jefferson, Mr. Jeremiah Townley
Chase and Mr. David Howell] appointed to prepare a plan for the

temporary government of the western territory have agreed to the

following resolutions:

Resolved, That the territory ceded or to be ceded by Individual

States to the United States whensoever the same shall have been

purchased of the Indian inhabitants and offered for sale by the U. S.,

shall be formed into distinct States, bounded in the following manner
as nearly as such cessions will admit, that is to say. Northwardly

and Southwardly by parallels of latitude so that each State shall

comprehend from South to North two degrees of latitude beginning

to count from the completion of thirty one degrees North of the

Equator, but any territory Northwardly of the 47'" degree shall

make part of the State next below. And Eastwardly and West-

wardly they shall be boimded, those on the Mississippi by that river

on one side and the meridian of the lowest point of the rapids of Ohio

on the other; and those adjoining on the east by the same meridian

on their western side, and on their eastern by the meridian of the

western cape of the mouth of the Great Kanhaway. And the terri-

tory eastward of this last meridian between the Ohio, Lake Erie

and Pensylvania shall be one State.

That the settlers within any of the said atatca the Territory so to

be pm-chased and offered for sale shall either on their own petition,

or on the order of Congress, receive authority from them, with

appointments of time and place for their free males of full age to

meet together for the pm-pose of establishing a temporary govern-

ment, to adopt the constitution and laws of any one of these States,

so that such laws nevertheless shall be subject to alteration by their

ordinary legislature, and to erect, subject to a like alteration, counties

or townships for the election of members for their legislature.

That such temporary government shall only continue in force in

any State until it shall have acquired 20,000 free inhabitants, when
giving due proof thereof to Congress, they shall receive from them
authority with appointments of time and place to caU a convention

of representatives to establish a permanent constitution and govern-

ment for themselves.

Provided that both the temporary and permanent Governments

be established on these principles as their basis

1 . [That they shall forever remain a part of the United States of

America.]
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2. That in their persons, property and territory they shall be

subject to the government of the United States in Congress assem-

bled, and to the Articles of Confederation in all those cases in which

the original States shall be so subject

3. That they shall be subject to pay a part of the federal debts

contracted or to be contracted to be apportioned on them by Con-

gress according to the same common rule and measm-e, by which

apportionments thereof shall be made on the other States.

4. That their respective governments shall be in republican forms,

and shall admit no person to be a citizen who holds any hereditary

title.

5. That after the year 1800 of the Christian era, there shall be

neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in any of the said States,

otherwise than in punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall

have been duly convicted to have been personally guilty.

That whensoever any of the said States shall have, of free inhabit-

ants as many as shall then be in any one the least numerous of the

thirteen original States, such State shall be admitted by its Delegates

into the Congress of the United States, on an equal footing with the

said original States, after which the assent of two thirds of the

United States in Congress assembled shall be requisite in all those

cases, wherein by the Confederation, the assent of nine States is

now required, provided the consent of nine States to such admission

may be obtained according to the eleventh of the Articles of Con-
federation. Until such admission by their Delegates into Congress,

any of the said States, after the establishment of their temporary
government, shall have authority to keep a sitting member in Con-
gress, with a right of debating, but not of voting.

That the Territory northward of the 45'" degree, that is to say

of the completion of 45° from the equator and westward of Lake
Superior extending to the Lake of the Woods, shall be called Sylvania;

that of the territory under the 45"" and 44'" degrees, that which
lies westward of Lake Michigan shall be called Michigania ; and that

which is eastward thereof within the peninsula formed by the Lakes
and waters of Michigan, Huron, S' Clair and Erie shall be called

Cherronesus, and shall include any part of the peninsula which may
extend above the 45*" degree. Of the territory under the 43'' &
42" degrees, that to the westward thro' which the Assenisipi or Rock
river runs shall be called Assenisipia; and that to the eastward in
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which are the fountains of the Muskingum, the two Miamis of Ohio,

the Wabash, the Illinois, the Miami of the Lake and Sandusky
rivers, shall be called Metropotamia; of the territory which lies

imder the 41°' and 40"" degrees, the western, thro' which the river

Illinois runs, shall be called Illinoia; that next adjoining to the east-

ward Saratoga, and that between this last and Pensylvania and

extending from the Ohio to Lake Erie, shall be called Washington;

of the territory which lies under the 39'" and 38'" degrees to which

shall be added so much of the point of land within the fork of the

Ohio and Mississippi as lies imder the 37'" degree, that to the west-

ward within and adjacent to which are the confluences of the rivers

Wabash, Shawanee, Tanissee, Ohio, Illinois, Missisipi and Missouri,

shall be called Polypotamia, and that to the eastward farther up the

Ohio, otherwise called the Pelisipi shall be called Pelisipia.

That the preceding articles shall be formed into a charter of com-

pact, shall be duly executed by the President of the U. S. in Congress

assembled under his hand and the seal of the United States, shall be

promulgated and shall stand as fundamental constitutions between

the thirteen original States, and those now newly described, unalter-

able but by the joint consent of the U. S. in Congress assembled and

of the particular State within which such alteration is proposed to

be made.'

The Committee of qualifications [Mr. Roger Sherman, Mr. Thomas
Jefferson, Mr. John Beatty, Mr. Jeremiah Townley Chase and Mr.
Hugh Williamson] appointed to examine the Commissions or creden-

tials of the Members beg leave to submit to Congress the following

Report

:

That M"" [Samuel] Osgood, a Delegate from the State of Massa-

chusetts, was on the 9'!" day of July last appointed by the legislature

of that State a Delegate to Congress for one year to commence the

first Monday of November then next.

That on the 14'" of February, 1781, he was appointed a Delegate

for said State from that time to the first day of November then next,

and on the 12'" of June then next took his seat in Congress.

That on the 25'" of June, 1781, the said Mj [Samuel] Osgood was

again appointed to said office for one year commencing the first

This report, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 30, fohos 49-51. The indorsement states that it was read

on this day, Monday next assigned for the consideration of this report; March
17, 1784, recommitted.
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monday of November 1781. and on the 7'" of June, 1782, he was
again elected for one year, to commence the first monday of Nov.,

1782. That he accepted said trust under each of said appointments.

That the final ratification of the Articles of Confederation was
compleated on the first day of March, 1781. That Congress assem-

bled on the 2°* of March, 1781, and took special notice of said

Ratification and entered on the Journal the names of the members
then present. Whereupon the Committee are of opinion that M'
[Samuel] Osgood, is by the 5* Article of the Confederation, incapable

of being a Delegate in Congress after the first day of March, 1784, he

having been a Delegate three years since the ratification of the Articles

of Confederation expiring on that day}

The Committee of the week, [Mr. Samuel Hardy, Mr. Abiel

Foster and Mr. James Tilton] report, that the representation from

Cap' Frederick Paschke late of the legion commanded by Count
Pulaski setting forth that he had accounted for the money he re-

ceived for the purpose of going to Europe and praying that the

benefit of the resolution of Congress of the 27 of April, 1778, might

be extended to him, ought to be referred to a Committee.

They also report, that the petition of Terrason Brothers & C? of

Philadelphia, praying the appointment of American Consuls for the

cities of Sette, Marseilles and Leghorn ought to be read in Congress.'

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 23, folio 241. Thomson has noted thereon: " Mr. Gerry, Mr.
Foster" and in another hand is: "To commit with amendment Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Lee." The indorsement states that it was made on this day, Wednesday
next assigned for consideration; on March 3'''' postponed till the 4"" and on
March 5 referred to Mr. [William] Ellery, Mr. [Jacob] Read and Mr. [Hugh]
Williamson.

' This report, in the writing of Samuel Hardy, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 32, folio 535. According to the indorsement it was pre-,

sented on this day. Tarrasson Brothers & Go's, petition is in No. 42, VII,

folio 459.

On this day, as the indorsement indicates, a memorial of Blair McGlenachan
was read. It is in No. 41, VI, folio 331.

Also, a petition from Golonel George Morgan. It is in No. 42, V, folio 291.

Also, a representation, dated Annapolis, January 24, 1784, of Captain Paschke
which was referred to Mr. [

Jamca] Tilton, Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight and Mr.
Jonathan Blanchard. It is in No. 43, foHo 213. Committee Book, No. 186,

shows that the committee was renewed April 19, 1784.
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TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present as yesterday.

According to the order of the day, Congress proceeded to

the election of an under secretary in the office for foreign

affairs, to take charge of the papers in that oflBce; and, the

ballots being taken, Mr. Henry Remsen, Jun- was elected,

having been previously nominated by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry.^

Ordered, That the election of a deputy Secretary be post-

poned tUl to-morrow.

Congress proceeded to the election of a Secretary for

foreign affairs, but not coming to a choice.

Ordered, That the election of a Secretary for foreign affairs

be postponed, untU the Committee appointed to consider

what reductions may be made in the civil Ust, and who were

directed to report specially on each department, shall have

reported.

On motion of Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by Mr.

[Elbridge] Gerry,

Resolved, That Mr. H. Remsen, Jun- under secretary in

the Office of foreign affairs, be, and he is hereby authorized

and directed, to take a Ust of all the papers in the office for

foreign affairs, and lay the same before Congress; and that

the members of Congress have access to the said papers,

under the regulations of the Office.^

On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr.

[David] Howell,

Ordered, That to-morrow be assigned for the consideration

of Indian affairs.'

This paragraph was also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign

Affairs.

' This resolution was also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign

Affairs.

» On this day, as the indorsement indicates, a letter of February 3, from

Francis Dana, was read. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 48,

VIII, foUo 61.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, the same states as yesterday,

and from the State of Delaware, Mr. [James] Tilton.

According to the order of the day. Congress proceeded to

the consideration of Indian affairs; and on motion of Mr.

[David] Howell, seconded by Mr. [William] Ellery,

Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for electing five com-

missioners to negotiate with the Indians.

On motion of Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by Mr.

[Arthur] Lee,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to revise the

4th and 5th of the instructions of the 15 of October last, to

the commissioners to be appointed to negotiate a treaty

with the Indians, and to report the alterations necessary to

be made.

On motion of Mr. -fWilliam] Ellory, seconded by Mfr

[Arthur] Loo,

Resolved, - That there bo added - to the number five, and
that seven commiBsioncrfr-bc clcGtcd for negotiating with
the Indians.

That the Dologatca of each atatc from Now Hampahirc -to Virginia

inoIu9iYcIy be authorized to nominato two pcraono, and that from
ouch nominations, five Commissioners to negotiate a peace with the

Indians pursuant to the resolution of Congress of and after the

day of last be appointed in the following manner, viz, one
Commissioner from the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts
and R. Island and Providence Plantations; one from Connecticut,

New York and N. Jersey, one from Pennsylvania, Delaware and
Maryland; one from Virginia and N. Carolina, and one from
South CaroUna and Georgia. That the time and place of the first

meeting of the Commissioners be ordered by Congress and notified

to each of them by the Secretary; and that any three or more of

them be authorized to proceed in the business from time to time,
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provided the others shall have been duly notified of each meeting

or adjournment in such manner as a Majority may direct.

M'- Gerry, M? Partridge.*

THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, the same states as yesterday,

and from the State of Delaware, Mr. [James] Tilton, and

from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase.

Congress proceeded to the election of five Commissioners

to negotiate with the Indians; and, the ballots being taken,

Mr. George Rogers Clarke, Mr. OUver Wolcott, Mr. Nathaniel

Greene, Mr. Richard Butler and Mr. Stephen Higgenson were

elected.^

Ordered, That the election of a deputy secretary be post-

poned.

The Committee of the Week [Mr. Jonathan Blanchard, Mr. Samuel

Dick and Mr. James Wadsworth] report,

On the petition of John David Woelpper formerly of the German
Regiment and late of the Invalid Regiment in the Barracks at Phila-

delphia. That the petition lay on the table.

On the petition of Bodo Otto late a Surgeon in the service of the

United States. That the said petition lay on the table.^

FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present as yesterday.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Thomas]

Jefferson, Mr. [David] Howell and Mr. [Arthur] Lee,

appointed to consider and report what further arrangements

' This motion, in the \\Titing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 337. The indorsement shows that it was debated

on this day, and postponed till to-morrow.
* The vote on the election of the commissioners is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 335.

• This report, in the writing of Jonathan Blanchard, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 32, folio 539. According to the indorsement it was pre-

sented on this day.

On this day, as the indorsement indicates, was read a letter of 8 February,

from David S. Franks. It is in No. 78, IX, folio 511.
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are necessary to carry into effect the proposed treaty with

the Indians;

Resolved, That the president immediately inform the

gentlemen elected commissioners for holding a treaty with

the Indians, of the said election, and that, as it is the wish

of Congress, that the negotiations should commence as soon

as possible, the commissioners are desired to meet at New
York, on the 10th day of April next, to fix upon the times

and places of holding the treaties with the different nations

and tribes of Indians, and give them respectively the speediest

information of the time and place determined on, inviting

them to meet accordingly.

Resolved, That all appointments of persons for negotiating

with the Indians, prior to that of the 4 instant, be, and they

are hereby revoked.

Ordered, That the secretary prepare and lay before Con-

gress, the form of a commission, for the persons appointed

to negotiate with the Indians, making any three of the same

competent to the business of their commission.

Resolved, That each of the Commissioners attending the Treaty

shall be allowed dollars a day, in full for his services during

such attendance exclusive of his expences necessarily incurred.'

The Committee [M^^ Hugh Williamson, M^ Elbridge Gerry, M?
James Tilton, M? Thomas Jefferson, Mr James McHenry] appointed

This report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 30, folio 207. A memorandum of the motions consequent upon
the last paragraph, which was lost, is indorsed on the report, as follows:

To postpone, M' Gerry, 1

M' Spaight,)

To commit, M' Lee, |

M' Reed,)^°^*-

M' Tilton,
1

M' Montgomery,P '^°^^^^^' ^°^^-

Six, ,M' Sherman,
M' WiUiamson.P^*-

M' Partridge,!
, ^

M' Reed, F^'
^°^*-

4 dollars, M' Reed, 1

M' Bedford,P°^*-

Eight, M' Spaight,! ^

M'Reed, T^*"
Seven, M' Gerry, 1

M' Spaight,)
'°®*-

M' Gerry, 1

M' Spaight,r%'
lost.

M' Sherman,! , ^

M' Lee, l^^^'
^°«*-



126 Journals of Congress

to consider what reductions may be made in the civil List have
agreed to the following resolutions,

Resolved, That the following offices be discontinued to wit:

The Charge des affaires at the Court of Madrid whose Dollars.

salary is 4444

Agent at the Hague 920
2°"' Under Secretary of Foreign Affairs 700

The Secretary of the War office 1000

Agent of Marine 1500

Paymaster 1000

Commissary of prisoners 1200

The Assistant to the Superintendant of Finance 1850

3 Clerks in the Office of Finance (meaning that 3 shaU

remain) 1 500

1 Clerk to the Comptroller 500

2 Auditors 2000

1 Chaplain 400

The establishment of the jaU 1338J^
Doorkeeper to Congress 400

Whereby an annual saving will accrue to the United States

of 18, 752M
doUs.

Resolved, That the following salaries may be reduced by taking

from the allowances heretofore established the following siuns, doik

The Superintendant of Finance 2000

The three foreign Ministers each 1111^ dols 3333 J^^

Whereby an annual saving wiU accrue to the United States of. 53333^

Resolved, That instead of the annual salary heretofore allowed to

the Judges of the Court of appeals they be allowed on every special

occasion, wherein they shall be called on, the sum of 14 Dollars each

for every day they shall sit in Court, and the same for every day
necessarily employed in travelling to and from Court.

Resolved, That after the day of the following offices

may be discontinued:

13 Commissioners for settling the accounts of the United doiis.

States in the several States 19,500

9 Clerks to the said Commissioners 4, 500
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5 Commissioners for settling the Accts. of the Staff Depart- dous.

ments 7, 500

9 Clerks to the Commissioners last mentioned 4, 500

Whereby an annual saving will thence ensue of .- 36, 000

Resolved, That the duties of Agent of Marine be performed by the

Secretary at War, who for his assistance therein shall retain a

Secretary of Marine heretofore allowed in the office of the Agent of

Marine.

A view of the Civil List as proposed to be reduced, (stated for the

satisfaction of the House, but not made a part of the Report.)

Secretary of Con-

gress 3000 Doll.

Deputy Secretary. 1000

2 Clerks 1000

Messenger 400— 5400

Chaplain 400

Secretary of For-

eign Affairs 4000

1 Under Sec-

retary 800

2 Clerks 1000— 5800

Secretary at War. 4000

Assistant 1250

2 Clerks 1000

Secretary of Ma-
rine 1000

Messenger 300- 7550

Superintendant of

Finance 4000

Secretary 1000

3 Clerks 1500

Waiter 300

Comptroller- 1850

Auditor 1000

6 Clerks of ac-

counts 3000

Register 1200

4 Clerks 2000

Messenger 192

Treasurer 1500

Clerk 500—18042

3 Foreign Minis-

ters @ 10000- -. 30000

1 Secretary of Em-
bassy 13333^

37192

31333}4

Brought for-

ward 37192

68525

H

3 Judges of appeals.'

' This report, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 26, folio 473. The indorsement states that it was read on

this day.
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[Report upon the motion for reducing certain loan office certificates.]

The Committee [Mr. Arthur Lee, Mr. Roger Sherman and Mr.

Jacob Read] appointed on a motion of for devising ways and

means to discharge that part of the public debt consisting of Conti-

nental loan office certificates issued between the 1" of Sept. 1777 and

the 1" of March 1778, beg leave to report,

That it appears from accoimts certified by the Register, that the

nominal amount of the said certificates is 3,459,000 dollars on which

by virtue of the Resolutions of Congress an annual Interest of 6 per

ct. is payable in specie amounting to 207,540 doUars. That the

said principal sum reduced to specie value by the scale adopted for

that purpose amounts to 2,438,571 dols. which at 6 per ct. would

bear an annual interest of 146,314 dols., so that the Interest now
paid on the nominal sum of the said certificates is a little more than

eight and an half per cent per annum on the real sum and exceeds the

interest of 6 per ct. on the specie value 61,226 dols. per annum, the

saving of which is in the opinion of the Committee an object worthy

of the immediate attention of Congress the States.

Upon which they submit the following resolution:

Whereas the loan office certificates issued on the credit of the U. S.

between the 1" of September 1777 and the P* of March 1778 draw
an annual Interest of 6 per ct. on the nominal sum, being about 8

and an half per cent on the true value reduced by the continental

scale of depreciation, the excess above 6 per ct. amounting annually

to the sum of 61,226 dols. which cannot be remedied but by paying

the principal due on the said certificates.

Resolved, That the States be called upon to raise in such way as

may be most convenient to them and pay into the Treasury of the

United States hands of the Continental Receivers in the respective

States by the last day of December next, the sum of 2,500,000 dollars

in the following proportions:

New Hampshire 87, 846

Massachusetts 374, 046

Rhode Island 53,863

Connecticut 220,154

New York 213,738

New Jersey 138,930

Pennsylvania 341,982

Delaware 37,405

Maryland 235,862

Virginia 427,478

North Carolina 181,676

South Carolina 160, 305

Georgia 26,716
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Which sums may be paid in money or in the loan office certificates

aforesaid reduced to specie value by the continental scale of depre-

ciation.

And that each State may be excited to a speedy compliance with

this requisition, and not be prejudiced by the negligence of any other

States

—

Resolved, That the several States shall be allowed interest at the

rate of 6 per ct pr annum on the nominal sums which shall be paid

in the said certificates by them respectively from the time the same

shall be paid into the hands of the Continental Receiver until every

State shall have furnished its quota aforesaid.

Resolved, That the monies arising from the said Requisition be

applied to the discharge of the principal of the said loan office certifi-

cates, and to no other purpose whatsoever.'

MONDAY, MARCH 8, 1784.

Mr. Gunning Bedford, a delegate for the State of Delaware,

attended.

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massachu-

setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pensylvania,

Delaware, Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina; and

from the State of Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase.

Congress proceeded in the farther consideration of the

report of the committee appointed to consider and report

what further arrangements are necessary to carry into effect

the proposed treaty with the Indians:

And the following paragraph being under debate, and

amended to read.

That each of the commissioners attending the treaty, shall

be allowed dollars a day, in fuU for his services dur-

ing such attendance, exclusive of his expences necessarily

incurred.

This report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 29, folio 205. The indorsement states that it was read on this

day and 19 Sept., 1786, referred to Mr. [Nathan] Dane, Mr. [Edward] Carrington

and Mr. [Melancthon] Smith. See post, September 19, 1786.

98814°—27—VOL 26 9
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A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded

by Mr. [James] Tilton, to strike out the words between

"allowed" and "his expenses," and after "incurred," to

add, "and such compensation for his time, as the nature and

extent of his services may require."

A motion was made by Mr. [WilUam] Ellery, seconded by
Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, to postpone the paragraph and amend-

ment under debate, in order to take up the following:

That Congress will make each of the commissioners for

negotiating a treaty with the Indians, an adequate compen-

sation for his time and services; and that the Superintendant

of finance be directed to advance each of them eight hundred

dollars on account. And on the question to postpone for the

purpose above-mentioned, the yeas and nays being required

by Mr. [David] Howell,

ay
New Hampshire,
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To postpone the consideration of the paragraph under

debate, together with the amendment proposed, in order to

take up the following: "That each of the commissioners for

negotiating with the Indians, be allowed seven dollars a day

for his services and expences:" And on the question for

postponing, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [El-

bridge] Gerry, ^

New Hampshire,
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And on the question to agree to this amendment, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. [William] Ellery,

New HampsJiire,
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 1784.

Only four states attending; namely, Massachusetts, Dela-

ware, Virginia and North Carohna; and from the State of

Rhode Island, Mr. [David] Howell; from Connecticut, Mr.

[Roger] Sherman, and from South Carolina, Mr. [Jacob]

Read.
THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Virginia

and North Carolina; and from the State of Pensylvania,

Mr. [John] Montgomery; from Delaware, Mr. [James] Til-

ton, and from South Carolina, Mr. [Jacob] Read.

FRIDAY, MARCH 12, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Delaware,

Virginia and North CaroUna; and from the State of Pensyl-

vania, Mr. [John] Montgomery, and from the State of

South Carolina, Mr. [Jacob] Read.

The president being absent through indisposition. Con-
gress proceeded to the choice of a chairman; and, the ballots

being taken, Mr. Thomas Jefferson was elected.

A motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by
Mr. [Jacob] Read,

"That an addition be made of one commissioner, to those

appointed on the 4th instant to negotiate with the Indians

of the northern and middle departments."

And on the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays
being required by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry,

New Hampshire, i

Mr. Foster, ay
[ ay

Blanchard, ay I

Massachusetts, i

Mr. Gerry, ay [ ay
Partridge, ay I
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Rhode Island,
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and appointed and by these presents do nominate constitute and

appoint them the said George Rogers Clarke, Oliver Wolcot, Na-
thaniel Greene, Richard Butler and Stephen Higgenson our com-
missioners giving and granting to them and to any three of them
full power and authority for us and in our name to confer, treat,

agree and conclude with the said Indians or with any nation or

tribe of Indians within the boundaries of the United States or border-

ing thereon in the northern and middle departments aforesaid, of

and concerning the establishment of peace with the said Indians,

extinguishing their claims and settling boundaries between them
and the citizens of the United States, in as ample form and with the

same eflFect as if we were personally present and acted therein, hereby

promising to hold valid and to fulfil and execute whatever shall be

agreed upon, concluded and signed by our said commissioners or any

three of them.

In testimony whereof we have caused the seal of the United States

of America to be hereunto affixed, witness his Excellency Thomas
Mifflin, president of the United States in Congress assembled this

twelfth day of March in the year of our Lord one thousand seven

hundred and eighty-four and of our Sovereignty and independence

the eighth.

Congress took into consideration the report of a committee,

consisting of Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, Mr. [Arthur] Lee and
Mr. [William] EUery, in answer to the address from the

house of representatives of the State of Connecticut, enclosed

in Mr. WilUams's letter, of the 1 November, and the following

paragraph being under debate, respecting the resolution

granting half pay for Life to the officers of the army.

"The resolution of Congress referred to, appears by the

yeas and nays, to have been passed according to the then

established rules of that body in transacting the business of

the United States; the resolution itself had pubHc noto-

riety, and does not appear to have been formally objected

against by the legislature of any State till after the Confed-

eration was completely adopted, nor tUl after the close of

the war."
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A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by-

Mr. [Arthur] Lee, to strike out the words, "nor till after the

close of the war."

And on the question, shall those words stand the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. [Arthur] Lee,

New Hampshire,

Mr. Foster, no no

Blanchard, no

Massachusetts, i ivir. lieaiora, no ] no
Mr. Gerry, no no

Partridge, no

Rhode Island, \

Mr. Ellery, no
[
no naray, no ;>no

Howell, no )

Connecticut,
]

Mr. Sherman, no
[
no

Wadsworth, no ) Mr. Williamson, ay } ay
New Jersey, 1 »

Mr. Dick, no J

Pennsylvania,
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as a delegate to Congress three federal years until the first monday
in November next.'

SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-
chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Virginia,

North CaroUna and South CaroUna; and from the State of

Pensylvania, Mr. [John] Montgomery.

The standing committee of quaUfication, consisting of

Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr. [John]

Beatty, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase and Mr. [Hugh]

Wilhamson, appointed to examine the commissions or cre-

dentials of the members that are, or may be in Congress till

the first Monday of November next, and to report thereon,

from time to time, to Congress, report.

That the delegates from the State of Delaware, now in

Congress, were appointed on the first day of February, 1783,

to represent that State in Congi-ess, the ensuing year; that

under said appointment, one of the members present took

his seat in Congress on the 10th day of March, and the other

on the 22d day of September, 1783. Whereupon, the com-
mittee are of opinion, that the year for which the said

delegates were appointed, expii'ed on the 1 day of Febru-

ary last.^

' This report, in the writing of WiUiam Ellery, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 23, folio 239. The indorsement states that it was read on this

day; Saturday, 13*^, assigned for consideration and on March 15, 1784, referred

to the Committee on Qualifications.

On this, or an approximate date, was read a letter of March 10 from the Super-
intendent of Finance. It is in No. 137, III, foUo 463.

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 23, folio 375. A copy is on folio 379.
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On the question to agree to this report, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. [James] Tilton,

New Hampshire,
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New Hampshire,

Mr. Foster,

Blanchard,

Massachusetts,

Mr. Gerry, no \ no Hardv. no ^no

Partridge,

Rhode Island,

Mr. EUery,

Howell, ay J Mr. Williamson, ay \ div.

Connecticut,

Mr. Sherman,

Wadsworth, no J Mr. itead, no ) no

New Jersey,

Mr. Beatty,

Dick,

So it passed in the negative, and the words were struck out.

On the question to agree to the motion as amended, the

yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Hugh] WiUiamson,

ay
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then ensuing, and that he took his seat in Congress, pursuant

to the said appointment:

Resolved, That the year for wliich Mr. G[unning] Bedford

was appointed, is expired.

A motion was then made by Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight,

seconded by Mr. [Jacob] Read,

As it appears to Congress that Mr. [James] TUton was

appointed on the first day of February, 1783, by the state of

Delaware, to represent the same in Congress, for the year

then ensuing, and that he took his seat in Congress pursuant

to the said appointment:

Resolved, That the year for which Mr. [James] TUton was

appointed, is expired.^

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being

required by Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight,

New Hampshire,
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MONDAY, MARCH 15, 1784.
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Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-
chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pensyl-

vania, Virginia and North Carolina; and from the state of

South CaroUna, Mr. [Jacob] Read.

A motion being made by Mr. [John] Montgomery, sec-

onded by Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson,

That one commissioner be appointed in addition to the

five already chosen, to negotiate with the Indians of the

northwest , and to-morrow assigned for that purpose.

A motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by
Mr. [George] Partridge, to amend by inserting the words,

"from the State of New York," immediately after the word
"commissioner." On this amendment the previous ques-

tion was moved by the State of Rhode Island, seconded by
the State of Connecticut, and on the question to agree to

the previous question, the yeas and nays being required by
Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry,

div.

)>no

New Hampshire,
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On the question to agree to the amendment, the yeas and
nays being required by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry,

New Hampshire,
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other States, on the ground that said territory was formerly claimed

by the King of Great Britain, who was divested thereof by the

joint exertions and common expense of the United States. And
whereas the States of New York and Virginia have ceeded to the

United States part of their claims to the said territory which have

been accepted by the United States in Congress, but no act hath

been done to quiet or recognize the right of said States to the residue;

And whereas an amicable settlement of all disputes respecting the

territorial claims aforesaid would promote harmony among the

States and strengthen their federal union.

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to those States who
stiU claim large tracts of western territory within the limits of the

United States, to authorize their delegates in Congress to make
liberal cessions out of said claims to the United States, and that

the same may bo aatiafactory te instruct them previously to confer

with a committee of Congress in order to agree on what cessions

it may be proper for such States to make, and the United States to

accept, in order to that so an amicable and final settlement may be

made of all disputes on that subject and acttlcmcnt may be made
of all diaputca on that subject the said States be entitled to the

guaranty contained in the articles of Confederation for secm-ing to

them the residue of their claims. That the result of such conference

be reported to Congress and to the Legislatures of the said States

respectively, for their approbation and final ratification.

To commit: M? [Elbridge] Gerry, M? [Thomas] Jefferson.*

TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 1784.

Congress assembled: present as yesterday.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Elbridge]

Gerry, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr.

[Jacob] Read and Mr. [Hugh] WiUiamson, to whom were

referred a letter of November 1, and one of December 25,

from Doct' Franklin, with sundry papers enclosed, together

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 30, folio 47. The indorsement states that it was read on

this day and on March 16, 1784, referred to the grand committee. Committee
Books, Nos. 186 and 191, show that the grand committee reported March 22.

On this day, as the indorsement states, was read a letter of March 13 from

Henry Remsen, Jr. It is in No. 78, XIX, folio 463.
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with a letter of 20 October, and one of 14 November, from

Thomas Barclay:

A letter from the Marquis de la Fayette, and sundry letters from

Mr. Dumas.

Resolved, That it is inconsistent with the interest of the

United States to appoint any person not a citizen thereof, to

the office of Minister, charge des affaires. Consul, vice-consul,

or to any other civU department in a foreign country; and

that a copy of this resolve be transmitted to Messrs. Adams,

Franklin and Jay, ministers of the said states in Europe.

That the said ministers be instructed to inform Mr. WUliam
Hodgden, merchant of London, that Congress have a grateful

sense of his benevolent and humane attention to the citizens

of these United States, who were prisoners in Great Britain

during the late war.

That a copy of the application of the Danish Minister, to

Dr. Frankhn, and of a paragraph of his letter to Congress,

on the subject of the capture of the Danish ship Providentia,

be sent to the supreme executive of Massachusetts, who are

requested to order te Doctor Franklifi: duplicate and authentic

copies of the proceedings of their court of admiralty, respect-

ing the said ship and cargo, to be sent to Doctor Franklin

Congress.

That a copy of all the letters from Mr. Robert Mont-
gomery, of Ahcant, with their enclosures to Congress and

the Secretary for foreign Affairs, be transmitted to the said

ministers, who are instructed to enquire on what grounds

Mr. Montgomery has undertaken to write in the name of

the United States, to the Emperor of Morocco, a letter by

which their characters and interest may be so materially

affected; and to take such measures thereon, as may be

proper and consistent with the interest of the said states.

That a copy of a letter from Thomas Barclay, consul of

the United States in France, of the 20 of October last, to
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Congress, be transmitted to the said ministers, who are

instructed to take the necessary measures for obtaining free

ports in that kingdom, one at least on the Mediterranean

fte4 one or more on the Atlantic, and one on the Mediter-

ranean.

That a copy of the paragraph from A to B of the letter of the 25 "*

of December last from Doctor Franklin bo tranamittod to the auprcmo
cxecutivca of the gevcral otatea, to be eommunieatod to their rcapec

conccivo the United Statca are midor, to rely solely on the own
Excrtiona to protect and accuro themaelvea againct the Manoeuvcra
of foreign Courts and to induce the several States to take tlio moat
cfTcctual measures for supporting the national credit 'and character

and to strengthen the Bonds of the federal union.'

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present as yesterday; and from the

state of Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase.

On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by Mr.
[John] Beatty,

Resolved, That the Superintendant of finance be directed

to take order for advancing to the Rev. Daniel Jones, chap-

lain to Congress, two hundred one hundred and fifty dollars

on account.^

' This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Conti-
nental Congress, No. 19, II, folio 349. General Lafayette's letter is in No. 156,
foUo 365. It was also entered in the Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs, in Secret
Journal, No. 4 (p. 227) and in Secret Journal, No. 6, Vol. Ill (p. 206).

2 This motion, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Conti-
nental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 341. The words lined out are so in the report
and not in the Journal.

On this or an approximate date was read a letter of March 17 from the Super-
intendent of Finance. It is in No. 137, Appendix, folio 345.

98814°—27—VOL 26 10
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THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 1784.

Mr. [Jacob] Read and Mr. [Richard] Beresford, delegates

for the State of South Carolina, produced a resolution of the

legislature of that State, of 11 and 13 February, 1784, em-

powering the delegates then in Congress "to retain their seats,

and continue to represent this State, until a sufficient number

of the delegates elected to represent this State, shall arrive

and take their seats in Congress."

[State of South Carolina]

In the House of Representatives February y- 11'^ 17S4

On motion,

Resolved,

That the Delegates who are now in Congress shall retain their

seats, and continue to represent this State, untU a sufficient number
of the Delegates Elected to represent this State shall arrive and take

their seats iu Congress.

Ordered, That the above Resolution be sent to the Honorable The
Senate for their concurrence.

By order of the House
John Sandford Dart, C. E. R.

In the Senate IS'-'' February 1784.

Resolved,

That this House do concur with the House of Representatives in

the above Resolution.

Ordered,

That the Resolution be sent to the House of Representatives.

By order of the Senate,

James Sharp, C. S.

Extracts from the Journals of the House of Representatives.

John Sandford Dart, C. H. i?.'

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pen-

' The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, South Carolina,

Credentials of Delegates. It was entered in No. 179, Record of Credentials, and
not in the Journal.
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sylvania, Virginia, North Carolina and South Carohna; and
from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [James]

Monroe, Mr. [David] Howell and Mr. [Roger] Sherman, to

whom was referred a memorial of Mr. Francis Cazeau,

The Committee to whom was referred the memorial of Francis

Cazeau, Merchant of Montreal agree to the following report:

That in 1775, when Congress ordered a detachment of troops into

Canada, the Commander in Chief addressed a letter to the inhabitants

of the Province of which the following is a paragraph:

"To frustrate therefore these inhuman designs of the enemy I have
detached Col- Arnold with a corps of the army and have enjoined

him (and I am confident he will obey my orders) to consider himself

in every respect and to act in every instance as if he were in the

country of his friends. He will receive with gratitude whatever pro-

vision or stores you may provide for him, and pay you in return the

full value. I therefore entreat you as friends and brothers to procure

for him whatever he may require, and I engage to you upon my faith

and honor that you shall receive a full and ample recompense."

That at this period M'' Cazeau resided in Montreal, was exten-

sively connected in commerce and possessed of a considerable landed
estate. That upon the arrival of our troops in Canada, as well as

during their subsequent operations, he manifested an earnest desire

for their success, gave them his counsel and assistance and contrib-

uted all in his power to promote the American cause.

That in Jany: 1776 he sold to the officers of the American army
cloth and other articles to the amount of 2,400 dollars, which sum he
received in paper money to support the credit of said money, and
that from his subsequent confinement, he was deprived of an inter-

course with these States, by which means it depreciated and sunk
in his possession.

That in March, April and May, 1777, at the desire of Gen! Arnold,

he purchased and manufactured near 12,000 bushels of wheat for the

use of our troops, 1,660 gross bund: wt: of which only he sold to the

Brittish contractor to prevent a suspicion of his design; that he re-

served the remainder for said troops in expectation of their return,

in consequence of which, as they failed to do it, the flour middlings

and bran spoiled for want of hands to take care of them, that he was
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at considerable expence in drawing the wheat from the country to

his mills, in storage and commissions to his clerk and that compre-

hending the whole, his loss in this instance must have amoimted to

9,500 dollars.

That he sent off about this time, by engagement with General

Arnold, under the care of his Agent M"' Keith, three batteaux loaded

with wine of different kinds, spirits and other articles necessary for

the troops under his command, with instructions to deliver them to

the first American officer a rccoit from whom he should find com-
manding a detachment on Lake Champlain, or the General command-
ing the army at Ticonderoga, on whatever conditions he should think

proper, a receit from whom should be considered as the performance

of his commission; but that upon M'' Keith's arrival at those posts

he found them evacuated by the American troops and whilst he

waited the orders of M' Cazeau thereon at the latter, he was at-

tacked by Major Brown who mistook him for a party of the enemy,

one of his men killed and the whole of the effects plundered and

destroyed ; that his loss in this instance, including the first cost of the

several articles, the expence of the batteaux, sending them to Ticon-

deroga and commissions thereon amounted to 4,500 dollars,

That he advanced to different expresses sent at different times to

our commanding officer in the northern department with necessary

intelhgence, the sum of 276 dollars.

That his Agent Robert Keith had the charge of a store at one of

his mills the goods of which he sold by order of said Cazeau to the

inhabitants to cultivate their regard and attachment to the American

interest, at prices much below what they otherwise would have com-

manded by which he sustained a loss of near £500.

That he had taken other measures to promote the American in-

terest which might probably have been successful, had not the

particular situation of these States put it out of their power to avaU

themselves of those circumstances or to act thereon.

That a conduct so decidedly favorable to America soon became

known to the government of Canada and exposed him to its censure

and resentment, that he was taken from his family carried to Quebec

and there confined two years and four months in close prison, that

great part of his landed estate hath been sold, his debts upon specialty

bills of exchange notes of hand, and account sequestered, his family

treated with disrespect, turned out of their own house to shift for
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themselves, and thrown upon the benevolence of a relation for the

common necessaries of life.

Whereupon the committee have agreed to the following resolutions.

Resolved, That as the depreciation of the paper currency

(mentioned in Mr. Cazeau's memorial) did not arise from a

voluntary act of Congress, but was an evil forced on us by

our exigences, hath been injurious to our own citizens as

weU as to foreigners, and as no compensation hath been made

the former, for the losses they have sustained thereby, the

United States in Congress assembled, cannot with justice

discriminate between them and any other class or descrip-

tion of men.

Resolved, That whatever stores or provisions Mr. Cazeau

purchased and collected, for the use of the American army,

by engagement of the officer commanding the detachment,

or other person duly authorized by him for that purpose,

whether they reached the detachment or not, if so purchased

and collected, they were destroyed, and he in that degree

injured, the United States are in honor and justice bound

strictly to make good the loss he sustained thereby [provided

it shall not appear, in the liquidation of his accounts, that

the said stores and provisions were to have been at his risque

untU the deHvery thereof].*

Resolved, That whatever Mr. Cazeau advanced to ex-

presses, to give necessary communications to our generals,

should be repaid him.

Resolved, That the sale of his goods to the inhabitants of

his province, to promote our interest, upon cheaper terms

than he might otherwise have obtained, was an act of

benevolence not authorized on our part, and can therefore

in justice give him no claim for retribution.

Resolved, That as the above sums were advanced under the faith

of government, at the desire of the commanding officer, they

' The part in brackets was added in Congress.
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shoiild be considered as loaned, and that he is justly entitled to

interest thereon, and that, considering every circumstance, it should

commence the first day of May, 1777.

[Resolved, That an interest of six per cent, per annum,
from the first day of May, 1777, be allowed to Mr. Cazeau,

on the above advances, and on the amount of the articles

so purchased and collected.]

Resolved, That the Superintendant of finance be, and he

hereby is directed to advance to Mr. Cazeau, the sum of

five thousand dollars on account, and to order his account

to be adjusted, and give him certificates for the payment
of the balance at such early and convenient times, as the

finances of the United States will admit of.

The Committee are of opinion that for the present. Congress can

come to no determination with respect to compensation for the

losses he hath sustained in his real and personal estate, from the

consideration of his services to these States during the late contest,

and that a decision upon that head be postponed until Congress can

fully investigate and come to some general determination upon the

propriety and justice of all claims of a similar nature.

Resolved, That in settling the accounts of Mr. Cazeau,

his own testimony, under oath, be admitted in support of

such other evidence as the circumstances of the case will

admit. ^

FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 1784.

Congress assembled : Present as yesterday.

Mr. [John Francis] Mercer, a delegate for Virginia,

attended.

' This report, in the writing of James Monroe, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, I, folio 561; the final paragraph, in the writing of Elbridge

Gerry, is on folio 5593^. A copy of the report, in Charles Thomson's writing,

is on folio 555. The paragraph in brackets was not in the original report, but
was substituted, during the debate, for the paragraph immediately preceding it.

This substitution is indicated on Thomson's copy.
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The report of the committee on a letter of 6 November,
1783, from the legislature of New Hampshire, touching the

proceedings and sentence of the court of Appeals in cases of

capture, on the case of the brig Lusannah, as entered on the

journal of the 21 January last, being taken up for debate,

A motion was made by Mr. [Jacob] Read, seconded by
Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight, that the consideration of the

report be postponed, in order to take up the following:

"That the petition of John Penhallow, and others, and

the papers accompanying the same, be referred to the Judges

of the court of Appeals; and that the said judges do report

to Congress their proceedings, judgment and final decree in

the same."

On the question to postpone for the purpose above-men-

tioned, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Abiel]

Foster,

New Hampshire,
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>-no

div.

ay

The previous question was then moved on the main
question by the State of South CaroUna, seconded by the

State of Massachusetts; and on the question to agree to

the previous question, the yeas and nays being required by
Mr. [Abiel] Foster,

New Hampshire,

Mr. Foster,

Blanchard,

Massachusetts,

Mr. Gerry,

Partridge,

Rhode Island,

Mr. Ellery,

Howell,

Connecticut,

Mr. Sherman,

Wadsworth,
New Jersey,

Mr. Beatty,

Dick,

Pennsylvania,

Mr. Mifflin,

Montgomery,

So the question was lost.

When the question was about to be put on the resolution

reported by the committee, the determination thereof was

postponed by the State of North Carolina.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Thomas]

Jefferson, Mr. [David] Howell and Mr. [Hugh] Williamson,

to whom were referred the fourth and fifth of the instructions

of the 15 of October, 1783, to the commissioners for negoti-

ating with the Indians,

Resolved, That the said fourth and fifth articles of the

instructions of the 15 of October, 1783, to the commissioners

for negotiating with the Indians be and they are hereby

repealed, and in Ueu thereof the following be substituted:
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4thly. That a meridian line passing through the lowest

point of the rapids of Ohio to the northern boundary of these

United States

comprehending all the lando between the aaid boundary on tho

north, the Ohio -on the oouth, the said meridian on the weot and

Statco ohall bo agreed on ao tho dividing

shall be proposed as the line of division between the several

Indian tribes and these states, so that all the lands compre-

hended between the said boundary on the north, the Ohio

on the south, the said meridian on the west and Pensylvania

on the east or so much thereof as the tribes having title thereto

may be induced to part with shall be ceded to the United

States and at such times as may be agreed upon in the

treaty possession thereof or of any part thereof be given to

the United States.

gthiy
'YliQ intercoto and happiness of the - Indiana ao well ao of

tho inhabitanto of the United Stateo requiring that every oirciun

atanee should be avoided whieh may load to hostile diopooitione

between them, and tho meeting of several nations in one couneil -

having a tendency to generate combinations for the purpooco of war.

5thly. The said commissioners are instructed as far as they

shall bo in their power find it convenient to treat with c^ory
tribe the several nations at different times and places and

where necessity shall obhge them to bring two or more

triboB nations together that they stUl keep their treaties and

conferences as distinct as may be. That they make known
to tho Shawanoao and Dclawnroa that thoao United Statca

consider thorn ae indcpondont nations, and will-protect

thorn as auob That they countenance every disposition

in any one of the six nations to treat and act separately and

independently of this Confcdoracy ; and that in general they

discourage every coaUtion and consultation which might
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tend to involve any one tribe in contcsta whioh -any one of

them may enter into with thoao - United - States . ' nation in

the wars of the others.^

On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by Mr.

[Elbridge] Gerry,

Resolved, That the commissioners appointed to treat nego-

tiate with the Indians, shall each be allowed six and an half

dollars per day, for the time they shall be employed in that

business, in full for their services and expences, exclusive of

their expences at the place or places where the treaties shall

be held.^'

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Thomas]

Jefferson, Mr. [David] Howell and Mr. [Arthur] Lee, to

whom was referred an additional report on Indian affairs.

Resolved, That the Superintendant of finance cause to be

purchased a quantity of goods, to be disposed of to the

Indians at the opening of the proposed treaty with them?

applied in negotiating the treaty with the Indians, the

amount not to exceed the sum of fifteen thousand dollars,

including those on hand, according to an estimate, specifying

kinds, quantities and quaUties, to be furnished by the com-

missioners for negotiating the treaty.

Resolved, That a suitable person -

,
with the allowance of

bo appointed by Congrooo the commissioners be,

and they hereby are authorised and instructed, to appoint

one or more suitable person or persons, with such allowance

as they may think reasonable, to receive the aforesaid goods,

to take charge of their transportation, to such place or places

' This resolution was also entered in the manuscript Secret (Domestic) Journal.

The report, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 30, foUo 213. The words lined out are so in the report and not in

the Journals.

2 This motion, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 30, folio 215.
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as may be pointed out by the said commissioners, and to

attend to the safe keeping and issuing, agreeably to such

orders as he or they may receive from the said commissioners,

all goods committed to his or their care, which orders are to

be produced as vouchers on the settlement of the accounts.

[And that the Superintendant of finance furnish, to the Order

of the said commissioners, the sums of money necessary for

carrying this resolve into execution.]

Resolved, That the said commissioners be, and they hereby

are authorised and directed, to make and transmit to Con-

gress, from time to time, estimates of such additional quan-

tities of goods, as may be found necessary in the course of

their negotiations, in order that proper measures may be

taken for procuring and forwarding the same.

nish the auma of money Bcccaaary for carrying into execution tho

preceding rcaolutiona.

Rcaolvcd, That the Superintendant of Finance be directed to

for a aum not exceeding Dollara, to be applied for the pui'chaao

and tranaportation of tho aaid gooda, agreeable to the aecond resolve.

vn favor of tlic said Conuniaaioncra on the Treaaury, for-a aum not

exceeding Pe^Rara, for tho purpoaoa mentioned in the pro

ceding rcaolvc). '

MONDAY, MARCH 22, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Virginia

and North CaroUna; and from the state of Pensylvania, Mr.

' This report, in the writing of David Howell, except the part in parenthesis,

which is in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 30, foUo 209. The part in brackets was brought into the adopted

resolution from the first rejected resolution.

On this day, as the indorsement indicates, was read an address and memorial

of James Span. It is in No. 41, XX, folio 273.
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[Thomas] Mifflin; from Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley]

Chase, and from South Carohna, Mr. [Richard] Beresford.

On motion of Mr. [Abiel] Foster, seconded by Mr. [Jona-

than] Blanchard,

Resolved, That the determination of the question on the

resolution of the committee on the letter of 6 November,

1783, from the legislature of New Hampshire, touching the

proceedings and sentence of the court of Appeals in cases of

capture, on the case of the brig Lusannah, be postponed till

to-morrow.

TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Virginia,

North CaroUna and South CaroUna; and from the State of

Pensylvania, Mr. [Thomas] Mifflin; and from Maryland,

Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase.

On motion of Mr. [Abiel] Foster, seconded by Mr. [Jona-

than] Blanchard,

Resolved, That the determination of the question on the

resolution of the committee on the letter of 6 November,

1783, from the legislature of New Hampshire, touching the

proceedings and sentence of the court of appeals in cases of

capture, on the case of the brig Lusannah, be further post-

poned till to-morrow.

On the report of the committee of qualifications, consist-

ing of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr.

[John] Beatty, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase and Mr.

[Hugh] WiUiamson:

Whereas by the fifth of the Articles of Confederation and

perpetual union of the United States, it is agreed, "that for

the more convenient management of the general interests

of the United States, delegates shall be annually appointed

in such manner as the legislature of each State shall direct,
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to meet in Congress on the first Monday in November, in

every year, with a power reserved to each State, to recal its

delegates, or any of them, at any time within the year, and
to send others in their stead, for the remainder of the year,"

And whcrcaa from a different mode of appointment in oomo
inatancoii inoonvonicncco have arisen

Resolved, That the several states be requested annually

to appoint their delegates to serve in Congress for one year,

to commence on the first Monday in November next ensu-

ing the time of their appointment: and when vacancies shall

happen by the removal or resignation of any of the said

delegates within the year, such states be requested to ap-

point others in their stead, to serve only for the remainder

of the year; and to certify the time for which to furnish

their delegates ft¥e so appointed in thcif with commissions,

or other credentials, under the seal of the State, particu-

larly specifying the time for which they are appointed.^

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 23, folio 383; a printed copy is on folio 469. The follow-

ing, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is on folio 387:

[Report of the Committee of Qualifications, March, 1784.]

Whereas by the following paragraphs in the 5"" Article of the Confederation,

viz. "Delegates shaU be annually appointed in such manner as the Legislature

of each State shaU direct, to meet in Congress on the !•* Monday in November
in every year, with a power to recall its Delegates or any of them at any time
within the year, and to send others in their stead, for the remainder of the year";
and by another paragraph of the same Article viz. "No person shall be capable

of being a Delegate for more than three years in any term of six years," Congress
conceive it is clearly provided, ao well by the letter oo by the opirit of the Con
federation, that the Delegates of each State should be annually so appointed as

to have a right to a seat in Congress under such appointment, from the first

Monday of November of the year for which they may be appointed to the first

Monday of November of the next ensuing year, unless in cases of the vacancy
of a seat, which should produce a new appointment for the residue only of the

federal year, being till the first Monday of November then next ensuing.

And whereas the annual appointment of Members to take their seats at diflfer-

ent periods will in the opinion of Congress be not only only—repugnant less

conformable to the letter and spirit of the Confederation upon the oupport
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The committee of qualifications having farther reported,

that Mr. [Samuel] Osgood was, on the 14 February, 1781, by
the legislature of the State of Massachusetts, appointed a

delegate for that State to Congress, from that time until the

first Monday in November then next, in consequence thereof

he took his seat in Congress, on the 12 day of June, 1781;

that on the 25 of the said June, he was again appointed to

the said office for one year, commencing the first Monday in

November then next, and on the 7 of June, 1782, he was

again elected for one year, to commence the first Monday of

November then next, and on the 9 day of July, 1783, he was
again elected for one year, to commence the first Monday in

November, 1783; that he accepted the said trust under each

of said appointments; that on the first day of March, 1781,

the Articles of Confederation were finally ratified; whereupon,

the committee are of opinion, that by the 5 Article of the

Confederation, the said Mr. Osgood became incapable of

being a delegate in Congress ttntil the after the first Monday
day of November March, 1784, he having been a delegate

three years expiring on that day, since the final ratification

of the said Articles.^

A motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by
Mr. [George] Partridge, to postpone the consideration of the

whereof the liberty and strictest adherence to which the peace, liberty and
safety of the United States may in a great measure depend; but be also productive

of great dioordcr and confusion in computing the time, wherein Members may
have a right to a seat in Congress, and by making many or all the Members of

one federal year, capable under the same appointment of holding their seats

in the Congress of the next ensuing year will in a great measure destroy the

good effects, which may otherwise result from a rotation of the office and from
preserving entire the distinction between the Congress of each federal year.

Therefore Resolved, That the Legislatures of the several States be informed of

the opinion of Congress aforesaid and requested to make their appointments
conformably thereto.

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 23, foUo 385.



March, 1784 159

opinion reported by the committee, in order to take into

consideration the following:

After the statement of facts as made by the committee,

and adding, "but the members then in Congress, being

appointed previous to and not under the Articles of the Con-

federation, and nothing appearing in the Credentials of those

members to authorise them to sit in two Congresses differ-

ently constituted, and it being also reasonable to conclude

that the first federal year commenced the first Monday of

November, 1781: Resolved, That Mr. [Samuel] Osgood is

capable of being a delegate till the first Monday of November,
1784." '

And on the question to postpone for the purpose above-

mentioned, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [El-

bridge] Gerry,

New Hampshire,
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On the question to agree to the report of the committee,

the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [David] Howell,

Pennsylvania,
\

New HampsJiire,

Mr. Foster,

Blanchard,
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the subsistence Money of Officers of the Navy as regulated by the

Act of Congress of July 25^", 1777, be considered and paid in specie

or other money equivalent," and "that forty Continental dollars or

one dollar of the bills which shall be issued by the respective States,

in pursuance of the Act of Congress of the 18"" March last, be con-

sidered as equivalent to a dollar in specie."

Your Committee also find that on the 12"" of June, 1781, Congress

Resolved, "That the balances now due to the officers, seamen, lands-

men and marines, in the Sea Service, and the sums that shall here-

after become due to them, either for wages, subsistance, or bounty,

shall be paid in specie or other money equivalent according to the

current rate of exchange at the time of payment."

Resolved, That the commissioner for settling the marine

accounts, govern himself by the resolutions of the 11 July,

1780, and the 12 of June, 1781, in settUng the pay of the

oflBcers and men of the navy, and the depreciation thereon.^

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [David]

Howell, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase and Mr. [Arthur]

Lee, to whom was referred a letter of 13 January, 1784, from

the Superintendant of finance, on the memorial of James
Taylor:

Your Committee cannot find that any mode hath been adopted
for settling the accounts of the secret and commercial committees
of Congress other than the general resolution of Feby: 27, 1783,

which directs that all accounts, for the settlement of which no
special provision has been made, shall be settled at the Treasury in

the usual manner—and therefore recommend the following resolu-

tion

—

Resolved, That the comptroller of accounts be, and he
hereby is Authorised and directed, to cause a settlement to

be made of the accounts between the United States and the

secret and commercial committees of Congress, and aU
others existing under contracts made with the said commit-

' This report, in the writing of David Howell, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No 19, IV, folio 425.

98814°—27—VOL 26 11
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tees, according to the usual mode of settling accounts at the

treasury, and to report such settlement to Congress.^

[Report of M' Arthur Lee, M' Hugh Williamson and M' William

EUery, on motion of M' Hugh Williamson with sundry papers

relative to the detention of the Nancy]

The Committee to whom a motion relative to the Schooner Nancy,

Captain Gladden, of N. Carolina was referred recommend the

following resolution.

Resolved, That the papers relating to the detention of the schooner

Nancy, Capt. Gladden belonging to Citizens of these United States

residing in North Carolina be transmitted to our ministers for

negotiating with thc-eourt - of Great Britain treaties with foreign

Courts, and that they be instructed to make inquiry into the cause

of the seizm-e and detention of the said Schooner and her Cargo,

and if it shall appear that she has been imjustly detained to demand
the release of the vessel and the restoration of her Cargo, with

adequate damages for her detention.^

The Committee of the week [Mr. Jonathan Blanchard, Mr. James

Wadsworth and Mr. John Beatty] report on the application of

Francis Galvan Decbernou for lands in right of William Galvan

cannot be now granted and that the petition remain on the files of

Congress.'

' This report, in the writing of David Howell, is iu the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, I, folio 605.

* This report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 28, folio 177". The indorsement states that it was delivered this

day and read, and that it was passed May — 1784. The motion, by Hugh
Williamson seconded by Arthur Lee, in the writing of Williamson, is on folio

177, as follows:

That the ministers who are appointed to negotiate treaties with foreign Courts

be instructed to apply to the British Court for payment for the Schooner Nancy
commanded by Captain Gladden of N. Carolina together with her cargo, Said

vessel having been illegally detained since the cessation of hostiUties in Castle

Haven in Ireland and lost to her owners.
' This report, in the writing of George Partridge, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 42, III, foUo 267. De Bernoux's petition is on folio 264.

It was read, the indorsement states, May 10, 1784,
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[Motion of Mr. David Howell, seconded by Mr. Arthur Lee]

Rs that a Committee be appointed to consider of the measures

proper to be adopted in order to take possession of and garrison the

forts of the frontier posts.*

That a sufP* number of the Troops now in Service be ordered to

take possession of the Western Posts, the United States paying the

extra pay, now paid those Troops by the States by whom they were

rais'd.

That Requisitions be made agreeably to the Articles of Confeder-

ation on the Respective States for raising Troops to supply the place

of those to be now ordered on Service.^

The Committee of the week [Mr. Jonathan Blanchard, Mr. James

Wadsworth and Mr. John Beatty] report that the petition and

memorial of Jno. Halsted late Deputy Commissary General in

Canada ought to be read in Congress.^

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present as yesterday.

On motion of Mr. [Abiel] Foster, seconded by Mr. [Jona-

thaii] Blanchard,

Resolved, That the determination of the question on the

resolution of the committee, on the letter of the 6 November,

1783, from the legislature of New Hampshire, touching the

proceedings and sentence of the court of appeals in cases of

capture, on the case of the brig Lusannah, be postponed.

1 This motion in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 38, folio 405. It is undated but Committee Boole No. 186 states

that it was made this day and referred to Mr. [John Francis] Mercer, Mr. [Arthur]

Lee, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry and Mr. [David] HoweU, who reported April 6.

' This motion, undated, is on folio 405a It belongs to this or an approximate

date.

.
' This report, in the writing of John Boatty, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 42, III, foho 466. Halsted's petition is on folio 463. The in-

dorsement states that it was read March 31, 1784, and referred to Mr. [Roger]

Sherman, Mr. [John] Beatty and Mr. [Samuel] Dick.

On this or an approximate date was read a letter of 22 March, 1784, from

Richard Bache. It is in No. 61, folio 57.

Also, on this date, as the indorsement shows, a letter of 19 March from Major

W. North was referred to Mr. [David] Howell, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry and Mr.

[Hugh] Williamson. It is in No, 164, folio 234.
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On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh]

Williamson, Mr. [Jacob] Read and Mr. [Arthm-] Lee, to

whom was referred a letter of 1 November, 17S3, from the

Secretary at War, concerning certain dragoons who deserted

from South Carolina, bringing off some of the best horses in

the regiment, and their accoutrements:

Resolved, That in consideration of the former servicoa

conduct of the dragoons belonging to Colonel Bailor's regi-

ment, who deserted on May last, from South Carolina, and

that, during the time of active and dangerous service, they

had faithfully discharged their duty, their accounts shall be

settled as those of other soldicfQ dragoons, except that they

shall be charged with the horses they brought off, at the

price the best remaining horse belonging to the same corps

sold for in South Carohna, and for their accoutrements, at

what the officer settling those accounts may find to have

been their average value.^

Congress took into consideration the report of a committee,

consisting of Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry,

Mr. [James] Tilton, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, and Mr. [James]

McHenry, appointed to consider what reductions may be

made in the civil list, and the following paragraph being

under debate:

"That the office of chargl des affairs, at the Covu-t of

Madrid, whose salary is 4444 dollars, be discontinued."

A motion was made by Mr. [Samuel] Hardy, seconded by
Mr. [John Francis] Mercer, that the consideration thereof

be postponed: and on the question for postponing, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. [James] Wadsworth,

This report, in the \\Titing of Hugh Williamson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Co7igress, No. 27, folio 259. The words lined out are so in the report

and not in the Journal.





166 Journals of Congress

1784, the honorable Alexander McDougall, Charles De Witt,

John Lansingh, jun., Ephraim Paine and Walter Livingston,

were, by the Senate and Assembly of the said State, nomi-

nated and appointed delegates to represent said State in the

United States in Congress assembled for the ensuing year.

The people of the State of New-York, By the Grace of God, Free

and Independent: To all to whom these Presents shall come, send

Greeting : Know ye, that we, having inspected the Records remain-

ing in the Secretary's OflBce of Our said State, do find there a certain

Commission in the Words following, to wit, "The People of the State

"of New-York, by the Grace of God, Free and Independent, to all

"to whom these Presents shall come, send Greeting: Whereas our

"Senate and Assembly have, on the third Day of February instant,

"Nominated and Appointed, the Honorable Alexander McDougaU,
"Charles DeWitt, John Lansingh Junior, Ephraim Paine and Walter

"Livingston Esquires, Delegates to represent our said State in the

"United States of America in Congress assembled for the ensuing

"Year: Now therefore know ye, that in Pursuance of the said Nomi-
"nation and Appointment, we have, by these Presents, commissioned

"the said Alexander McDougall, Charles DeWitt, John Lansing

"Junior, Ephraim Paine, and Walter Livingston with full Power and

"Authority to them the said Alexander McDougall, Charles DeWitt,

"John Lansing Junior, Ephraim Paine and Walter Livingston to

"represent our said State in the said Congress accordingly. In

"Testimony whereof, we have caused these our Letters to be made
"Patent, and the Great Seal of our said State to be hereunto affixed.

"Witness our trusty and well-beloved George Clinton Esquire,

"Governor of our said State, General and Commander in Chief of

"all the Militia, and Admiral of the navy of the same, at our City

"of New York in the Year of our Lord, One Thousand Seven Hun-
"dred and eighty four, and of our Independence the eighth" all which

we have caused to be exemplified by these Presents. In testimony

whereof, We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, and

the Great Seal of Our said State to be hereunto affixed. Witness
our Trusty and Well-beloved George Clinton Esquire, Governor of

our said State, General and Commander in Chief of all the Militia,

and Admiral of the Navy of the same, at our City of New-York the



March, 1784 167

said third Day of February in the Year of our LORD, One Thousand

seven Hundred and Eighty four and of our Independence, the Eighth.

Geo: Clinton
with the Great Seal appendant.

Passed the Secretary's Office

the 4^" Feb? 1784.

RoBT. Haepur D. Seer'" '

Congress assembled: Present, New Hamshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pensyl-

vania, Virginia, North CaroUna and South Carolina; and

from the State of New York, Mr. [Ephraim] Paine, and from

Maryland, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley] Chase.

On motion of Mr. [Jonathan] Blanchard, seconded by
Mr. [Roger] Sherman,

Resolved, That the report of the Tuesday next be assigned

for a further consideration of the report of the committee,

on the letter of the 6 November, 1783, from the legislature

of New ¥e¥fe Hampshire, touching the proceedings and

sentence of the court of appeals in cases of capture, on the

case of the brig Lusanna.
The Committee consisting of AP [Roger] Sherman, M'' [David]

Howell, and M'" [Richard Dobbs] Spaight to whom was referred

M"" Arthur Lee's letter of the 10'" of March, 1784, requesting a com-

pensation for his services and expenses as corresponding agent in

London &c. beg leave to report.

That M'' Lee being Agent for one or more of the colonies at the

court of Great Britain, the Congress held in the year 1774 employed

him with the other colony agents to transact their affairs in England,

and to transmit intelligence of the conduct and designs of the british

Ministry and Parliament; That about November 1775 he was by a

committee of Congress for foreign correspondence appointed a corre-

sponding agent in London, that he faithfully executed that trust

' This commission was entered in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No.

179, Record of Credentials, and not in the Journal. There are two of the original

commissions in the New York Credentials of Delegates; one issued to Ephraim
Paine and read March 25, 1784, as shown by the indorsement, the other to

"Col. DeWitt," read March 27, 1784.
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and from time to time, both before and after that appointment, gave
early and authentic accounts of the designs and plans of the British

administration against these States, at considerable risque of his

personal safety, and rendered them other essential services, well

Ivnown to those who were then of the secret Committee in Congress.

That he continued in that office imtil he was appointed by Congress,

one of the Ministers of the United States to the Court of France in

December Oct. 1776. That the said Committee engaged to make
him compensation for his services and expenses, and advanced to

him two hundred pounds sterling on that account.

That he has exhibited an account of extra expenses amounting
to. £145.0.0 Sterling

Which the Committee are of opinion should be allowed. And that

he be allowed for his services and ordinary expenses the sum of

And that deducting the sum paid by the Committee there

remains due to M'' Lee the sum of £. Sterling.

Whereupon the Committee submit the following resolution.

Resolved, That the Honorable Arthur Lee Esq? be allowed the

sum of dollars in addition to the sum of two hundred pounds
sterling, which he received of the Committee for foreign correspond-

ence in full compensation for his services and expenses as correspond-

ing agent for the United States in London previous to his being

appointed their Commissioner to the Court of France in October
1776.'

The Committee, consisting of Mr. [David] Howell, Mr. [Elbridge]

Gerry and Mr. [Hugh] WUliamson, appointed to consider and report

what is the present State of the department of Inspector General

to the Troops of the U. S. beg leave to report the State of the depart-

ment herewith presented under the hand of the Inspector General.'

This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, III, folio 517. The indorsement shows that it was
read on this day and on February 25 [17S5] was recommitted to Mr. [David]

Howell, Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight and Mr. R[obert] R. Livingston. Lee's

letter is in No. 78, XIV, foUo 567.

2 This report, in the writing of David Howell, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, V, folio 529. According to the indorsement and the

record in Committee Books 186 and 191, this Committee was appointed March
22, and delivered on this day their report, which was filed.
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FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 1784.

Mr. Thomas Stone, a delegate for the State of Maryland,

attended, and took his seat.

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pensyl-

vania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and South Caro-

lina; and from New York, Mr. [Ephraim] Paine.^

Congress took into consideration the report of a com-

mittee, consisting of Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr. [El-

bridge] Gerry and Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, to whom
were referred sundry letters from the ministers of the

United States in Europe. And sundry instructions to

the ministers relative to the formation of commercial

treaties with sundry European nations being under

debate, and the third article or instruction being

amended to read as follows:

"That these United States be considered in all such

treaties, and in every case arising under them, as one

nation, upon the principles of the federal constitution"

—

A motion was made by Mr. [WiUiam] Ellery, seconded

by Mr. [David] Howell, to strike out that instruction;

and on the question. Shall it stand, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. [Jacob] Read

—

New Hampshire,
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New York,
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That as the destination of the Washington frigate is uncertain,

the said letter lie on the table.'

[Motion of Mr William Ellery, seconded by M? Roger Sherman,

March 295" 1784, Referred to M^ Hugh WUliamson, M? Jacob

Read, M- Arthur Lee.]

That in compliance with the repeated appUcations of D^ Franklin

for a dismission from his public employment, and that he may enjoy

that repose in old age which a long series of years spent in the service

of his country entitles him to expect, he be permitted to retire from

pubhc service."

The Committee consisting of M? [WUliam] Ellery, M^ [Charles]

Morris, and M? [Samuel] Osgood, to whom the report of the Superin-

tendant of Finance with the survey of the frigate Alliance was com-

mitted report.

That the honour of the flag of the United States and the protec-

tion of its trade and coasts from the insults of pirates require that

the frigate of Alliance should be repaired.

Therefore, Resolved, That the agent of Marine take order for re-

pairing the frigate Alliance, as soon as the season wUl admit.'

The Committee of the Week, [Mr. Jonathan Blanchard, Mr. James
Wadsworth and Mr. John Beatty] report, On a letter directed to

the President of Congress dated Plul? March 14*", 1784, signed

David Jones. Giving some account of the Indians and the Western

Territory, of his willingness to go to those nations on a message

and of his being out of all business as a clergyman, that the said

letter remain on the files of Congress.*

' This report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Conlinenlal

Congress, No. 19, I, folio 101. The indorsement states that it was read on this

day. Armand's letter is in No. 164, folio 509.

' This motion in the writing of William EUery, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, II, foUo 355. See post, May 12, 17S4.
' This report, in the writing of William Ellery, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 28, folio 221. The indorsement states that it was read on
January 15, 1784, and referred on this day to Mr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr. [Elbridge]

Gerry and Mr. [Jacob] Read. See ante, December 26, 1783, and post, April 8,

1784.

* This report, in the writing of Jonathan Blanchard, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 32, folio 541. The indorsement states that it was
presented in March — , 1784.
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The Com**^ of the Week [Mr. Jonathan Blanchard, Mr. James

Wadsworth and Mr. John Beatty] report on the application of Mr.

Jacob Weise for an extra allowance as Deputy Quartermaster General

that the letter from Mr. Weise be read in Congress.*

TUESDAY, MARCH 30, 1784. ,

Congress assembled: Present as before.

The president being absent, Congress proceeded to the

election of a chairman; and the ballots being taken, Mr.

Thomas Jefferson was elected.

The grand committee, consisting of Mr. [Thomas] Jeffer-

son, Mr. [Jonathan] Blanchard, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, Mr.

[David] Howell, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Charles] De Witt,

Mr. [Samuel] Dick, Mr. [Edward] Hand, Mr. [Thomas]

Stone, Mr. [Hugh] WiUiamson and Mr. [Jacob] Read, to

whom was referred a letter of 19 March, 1784, from the

Superintendant of finance, with sundry papers enclosed, and

who were instructed to revise the institution of the treasury

department, and report such alterations as they may think

necessary, reported the draft of a circular letter to the su-

preme executive of the several states, which was agreed to,

as follows:

(Circular)

Sir,

The Subject of this address claims the attention of your Excellency

on the principle of the most urgent necessity.

' This report, in the writing of Jonathan Blanchard, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 42, VIII, folio 301. Weise's letter, dated March 3,

1784, is on folio 298. It was read, the indorsement states, April 1, 1784, and

referred to Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr. [Edward] Hand and Mr. [David] Howell.

See post, April 15, 1784.

On this day, as the indorsement states, was read a letter of 18 March, 1784,

from Brigadier General Moses Hazen. It is in No. 78, XII, folio 295.

Also, a letter of 13 March from the Superintendent of Finance. It was referred

to Mr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry and Mr. [Jacob] Read. It is in No.

137, III, foho 475.

Also, a letter of 19 March from the Superintendent of Finance. It was re-

ferred to Mr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry and Mr. [Jacob] Read. It is

on folio 483. Committee Book, No. 186, says the Committee reported March 30.
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The state of our finances is such as to require the united efforts of

Congress and of the several states for obtaining immediately a supply

of money to prevent the loss of public credit.

When the army were furloughed they had the promise of three

months' pay and as there was not money in the treasury, the Superin-

tendant of finance was under the necessity of issuing his notes to

discharge this and other demands. The notes becoming due, part

of them were redeemed with money supplied by the several states;

but this being inadequate, the financier drew bills on Holland for the

deficiency. A considerable proportion of these drafts have been

paid by loans obtained there on the credit of the United States : But
the letters from our bankers to the Superintendant of finance inform

that they had been under the necessity for the want of funds to suffer

so many of his bills to be protested for non-acceptance as with the

damages on protest in case of non-payment will amount to tlie sum
of 636,000 dollars.

We expect the return of these bills under a protest for non-payment,
and should there not be money in the treasury of the United States

to discharge them, your excellency may easily conceive the deplorable

consequences.

Under such circumstances Congress think it their duty to com-
municate the matter confidentially to the Supreme executive of each

State and to request in the most pressing terms their infiuence and
exertion to furnish with all possible dispatch on requisitions unsatis-

fied their respective quotas of the sum mentioned according to the

apportionment herewith transmitted.

I shall only add, Sir, that Congress rely on your wisdom for accom-
plishing their views with as much dispatch as possible, and that the

estimates and requisitions for the year wiU be soon transmitted to

your excellency.

I am, &c.
(to be signed by the President)

The apportionment of the 636,000. dollars is as follows:

Newhampshire

.
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According to the order of the day, Congress resumed the

consideration of the report of the committee on the letter

of the 6 November, 1783, from the legislature of New Hamp-
shire, as entered on the journal of the 21 of January last,

touching the proceedings and sentence of the court of appeals

in cases of capture, on the case of the brig Lusannah.

And a motion was made by Mr. [Jacob] Read, seconded

by Mr. [Samuel] Hardy, to postpone the consideration of

the report of the committee, in order to take into considera-

tion the following motion

:

Whereas by the ninth of the Articles of Confederation and
perpetual Union, the United States in Congress assembled

are vested with the right of estabUshing courts "for receiv-

ing and determining finally, appeals in all cases of captures;"

and the United States in Congress assembled, having, on

the day of in pursuance of such authority,

accordingly appointed such court of appeals, and commis-

sioned proper persons as judges in the same:

Resolved, That it is improper for the United States in

Congress assembled, in any way to reverse or controul the

decisions, judgments or decrees of such court of appeals:

And on the question to postpone for the purpose above

mentioned, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Abiel]

Foster,

div.

no

no

New EampsTiire,
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, eleven states.

The committee of the week [Mr. Jonathan Blanchard, Mr. James
Wadsworth and Mr. John Beatty] axe of opinion that the me-
morial of Lieutenant Colonel Henry B. Livingston, stating that he

was deranged in the line of the army, while abroad with Mr. Jay

by the resolutions of Congress of the 3P* December, 1781, and

praying that his rank, pay and emoluments, as a Lieutenant Colonel

may be restored him ought to be referred to a apccial committco read

in Congress.*

THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, eleven states as before.

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of

the committee so far as relates to the formation of

, commercial treaties with sundry European nations;

and the following paragraph being under debate, viz.

"That each party shall have a right to carry their

own produce, manufactures and merchandise in their

own bottoms to the ports of the other, and thence to

take the produce and merchandise of the other, paying

in both cases such duties only as are paid by the most

favoured nation, freely where it is freely granted to such

nation, and paying the compensation where such na-

tion does the same"

—

A motion was made by Mr. [James] McHenry, sec-

onded by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, to postpone the con-

sideration of the said paragraph, in order to take up
the following:

' This report, in the writing of Jolin Beatty, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 42, IV, folio 350. The indorsement on the memorial states that

it was read on this day and the memorial referred to Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr.
[John] Beatty and Mr. [Samuel] Dick. The memorial is on folio 347. See

post, May 7.
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That each party shall have a right to carry their own
produce, manufactures and merchandise in their own
bottoms to the ports of the other, and thence to take

the produce, manufactures and merchandise of the

other, paying in both cases such duties as are paid by
their subjects or citizens respectively; but if this cannot

be obtained, then such duties as are paid by the most

favoured nation.

And on the question to postpone for the purpose

above mentioned, the yeas and nays being required by
Mr. [James] McHenry;
New Hampshire,
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of Lieutenant Palmer Cady of late Hazen's regiment beg leave to

offer it as their opinion that Congress cannot consistently grant

Lieutenant Palmer Cady any other commission than that he has

already received, or is entitled to receive in consequence of a reso-

lution of the 30'" of September last

'

The Committee [Mr. Arthur Lee, Mr. David Howell and Mr.

Hugh Williamson] to whom the letter of March 24 [21], 1784, from

Baron Steuben was referrd, beg leave to report.

That having examind a report passd Dec? 30*^ 1782, and referrd

to in the above letter, your Committee find a statement of consider-

able sacrifices made by the Baron when he enterd the service of the

U. S., and the report farther states, "that under singular difficulties

and embarrassments in the department in which he has been em-

ployd he has renderd very important and substantial services by

introducing into the army a regular formation and exact discipline,

and by establishing a spirit of order and ceconomy in the interior

administration of the Regiments, which besides other advantages

have been productive of immense Savings to the U. S. It was

therefore the opinion of the Committee, that the Sacrifices and

Services of the Baron de Steuben justly entitle him to the distin-

guished notice of Congress and to a generous compensation when-

ever the situation of public affaii's will permit."

Your Committee regarding the sacrifices and services of the Baron

de Steuben in the same light submit the foUowing resolutions:

R. That the thanks of the U. S. in Congress assembled be given

to the Baron de Steuben, late Inspector general and Major general

in the Army of the U. S. for the great zeal and abilities he has dis-

coverd in discharge of the several duties of his office and the dis-

tinguished services he has renderd to the U. S. during the late war:

and that a gold hilted sword be presented to him, as a mark of the

high sense Congress entertain of his character and services.

B. That the Superintendant of Finance take order for procuring

the sword voted in the foregoing resolution.

• This report, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 489. The indorsement states that it was de-

livered this day and read, and filed September 9, 1785.
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R. That the Superintendant of Finance take order for paying to

Baron de Steuben two thousand dollars, in consideration of the

Sacrifices he made when he enterd into the Service of the U. S.'

The Com"® of the week [Mr. Jonathan Blanchard, Mr. James
Wadsworth and Mr. John Beatty] report on the application of Capt.

John Steel late assistant Inspector to the Southern Army for an

allowance for expenses &c. while on public business.

That the said application and other papers now in the hands of

your Committee be referred.^

The Committee of the Week [Mr. Jonathan Blanchard, Mr. James
Wadsworth and Mr. John Beatty] report on the application of

Mr. Isaac Moses of New York for Mr. Moses Myers to be appointed

Consul to Amsterdam that Mr. Isaac Moses's letter be read in

Congress.'

The Committee of the Week [Mr. Jonathan Blanchard, Mr. James
Wadsworth and Mr. John Beatty] report on the application of

Mr. William Finnie, praying that Mr. Turner now at Philadelphia

adjusting the public accounts with the citizens of Pennsylvania may
be authorized to settle his demand against the U. S. that it be read

in Congress.''

Whereas the Posts at present occupied by the British troops in the

northern and Western Parts of the State of New York may on their

Evacuation be Seized by savages inimical to thes imited States

whereby the inhabitants of the Frontiers may be Exposed to great

Danger and Distress and the Peace and Security of the imited

States be Endangered thereby

' This report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 513. According to the indorsement, and the record

in Committee Books 186 and 191, the committee was appointed March 24, and
delivered this report April 1. On April 8 it was recommitted to the same com-
mittee, who delivered a second report April 12. See post, April 13. Steuben's

letter is in No. 164, folio 242.

2 This report, in the writing of Jonathan Blanchard, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 32, folio 543. The indorsement states that it was
presented April — , 1784.

2 This report, in the writing of Jonathan Blanchard is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 46, folio 378. Moses letter is on folio 375. The
indorsement shows that it was "filed with similar applications" April 1.

* This report, in the writing of Jonathan Blanchard, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 78, IX, folio 518. It is indorsed on the letter of

March 10, from William Finnie, and Thomson's indorsement shows that Finnie's

letter was read April 1 and referred to Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr. [Edward]
Hand and Mr. [David] Howell.
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Resolved therefore that it be recommended to the State of New
York to Raise with all Convenient Speed effective men Rank
and file properly officered and march them without Delay and take

pos[ses]sion of and garrison the Said Posts as soon as they shall be

Evacuated by the Said British troops.

Resolved that the Said troops be Raised by virtue of the foregoing

Resolution Shall be furnished from any of the military magazines

belonging to the imited States with a Sufficient number of Cannon
and mortars Howitzers Shot Shells Gim powder lead and all the other

necessary military apparatus for garrisoning the Said Posts.'

FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, eleven states as before.

Congress resumed the consideration of the report so

far as relates to the formation of treaties of amity and
commerce; and it being determined,

That it will be advantageous to these United States

to conclude such treaties with Russia, the Emperor of

Germany for his Austrian possessions, with Prussia,

Denmark, Hamburg, Great Britain, Spain, Portugal,

Genoa, Tuscany, Rome, the two SiciUes, Venice, Sar-

dinia and the Ottoman Porte

—

And the instructions relative to the making the

treaties being amended to read as follows

:

"That in the formation of these treaties the following

points be carefully stipulated:

That each party shall have a right to carry their owti

produce, manufactures and merchandise in their own
bottoms to the ports of the other, and thence to take

the produce and merchandise of the other, paying, in

both cases, such duties only as are paid by the most

favoured nation, freely where it is freely granted to

' This motion, in the writing of Mr. Ephraim Paine is in the 'Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 38, folio 407. According to the indorsement it was
made and referred this day to Mr. [John Francis] Mercer, Mr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr.

[Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. [David] Howell and Mr. [Ephraim] Paine.
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such nation, or paying the compensation where such

nation does the same.

That with the nations holding territorial possessions

in America a direct and similar intercourse be admit-

ted between the United States and such possessions;

or if this cannot be obtained, then a direct and similar

intercourse between the United States and certain free

ports mthin such possessions; that if this neither can

be obtained, permission be stipulated to bring from

such possessions in their own bottoms the produce and

merchandise thereof to these states directly, and for

these states to carry in their own bottoms their produce

and merchandise to such possessions directly; or lastly,

a permission to the inhabitants of such possessions

to carry their produce and merchandise in their own
bottoms to the free ports of other nations; and thence

to take back directly the produce and merchandise of

these states.

That these United States be considered in all such

treaties, and in every case arising under them, as one

nation upon the principles of the federal Constitution.

That it be proposed, though not indispensably re-

quired, that if war should hereafter arise between the

two contracting parties, the Merchants of either Coun-
try then residing in the other shall be allowed to re-

main nine months to collect their debts and settle

their affairs, and may depart freely, carrying off all

their effects without molestation or hindrance; and
aU fishermen, all cultivators of the earth, and all arti-

sans or manufacturers, unarmed, and inhabiting unfor-

tified towns, villages or places, who labour for the

common subsistence and benefit of mankind, and
peaceably following their respective employments,

shall be allowed to continue the same, and shall not
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be molested by the armed force of the Enemy in whose

power, by the events of war, they may happen to fall;

but if any thing is necessary to be taken from them
for the use of such armed force, the same shall be

paid for at a reasonable price; and all Merchants and

traders exchanging the products of different places,

and thereby rendering the necessaries, conveniences

and comforts of human life more easy to obtain, and

more general, shall be allowed to pass free and un-

molested; and neither of the contracting powers shall

grant or issue any Commission to any private armed

Vessel empowering them to take or destroy such trad-

ing ships, or interrupt such Commerce.

And in case either of the contracting parties shall

happen to be engaged in war with any other Nation,

it is further agreed, in order to prevent all the diffi-

culties and misunderstandings that usually arise re-

specting the Merchandise heretofore called contraband,

such as arms, ammunition and military stores of all

kinds, that no such articles, carrying by the ships or

subjects of one of the parties to the enemies of the

other, shall on any accomit be deemed contraband, so

as to induce confiscation and a loss of property to in-

dividuals: nevertheless, it shall be lawful to stop such

ships, and detain them for such length of time as the

captors may think necessary, to prevent the inconven-

ience or damage that might ensue from their proceed-

ing on their voyage, paying however a reasonable

compensation for the loss such arrest shall occasion to

the proprietors; and it shall farther be allowed to use,

in the service of the captors, the whole or any part of

the mihtary stores so detained, paying the owners the

full value of the same, to be ascertained by the current

price at the place of its destination. But if the other
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contracting party will not consent to discontinue the

confiscation of contraband goods, then that it be stipu-

lated, that if the master of the vessel stopped will

deliver out the goods charged to be contraband he

shaU be admitted to do it; and the vessel shall not m

that case be carried into any port, but shaU be aUowed

to proceed in her voyage.

That in the same case, where either of the contract-

ing parties shall happen to be engaged in warwith any

other power, all goods not contraband belonging to the

subjects of that other power, and shipped m the bottoms

of the party hereto, who is not engaged in the war, sha

be entirely free. And that to ascertam what sha

constitute the blockade of any place or port, it shall

be understood to be in such predicament, when the

assaUing power shaU have taken such a_ station as to

expose to imminent danger any ship or ships that would

attempt to sail in or out of the said ports
_

Aiid that

no vessel of the party who is not engaged m the said

war shaU be stopped without a material and well

grounded cause: and in such cases, justice shaU be

done, and an indemnification given without loss of time

to the persons aggrieved, and thus stopped without

sufficient cause.
, , u i

That no rights be stipulated for aliens to hold real

estates withm these states, this being utterly inadmis-

sible by their several laws and policy; but where, on

the death of any person holding real estate withm the

territories of one of the contracting parties, such real

estate would by their laws descend on a Subject or Citi-

zen of the other, were he not disquaUfied by ahenage,

there he shall be allowed a reasonable time to dispose

of the same, and withdraw the proceeds without mo-

lestation.
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And that such treaties be made for a term not ex-

ceeding ten years from the exchange of ratifications ".

A motion was made by Mr. [John Francis] Mercer,

seconded by Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight, to postpone

the consideration thereof, in order to take up the follow-

ing proposition:

Whereas the harmony of the Union will be best

promoted by consulting the disposition and obtaining

the concurrence of the respective parts in its most im-

portant interests: And whereas the Constitution of the

United States renders such concurrence of the differ-

ent legislatures highly prudent, if not indispensably

necessary, in forming Commercial treaties:

Resolved, That the Ministers of the United States

in Europe be directed to inform the powers, who have

made or shall make offers of Commercial treaties with

the United States, that the United States are desirous

of forming such treaties upon terms of perfect reci-

procity and equality; and for that purpose are ready

to enter into negotiations in America with their minis-

ters properly authorized.

On the question to agree to the said instructions, the

yeas and nays being required by Mr. [John Francis]

Mercer

—

div.

div.

ay

New Hampshire,
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A motion was made by Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, seconded

by Mr. [Jacob] Read, that it be referred to the superintend-

of finance to report. The report of the grand committee

being as follows:

"Resolved, That there will be wanting* for arrears of

interest, and for the interest and services of the present

year 1784, from the first to the last day thereof inclusive,

the following sums expressed in dollars, tenths and hun-

dredths of Dollars.

The Civil Department 107, 525. 33

The Military Department 200, 000

The Marine Department 30,000

Purchases of Indian rights of soil, and

the incidental expences 60, 000

Contingencies 60,000
457,525.33

Debts contracted and still unpaid for the

services of 1782 and 1783 1, 000, 000

Interest on the National Debt as follows:

Foreign Debt.

1782.

Dec. 31. Three years' interest on the

Spanish loan of 150,000

dollars, at 5 percent 22,500
1783. 22, 500

Dec. 31. Spanish loan 7,500

Private French loans of 4 mil-

Hons livres, at 5 per cent 37, 037
1784. 44, 537

June 1. Dutch loan of 1,800,000

florins, at 5 per cent 35, 000

Sept. 3. PubUc French loan of 24 mil-

lions livres, at 5 per cent 222, 000

Nov. 5. Dutch loan of 10 millions liv-

res, guaranteed by France. 74, 074

Dec. 31. Spanish loan 7,500

Private French loans 37, 037
375,611

' From this point the entries in the Journal are in the writing of Benjamin
Bankson of the Secretary's office.
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Domestic Debt.

1782.

Dec. 31. Loan-office debt, 11,473,802.26

at 6 per cent 1, 184, 176

Liquidated debt, 701,404 at

Ditto 21,042

Army debt, 5,635,618 at

Ditto 676,272

1,881,490

Deduct the requisition of Sep-

tember 1, 1782 1, 200, 000

1783. 681,490

Dec. 3 1 . Loan-office debt 749, 050

Liquidated debt 42, 084

Unliquidated debt of 8 million

doUars, suppose one-third

now liquidated, at 6 per

cent 160,000

Army debt 338,136

1,289,270
1784.

Dec. 31. Loan-office debt 749,050

Liquidated debt 42, 084

Dec. 31. Unliquidated debt, suppose

the whole now liquidated-

_

480,000

Army debt 338,136

1, 609, 270

Total, 5, 480, 203. 33

The committee were apprized that the resolutions of Con-

gress of April the 18th, 1783, had recommended to the several

States the raising an annual revenue, by the estabUshment of

certain imposts, for the purpose of discharging the national

debt, principal and interest: but it occurred to them, that

those recommendations were still before several of the legis-

latures ; that however desirable a compliance therewith is for

the preservation of our faith, and establishment of a national
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Credit, yet as time has already elapsed, and more must elapse

before their final confirmation can be hoped, as, after it shall

be obtained, time will also be requisite to advance the plan

to the term of actual collection, good faith requires that in the

mean while other measures should be resorted to for the pur-

pose of discharging the growdng interest.

In the statement of the interest due at the close of the year

1782, the committee have supposed its amount lessened by
1,200,000 Dollars, required and apportioned by the resolu-

tions of Congress of September the 4th and 10th, 1782, and
appropriated to the sole purpose of paying the interest of the

pubUc debt. This requisition gave licence to the states, to

apply so much as should be necessary of their respective

quotas of it to the payment of interest due on Certificates

issued from the Loan office of their own states, and other

liquidated debts of the United States contracted therein.

Hence they suppose it has happened, that the actual pay-

ment of these quotas, have been uncommunicated to the

Office of finance for the United States. The committee are

of opinion, that the states should be desired to communicate

to the Superintendant of Finance, the payments they have

made under its requisition, and where they have been incom-

plete, to hasten their completion, as the means still relied on

by Congress for the discharge of that part of the interest of

the public debt. And while on this subject, they beg leave

to add, that from the representation to Congress by the

Minister of France, referred to this committee, they learn

that in some of the states, a discrimination has taken place

between the citizens of their own, and subjects or citizens of

other countries, which was not authorised by the said reso-

lution: They are of opinion, that such states should be

requested to revise and reform their proceedings herein, and

to extend the benefits of this provision equally and impar-

tially to all persons within its description.
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Your committee came then to consider in what way it

would be best to call for the sums requisite for the services

before stated: and they thought it their duty in the first

place to enquire, whether no surpluses might remain on former

requisitions of Congress, after the purposes were effected to

which they were originally appropriated; under an assurance

that it would be both the duty and sense of Congress to

apply such surpluses, in every instance, towards lessening

the next requisitions on the states. They found in fact that

such a surplus would remain on the requisition of October

30, 1781, for eight millions of Dollars for the services of the

ensuing year; and that this surplus would be great from the

following circumstances : that requisition was estimated on
supposition, that the continental Army would be completed

by the states, to its full establishment; and that cloathing,

subsistence and other necessaries for such an army, must of

course be provided. The states were far short of producing

such an army. Hence the calls for money were proportionally

abridged. It was estimated too on the further supposition

that we might be disappointed in the endeavours we were

then exerting to borrow money, both at home and abroad,

and of course that the whole must be supplied by taxes.

Loans however were obtained, and the surplus increased by
this second cause. A third circumstance has further en-

larged it. The payments on this requistion have been small

and slow. Hence, instead of money, those who served and
supplied the United States have received certificates only

that money is due to them, and these debts have been

transferred to the fund proposed to be raised by way of

impost: so that, though the debts exist, they are removed
from this to another fund. To know then the amount
of this surplus, the committee extended their enquiries to

the sums actually received under this requisition, the

purposes to which they have been appUed, and the
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anticipations thereof still unsatisfied. They found that

1,486,511.71 only of the eight millions of Dollars had been
received at the treasury at the close of the year 1783;

that these had been applied to the services of the years

1782 and 1783, and that for other services of the same years,

debts were contracted to the amount of about one million of

DoUars more, which depend for their discharge on further

receipts under this requisition. Your committee then are of

opinion, that a surplus of 5,513,488.28 Dollars will remain of

this requisition after answering all the demands which ac-

tually arose against it, which were not answered by other

means, nor transferred to other funds; and that this surplus

ought to be appUed so far as it will go to the common purposes

of the United States, so as to prevent new requisitions on
them tUl the old shaU have been exhausted, and to show to

those who may have paid their whole quota of any requisi-

tion, that they wiU not be called on anew tiU aU the other

states shaU in like manner have paid up their quotas.

Your committee found also that there was a requisition of

Congress of October 16, 1782, for two millions of dollars for

the services of the year 1783, on which some small payments
had been tendered, but that the Superintendant of Finance

had found it better to receive and credit them as part of the

eight millions. They are accordingly comprehended m the

sum before stated to have been paid in under that head.

Having thus stated the demands existing against the

states, the committee would have performed but half their

duty, had they passed over, unnoticed, their condition to

pay them. Their abihties must be measured in weighing

their burthens. Their creditors themselves will view them
just reUeved from the ravages of predatory armies, returning

from an attendance on camps, to the culture of their fields;

beginning to sow, but not yet having reaped; exhausted of

necessaries and habitual comforts, and therefore needing
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new supplies out of the first proceeds of their labour. For-

bearance then, to a certain degree, wiU suggest itself to

them. Those entrusted with the dispensation of justice

between them, will suppose both parties desirous that their

mutual situations should be considered and accommodated.

Your committee are of opinion, that if the whole balances of

the two requisitions of eight and of two millions, should be

rigorously called into payment within the course of the

present year, a compliance with such caU would produce

much distress; and that some term short of this should be

fixed on, within the reach of the least as well as of the most

able states. They propose therefore, that the states be

required to furnish, within the course of the present year,

such part of their deficiencies under the requisition of eight

mUlions, as, with their payments to the close of the last year,

will make up three-fourths of their original quota thereof:

and that these pajnnents be appropriated to the services of

the present year 1784, in conformity with the statement in

the first part of this report, giving generally where accom-

modation cannot be effected among the several objects, a

preference according to the order in which they are arranged

in the said statement.

But while this proportion of former deficiencies is of

necessity called for, under the pressure of demands which

wiU admit neither denial nor delay, the committee must

acknowledge that even the punctual compUance expected

from all the states will not effect completely aU the purposes

of their preceding statement. To accomplish these perfectly,

to enable the federal administration to fulfil the whole of

those just and desirable objects, they wish earnestly and

warmly to encourage the abler states to go as far beyond

this proportion as their happier situation will admit, under

an assurance that their further contributions will be applied

towards reducing the interest and principal of the public
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debt, and will be placed to their credit in the next requisi-

tions, with interest thereon from the time of payment.

Individual states have at times thought it hard that while,

in their own opinion, they were in advance for the United

States on accounts existing and unsettled between them,

they should yet be called on to furnish actual contributions

of money. The committee observe in answer to this, first,

that almost every State thinks itself in advance: And sec-

ondly, that it has been the constant wish of Congress that

these accounts should be settled, and the contributions of

each be known and credited. They have accordingly put it

in the power of the states to effect these settlements : And as

a further encouragement to hasten this desirable work, the

committee are of opinion Congress should declare, that so

soon as these accounts shall be all settled, and it shall appear

in favour of what states balances arise, such states shall

have credit for the same in the requisitions next ensuing.

But it will be necessary also to remind the states, that no

materials have yet been furnished to enable Congress to ad-

just the ultimate ratio in which the expenditures of the late

war shall be apportioned on the states. The Confederation

directs that this shall be regulated by the value of the lands

in the several states with the buildings and improvements

thereon. Experiments made, however, since the date of

that instrument, for the purposes of ordinary taxation, had

induced doubts as to the practicabUity of this rule of appor-

tionment; yet Congress thought it their duty to give it fair

trial, and recommended to the several states, on the 17th of

February, 1783, to furnish an account of their lands, build-

ings and number of inhabitants, whereon they might proceed

to estimate their respective quotas: but apprehending that

the incompetence of the rule would immediately show itself,

and desirous that no time should be unnecessarily lost, they

followed it with another recommendation of the 18th of
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April, 1783, to substitute in lieu of that article in the Con-

federation another, which should make the number of inhab-

itants, under certain modifications, the measure of contribu-

tion for each State. Both these propositions are stiU under

reference to the several legislatures; the latter accompanied

by the earnest wishes and preference of Congress, under full

conviction that it will be found in event as equal, more

satisfactory, and more easy of execution: The former only

pressed if the other should be rejected: The committee are

informed, that the states of Connecticut, New Jersey, Pen-

sylvania and South Carolina, have acceded to the alteration

proposed; but have no evidence that the other states have

as yet decided thereon. As it is necessary that the one or

the other measure should be immediately resorted to, they

are of opinion it should be recommended to the legislatures

which have not yet decided between them, to come to deci-

sion at their next meeting.

In order to present to the eye a general view of the several

existing requisitions, and of the payments made under them,

the Committee has subjoined them in the form of a table,

wherein the first column enumerates the states; the 2d the

apportionment of the 1,200,000 dollars; the 3d that of the

8,000,000; the 4th that of the 2 millions; the 5th the sums

paid by the several states in part of their respective quotas

to the last day of the year 1783; and the 6th the smns now
required to make up three-fourths of their respective quotas

of the 8 millions expressed in Dollars, tenths and hun-

dredths of Dollars.

98814°—27—VOL 26 13
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[A Table of the several existing Requisitions, and of the Payments made under them]

New Hampshire
Massachusetts
Rhode Island
Connecticut
New Yorlf
New Jersey
Pensylvania
Delaware
Maryland
Virginia
North Carolina
South Carolina
Georgia

Apportion-
ineat of the
1,200,000 dol.

48,

192,

28,

133,

54,

66,

180,

16,

132,

174,

88,

72,

14,

000
000
000
200
000
000
000
800
000
000
800
000
400

1, 200, 000

Apportion-
mQnt of the
8,000,000

373, 598
307, 596
216, 684
747, 196
373, 598
485, 679
920, 794
112, 085
933, 996
307, 594
622, 677
373, 598
24, 905

8, 000, 000

Apportion-
ment of the
2,000,000

80, 000
320, 000
48, 000

222, 000
90, 000
110,000
300, 000
28, 000

220, 000
290, 000
148, 000
120, 000
24, 000

2, 000, 000

Paid of the 8
million before
Deo. 31, 1783.

3,000
247, 676. 66
67, 847. 95

131, 577. 83
39, 064. 1

102, 004. 95
346, 632. 98

89,302. 11

115, 103. 53

344, 301. 57

1, 486, 511. 71

Sums DOW re-

quired to make ?^
of the 8 Million

277, 198. 5
733, 020. 33
94, 655.

428, 819. 25
241, 134. 4
262, 254. 3
493, 962. 51
84, 063. 75

611, 194. 88
865, 591. 54
467, 007. 75

18, 678. 75

4, 577, 591. 02

It remained lastly to consider, whether no facilities might

be given to the payment of these sums by the several states.

The Comirdttee observed, that of the purposes for which

money is wanting, about a moiety can be answered by noth-

ing but money itself ; but that the other moiety, consisting

of interest on our domestic Debt, maybe effected by procuring

a discount of the demand in the hands of the holders; an opera-

tion which will be shorter, and less impoverisliing to the State.

And however, in times of greater plenty, the accuracy of

fiscal administration might require all transactions to be

in actual money, at the treasury itself; yet till our con-

stituents shall have had some respite from their late diffi-

culties, it behoves us to prefer their easement. The com-

mittee are therefore of opinion, that the several legislatures

may be admitted so to model the collection of the sums now
called for, as that, the one half being paid in actual money,

the other may be discharged by procuring discounts of

interest with our domestic creditors; only taking care that

the collection of money shall proceed at least in equal pace

with the operations of discount. And to ascertain the
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evidence of discount which shall be receivable in lieu of

money, the holders of Loan Office Certificates shall be at

Uberty to carry them to the office from which they issued;

and the holders of certificates and of other hquidated debts

of the United States, to carry the same to the Loan Office of

that State wherein the debt was contracted, and to have

the interest due thereon, settled and certified to the last day

of the year, 1783 : for which interest, the Loan Officer shaU

give a certificate in such form, and under such cautions and
instructions, as the Superintendant of Finance shall transmit

to him: which certificates of interest being parted with by
the holder of the principal, shall be deemed evidence that he

has received satisfaction for the same, and therefore shaU

be receivable from the bearer, within the same State, in lieu of

money in the proportion before stated. And whereLoan Office

Certificates, issued after the first day of March, 1778, shall

be presented to the Loan Officer, they shall be reduced to their

specie value, according to the resolutions of Congress of

June 28, 1780, that specie value expressed on some part of

the certificate, and the interest thereon settled and certified

as in other cases.

The report of a committee on the subject of western Terri-

tory, having been referred to the Grand Committee, they

have had the same under their consideration, and agreed to

the following report:

Congress by their resolution of September 6, 1780, having

thought it advisable to press upon the states having claims

to the western country, a hberal surrender of a portion of

their territorial claims: by that of the 10th of October, in

the same year, having fixed conditions to which the union

should be bound, on receiving such cessions: and having

again proposed the same subject to those states in their

address of April 18th, 1783, wherein, stating the national

debt, and expressing their reUance for its discharge, on the
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prospect of vacant territory, in aid of other resources, they,

for that purpose, as well as to obviate disagreeable controver-

sies and confusions, included in the same recommendations, a

renewal of those of September the 6th, and of October the

10th, 1780; which several recommendations have not yet

been finally compUed with:

Resolved, That the same subject be again presented to the

attention of the said states, that they be urged to consider

that the war being now brought to a happy termination by

the personal services of our soldiers, the suppHes of property

by our citizens, and loans of money from them as weU as

from foreigners; these several creditors have a right to expect

that funds shaU be provided on which they may rely for

indemnification; that Congress still consider vacant territory

as a capital resource; that this too is the time when our

confederacy, with all the territory included witliin its limits,

should assume its ultimate and permanent form: And that

therefore the said states be earnestly pressed, by immediate

and liberal cessions, to forward these necessary ends, and to

remove those obstacles which disturb the harmony of the

union, which embarrass its councUs, and obstruct its

operations.'

On the question to refer the said report to the Superin-

tendant of finance to report thereon, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. [David] Howell,

New Hampshire,
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So the question was lost.^

The Committee of the week [Mr. Jonathan Blanchard, Mr. James

Wadsworth and Mr. John Beatty] on the memorial of Thomas Hart,

setting forth that he had furnished supplies for the army in 1781 and

had assurance of being paid in specie. That the memorial and

papers accompanying be read in Congress.'

TUESDAY, APRIL 6, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present ten states, and from South

Carolina, Mr. [Jacob] Read, as yesterday.

On motion of Mr. [Ephraim] Paine, seconded by Mr.

[David] Howell,

Resolved, That another commissioner be appointed in

addition to those appointed by the act of Congress of the

4 of March last, to negotiate with the Indians; and that

to-morrow be assigned for that purpose.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh]

WiUiamson, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson and Mr. [Jacob] Read,

to whom was referred a letter of November 4, 1783, from

Major-General Greene,

That it appears to your Committee that General Green, during

his command in the Southern Department, besides the sum of

38,59 If^ Dlrs. which had been advanced to him of the old paper

1 This report, in the writing of Jonathan Blanchard, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 32, folio 645. According to the indorsement it was

presented on tliis day. Hart's memorial is in No. 42, 3, 467. According to the

indorsement it was read April 5. A later indorsement shows that the claim was

carried to U. S. Congress, July 10, 1790.

Also, a letter of 29 March, 1784, from Richard Butler. It is in No. 56, folio

303.

Also, a letter of 5 March, 1784, from John Ettwein. It is in No. 78, VIII,

folio 409.

Also, a letter of 16 March from James Wood. It is in No. 78, XXIV, folio 453.

Also, a letter of March 16 from John Pierce, which was referred to Mr. [Hugh]

WiUiamson, Mr. [Roger] Sherman and Mr. [Samuel] Hardy. It is in No. 62,

folio 13. Committee Book, No. 186, says that no report was made.
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emissions, has expended in travelling and for the support of his

family the sum of 10,017|g- Dlrs.

That the sum allowed him by the U. S. for his extra expences

during that period as commanding in a separate Department was

5972|§ Dh'S. hence it appears that his expences have exceeded his

allowance by the sum of 4045^ Dlrs. besides the paper money
referred to which at the then current state of depretiation was of

small value. On which your Committee submit the following

Resolve.

Resolved, That in consideration of the high price of all the

necessaries of hfe in the southern states, while Major-

General Greene commanded in that department, liis ac-

count be credited with the sum of four thousand and forty-

five dollars and sixteen ninetieths of a dollar; together with

the sum of thirty-eight thousand five hundred and ninety-

one dollars and sixty ninetieths of a dollar, of the old paper

emissions, as an allowance for extra expences, above the

sums to which he was entitled as a major-general command-
ing in a separate department.^

Resolved, That the comptroller of accounts, do place to

the credit of Major-General Greene, lately commanding the

army of the United States in the southern department, the

sum of three hundred and twenty-nine pounds, six shiUings

and threepence, Virginia currency, which appears by the

affidavit of Major WilUam Pierce, late aid-de-camp to

General Greene, to have been stolen from the trunk of

Major Pierce, while the public money was in his custody.^

Congress took into consideration the report of a committee,

consisting of Mr. [William] Ellery, Mr. [Arthur] Lee and Mr.

[Richard Dobbs] Spaight, to whom was referred the report

' This report, in the writing of Hugh Williamson, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 19, II, folio 511. According to the indorsement it was
read January 13.

2 This paragraph, as a motion of Mr. [Jacob] Read, seconded by Mr. [David]

Howell, m the writing of Jacob Read, is on folio 513.
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on General Greene's letter of 7 October, 1783, respecting

the compensation to be allowed to Lieutenant-Colonel

Mentges, as inspector of contracts for the Southern Army;
and the resolution reported by the committee being under

debate, viz.

That Lieutenant-Colonel Mentges, be allowed as a com-

pensation for his services, as inspector of contracts for the

Southern army, in addition to his pay as an Officer in the line,

the sum of dollars per month, during the time he

executed that Office.

A motion was made by Mr. [Jacob] Read, seconded by
Mr. [Edward] Hand, to postpone the same in order to take

into consideration the following motion

:

"That it appears that Lieutenant-Colonel Mentges exe-

cuted the Office of inspector of contracts to the Southern

army, by order of Major-General Greene, under the authority

of the Superintendant of finance, and which appointment

appears to have been confirmed by the said Superintendant

actually paying two months pay of such Office to Lieutenant-

Colonel Mentges: that he discharged the duties of the ap-

pointment with fidehty, and gave great satisfaction: nor is

there any limitation in the resolve of the 7 of May, 1782,

to prevent the duties of that office being executed by an

officer in the line:

Resolved therefore, that Lieutenant-Colonel Mentges is

entitled to the sum of one hundred and sixty-six and two

thirds dollars per month, for executing the duties of inspector

of contracts to the Southern Army:"
And on the question to postpone for the purpose above-

mentioned, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Jacob]

Read,
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adopted in order to take possession of the Frontier Posts" having

considered the same and sundry papers to them referred thereon beg

leave to observe, That to accompHsh what they conceive to be the

views of Congress, two objects appear to them as intimately blended

and equally necessary, the one the taking possession of the fortifi-

cations of the United States now occupied by British Troops when-

ever they shall evacuate them, and the other, the establishment of

such additional Posts, as may be necessary for defence of the Western

Territory proposed to be purchased of the Indian Inhabitants by
the United States. Your Committee considered these measures as

connected and indeed inseparable for the following reasons: I°5, The
Posts to be relinquished by the British will extend but little protec-

tion to settlers in the New Country. IP'?. The number of Troops

requisite to Garrison them must in a great measure be regulated by
the number and force of such other Posts; and III*"?. The Establish-

ment of such Posts will render others now occupied at the expence

of the United States altogether unnecessary.

Tho extending of Garrisons to the Northward or to the Westward
of Detroit can only be necessary at this period to protect the peltry

and fur trade, to keep a watch upon our Neighbours and to prevent

their encroaching on our Territory unobserved. These objects can-

not be attained but by a considerable force and that much detached,

and whether when accomplished they wiU not be overbalanced by
the inconveniences arising from the great distance of the Posts, their

exposed situation, and the expence attending them is a question

which yf Committee are unprepared to decide. Should the latter

however be the opinion of Congress, it will become unnecessary to

extend our views to Michilimackinac and its dependancies. But your

Committee are of opinion that all possible dispatch should be used

in making the necessary arrangements for taking possession of the

other Posts viz, Niagara, Oswego, Fort Erie and Detroit; and as the

season in which they will probably be evacuated is already far

advanced they recommend for this purpose the employment of

Troops, now in service, in preference to raising others (the imavoid-

able delay of which might endanger the destruction of the Public

works). In giving this opinion your Committee find it necessary to

state to Congress an obstacle to the measure. The troops retained

in the service of the United States are chiefly from New Hampshire

and Massachusetts, and are engaged under various stipulations to
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be paid whilst in service extra pay, amounting on an average (as

your Committee are informed) to more than double the pay allowed

by the Continent, this great expence has heretofore been defrayed

by the Inhabitants of those States, but to detam those troops in the

service of the United States after the accomplishment of the object

for which they were engaged, without exonerating those States from

this burthen, might be considered as an act of injustice, and give

rise to impediments that would obstruct theu- march; wherefore your

Committee judged it best to advise first the employment of 100 men

now stationed at Fort Pitt who are according to the best information

your Committee can procure engaged on better terms, and to pro-,

pose that the United States should exonerate New Hampshire and

Massachusetts from the payment of the extra pay to such of their

Troops as may be required for this service, in addition to those 100

men.

But as this extraordinary expence can only be justified by the

most lu-gent necessity, and as the terms for which the men now In

service are enlisted will shortly expire your Committee conceived it

their duty to prepare a plan for raising the number of Troops requisite

for defence of the North Western Frontier of the United States on

economical and military principles. In doing this they avoided as

much as possible entering into minute details; those will more prop-

erly be considered when Congress determine on a Peace establish-

ment, a subject which in the opinion of your Committee should be

considered as entirely distinct from the present measure. They have

therefore (whilst they endeavoured so to model their plan that it may
become a part of the general system when adopted) confined them-

selves to those details which it may be necessary to promulgate for

the satisfaction of the officers and soldiers to be employed.

On all which Principles your Committee submit the following

report:

Resolved, That the Commanding OfBcer of the Troops now in

service of the United States, be and he is hereby directed to open a

correspondance with the Commander in Chief of his Britannic

Majesty's forces in Canada, in order to ascertain the precise time

when each of the Posts within the Territories of the United States,

now occupied by British Troops shall be delivered up.
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"That he take effectual measures to have ready at those Posts at

such time a sufficient number of the Troops of the United States to

talce possession of them, viz: at the Post of.

Posts.
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Resolved, That the Superintendant of Finance take order for the

payment of such sums of money as may [be] necessary to carry mto
execution the foregoing resolutions.

Resolved, That there be enlisted as soon as possible to serve for

the term of three years, eight himdred and ninety six men to be

employed for defence of the North Western Frontier of the the

United States, and that the different States furnish their quotas in

the following proportions, viz:

N. Hampshire Delaware

Massachusetts Maryland

R. Island Virginia

Connecticut N. Carolina

N. York S. Carolina

N. Jersey Georgia

Pennsylvania

Resolved, That the Troops so raised be formed into three BattaUons

of Infantry and one of Artillery, and that the establishment of a

Battalion of Infantry be as follows, viz

:

Pay p month

1^
O
O

I. Infantry.

fl Lieut Col? 104 Dollars

1 Major 80

4 Captains each.. 60

5 Lieutenants includ? 1 Adjs each. . 30

4 Ensigns each.. 20

16 Serjeants each.. 6

1 Quartermaster Serjeant 8

1 Music Serjeant 6

8 Drummers and Fifers 3

200 Privates 3

That the Commissioned Staff of the 3 Battalions shall be as fol-

lows, viz:
Doll! pT month.

1 Colonel 120

1 Quarter Master Captain 60

1 Pay and Cloathing Master Cap? 60

1 Surgeon 60

5 Mates each.. 30
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II. Artillery.

1 Lieutenant Colonel 120

1 Major 104

4 Captains each- _ 80

4 Captains Lieutenant each.

.

50

4 P5 Lieutenants each., 35

4 2"? Lieutenants each. _ 24

1 Adjutant Lieutenant 35

1 Quarter Master Captain 80

1 Pay and Cloathing Master Cap' 80

1 Surgeon 80

1 Surgeons Mate 35

1 Quartermaster Serjeant 10

1 Serjeant Major 10

1 Music Serjeant 10

24 Serjeants each.. 6

8 Drummers and Fifers each.- 4

100 Artificers each.- 6

100 Matrosses each.- 4

Resolved, That there be employed 1 Adjutant General and 1 In-

spector General who shall have each the rank and pay of Major of

Infantry.

III. Enginers.

Resolved, That there be employed three Engineers whose rank

and pay shall be as follows viz

:

p^^ ^ ^^^^^

1 Colonel 130

1 Lieutenant Colonel 120

1 Major 104

Resolved, That the Quarter Master Captains, and Pay and Cloath-

ing Master Captains have the rank and pay of Captains and be

entitled to promotion in the line as such, but have no Companies.

Resolved, That the above allowance of Pay to Commissioned and

staff officers be in lieu of the Pay, Rations, Forrage and servants

heretofore allowed, and that no officer of whatever rank or on any

pretence whatever presume (on pain of being cashiered) to keep a

soldier as a servant.

Resolved, That the non Commissioned officers and Privates be

furnished with one Ration p- day p' man to consist of 1 lb. of bread,
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flour or Rice, 3/4 lb of salt or 1 lb of fresh Beef, Pork or fish, 1 GiU

of vinegar and half a GDI of Salt, and with Cloathing in the follow-

ing proportions p^ man, viz: Once in two years with a Cloth Coat,

waistcoat and overalls, and with a linnen frock, 2 p- of linnen overalls,

2 leathern stocks and 1 Hatt yearly.

Resolved, That the men so raised be commanded by officers who
have continued in the service of the United States to the close of

the late war, who shall be selected by Congress from the lines of

the respective States, in proportion to the quotas of men affixed by
these Resolutions.

Resolved, That the infantry so raised be distributed in Garrisons

at the different Posts in manner following viz:

North End of Lake Champlain
Niagara
Oswego and Fort Erie
Detroit
Mictiilimackinac and the carrying place at the
west End of Lake Superior

Mouth of Scioto and the carrying place be-
tween Scioto and Sandusky

,

Rapids and Mouth of the Ohio, and at the"!

Mouth of Illinois River J

12 12

50
100
50
100

100

100

100

12 44
[48]

24 600

Resolved, That the Artillery be proportioned to the different Posts

in such manner as the Commanding officer of the United States

shall judge most expedient.'

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present as yesterday.

According to order, Congress proceeded to the election of

another commissioner, in addition to those appointed on

' This report, in the writing of John Francis Mercer, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 167, folio 383. The indorsement states that it was
delivered this day, entered and read, and " Monday April 12, 1784, assigned for

consideration."



208 Journals of Congress

the 4th of March last, to negotiate with the Indians; and,

the ballots being taken, Mr. Philip Schuyler was elected.

THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina

and South CaroHna;

The delegates for the state of New Jersey laid before

Congress an act passed by the legislature of that State the

17 June, 1783, entitled "An Act to authorise the delegates

representing this State in the Congress of the United States,

to ratify an Alteration in one of the Articles of the Confed-

eration," in the following words:

Whereas it has been recommended by Congress to the several

states in Union, to authorise their respective delegates to subscribe

and ratify an Alteration in the eighth of the Articles of Confederation

and perpetual Union; and as the reasons urged by Congress appear

to make the alteration recommended necessary; therefore,

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the councU and general Assembly of this

State, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That

so much of the eighth of the Articles of Confederation and perpetual

Union, between the thirteen states of America, as is contained in the

words following, to wit: "AU charges of war, and all other expences

that shall be incurred for the common defence or general welfare, and

allowed by the United States in Congress assembled, shall be defrayed

out of a common treasury, which shall be supplied by the several

states, in proportion to the value of all land within each State,

granted to or surveyed for any person as such land and the buildings

and improvements thereon, shall be estimated according to such

mode as the United States in Congress assembled, shall, from time

to time, direct and appoint," shall be, and the same is hereby revoked

and made void, so far as the same extended to this State.

2. And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for

the delegates representing this State in the Congress of the United

States, and they are hereby required to subscribe and ratify the

following as part of the said instrument of Union, and in place of the
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part revoked and made void as aforesaid, to wit: "That all charges

of war, and all other expences that have been or shall be incurred

for the common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the United

States in Congress assembled, except so far as shall be otherwise

provided for, shall be defrayed out of a common treasury, which

shall be supplied by the several states, in proportion to the whole

number of white and other free citizens and inhabitants of every

age, sex and condition, including those bound to servitude for a term

of years, and three-fifths of all other persons not comprehended in

the foregoing description, except Indians not paying taxes in each

State," which said alteration, when so subscribed and ratified, shall

be deemed and held to be as sufBcient and valid for the purposes

therein mentioned, as the part herein before revoked and made
void, was or ought to have been before the revocation and disannul-

ling thereof.

Also an act passed the 11 June, 1783, entitled "An act to authorise

the United States in Congress assembled, to levy a duty on certain

goods and merchandise imported into this State, from any foreign

port, island or plantation, and for the appropriation thereof."

And an act passed the 20 December, 1783, entitled "An act for

raising a revenue of thirty-one thousand two hundred and fifty-nine

pounds five shillings per annum, for the term of twenty-five years,

for the purpose of paying the interest and principal of debts due
from the United States, agreeably to a recommendation of Congress

of the 18th day of April, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-

three, and for appropriating the same."

The above three acts being passed pursuant to the recommenda-
tions of the 18 April, 1783.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Arthur]

Lee, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry and Mr. [Jacob] Read, to whom
were referred a letter of 13 March, from the Superintendant

of finance, and one of 19 March, from the Marine Office,

The Committee [Mr. Arthur Lee, Mr. Elbridge Gerry and Mr.
Jacob Read] to whom were referred a letter from the Agent of Marine
of the 19'" Inst., a Report on one of the 4'" of Nov. last from the

Superintendant of Finance, and a letter from him of the 13"" Inst,

with the enclosures, submit the following Report:

98814°—27—VOL 26 14
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That by a survey of the Frigate Alliance in November last, the

necessary repairs were estimated at 5866^ DoUars.

That from the representation of the agent of marine in his letter

of the 19 "" Inst, the repairs of the Ship Washington wiU consume
more money than she will be worth when compleated.

That from the embarrassed state of our Finances there is every

reason to suppose the repairs of these vessels will be necessarily

deferred and in consequence thereof, that they wiU depretiate in

their value.

That under present circumstances it is not necessary to the keep

the Alliance for the protection of commerce nor the Washington for

a Packet; but that it will be for the interest of the Union, to dispose

of both for continental securities.

Whereupon, Resolved, That the Agent of Marine be directed to

make sale at public auction of the frigate Alliance and Ship Wash-

ington for continental loan office certificates or other bonded aceiu'i

tics at their apooic value for loan office certificates, or certificates for

other liquidated debts due from the U. S.

That previous to the sale, the time, place and conditions thereof

be advertised eae two months at least in the newspapers of the

principal ocaporta throughout the United States and that particular

oaro be taken to have the busincos conducted to the general aatia

faction of the public

Resolved, That Congress approve of the conduct of the Superin-

tendent of Finance, in issuing notes for the payment of the sums
ordered to General Armand, and sundry other French officers.'

Resolved, That the agent of marine be directed to make
sale, at public auction, of the ship Washington, for loan office

certificates, or certificates for other liquidated debts due

from the United States; that previous to the sale, the time,

place and conditions thereof be advertised two months.

Resolved, That Congress approve of the conduct of the

Superintendant of finance in issuing notes for the payment

of the sums ordered to General Armand, and sundry other

French officers.

' This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 28, folio 225. See ante, March 27.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 9, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present: New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia and North Caro-

lina; and from South Carolina, Mr. [Jacob] Read.

CongroBH roBumod the conaidoration of the report of the

grand oomniittoo appointed to prepare and report to Con

with the intcroat and ospcncoB for the year 1781 from the

firat to the laat day thereof inclusive, and a roquiaition of

money on the atatca for diacharging tho - aamc, and a

motion waa made by Mr? [John Ffancia}

Mercer acoondod by Mr. [Arthurj- Leo to

strike out tho - worda and figuroa Inarmcdi
atcly following the worda "domcatio debt"

namely ^^ Loan office debt ll,173,8Q2T36-at

€-^r cent 1,181,176 " and on the qucation

shall thoBO worda atand, the yoaa and nays being required

By general consent

this was ordered on
lOth April to be

struck out, and the

report to stand as

brought In and to

be open to further

debate as If no ques-

tion had been taken.

New EampaMrc,
Mr. Foster,

Blancbard,

Maaaaohuectta,

Mr. Gerry,

Partridge,

Rhode laland,

Mr. Ellcry,
I—I /-^TT-m I I

Conncoticut,

Mr. Sherman,

Wadsworth,
N&w Yorlc,

Mr. Be Witt,

Paine, '

fty

' QIVt

New Jcracy,

Mi. Beatty,

Bieky

Pcnnoylvania,

Mr. Mifflin,

Hand,
Maryland,

Mr. MoHcnry,
Stone,

Virginia,

Mr. Jefferson,

Hardy,

Leo,

Monroe,

North Carolina,

Mr. Williamaon,

«y
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SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present: New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and from the

State of North Carolina, Mr. [Hugh] Williamson.

[Motion of Mr. Elbridge Gerry]

Resolved, That the Legislatures of the several States be informed

that whilst they are respectively represented in Congress by two
delegates only such an unanimity for conducting the most important

publick concerns is necessary as cannot be rationally can be rarely

expected in Congrcsa

That if each of the thirteen States should be represented by two
members, five out of twenty-six members making only % of the

whole may negative any measure requiring the voice of nine States.

That of eleven states now on the floor of Congress 9 being repre-

sented by only 2 members from each, it is in the power of 3 out of

25 making only 3^ of the whole to negative such a measure, not-

withstanding that by the Articles of Confederation the dissent of 5

out of 13 states, being more than J^ of the number is necessary for

such a negative.

That should each of the States be represented by 3 members not

less than 10 of 39 could so negative a proposition matter requiring

the voice of 9 states.

That therefore Congress conceive it to be indispensibly necessary

and earnestly recommend that each state should at all times when
Congress are sitting be represented by 3 members at least and that

the most injurious delay consequences of public measures may be

expected from the want of such representation.

From the 1" Monday of November to the 11'^ of March last there

were 72 meetings of Congress at 25 of which there were less than 7

states and at 14 of the meetings nothing was done.*

1 This motion, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, seconded, by Mr. Arthur Lee,

is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 23, folio 189. The indorse-

ment says that it was referred on this day to Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. [Roger]

Sherman and Mr. [Arthur] Lee. See post, April 19.



April, 1784 213

[Motion by M? Ephraim Paine, referred to M? Edward Hand, M-
Ephraim Paine M- Arthur Lee]

Whereas on the late invasion of the City of New York by the

troops of his Britannic Majesty, the bells of the State house. Churches

and other public buildings of the said City were taken down and

removed to New Jersey and afterwards the United States in Congress

Assembled, ordered the said bells to be removed to the public works

belonging to them at CarUsle in the State of Pensylvania to be

cast into brass field pieces for the use of their armies and whereas

the said bells were not made use of for that purpose nor for any other.

Resolved, That the said bells be transported from the place where

they now are to the City of New York at the expence of the United

States.'

MONDAY, APRIL 12, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present: New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey,

Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and South Carohna; and

from the State of North CaroUna, Mr. [Hugh] Williamson.

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the

committee appointed to prepare and report to Congress the

arrears of interest on the national debt, together with the

interest and expences for the year 1784, from the first to the

last day thereof iiiclusive, and a requisition of money on the

states, when a motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson,

seconded by Mr. [Arthur] Lee, in that part where it is

proposed, "that the states be required to furnish within the

course of the present year, such part of their deficiencies

under the requisition of eight mUUons, as with their pay-

ments to the close of the last year, wiU make up three-fourths

of their original quota thereof;" that "three-fourths" be

struck out, and in lieu thereof, "one half" inserted: And on

1 This motion, in the writing of Ephraim Paine, seconded by Mr. Arthur Lee,

is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 379. See post,

May 4.
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the question to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. [Edward] Hand,

New Hampshire,
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Pennsylvania,
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The Committee [consisting of Koger Sherman, John Beatty and
Arthur Lee] to whom was referred a letter from the President of the

State of Pennsylvania dated March 24^" 1784. Eeport as their

opinion,

That the President of Congress write to the President of the State

of Pennsylvania, acknowledging the receipt of his letter of the 24**

of March last and acquaint him that Congress do not think proper to

take any order respecting the running the lines therein mentioned.*

The Committee of the Week [Mr. James McHenry, Mr. Charles

De Witt and Mr. Thomas Stone] report that the memorial of D?
[Nicholas] Schuyler be read in Congress. '

The Committee of the Week [Mr. James McHenry, Mr. Charles

De Witt and Mr. Thomas Stone] report that the petition of James
Livingston be read in Congress.'

The Committee to whom the Report of a Committee on Baron
Steuben of March 24th was recommitted, together with the Report
of a Committee of Dec- 30, 1782, beg leave to report,

That upon examining the Papers accompanying the report of the

30'^ Dec- they find the Baron de Steuben states therein that he was
possessed of a Patrimony canonry worth 4600 livres per annum, and
of an appointment from the Margrave of Baden of 4800 livres per

annum; that on coming to enter into the service of the U. S., he

transferred his canonry to his nephew and resigned the appointment
in the Margrave's Service. Your Committee therefore recommend
the following Resolutions:

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 20, II, foUo 171. The indorsement states that it was read

on this day.

The letter of John Dickinson, President of Pennsylvania, is in No. 69, II,

foUo 473.

2 This report, in the writing of James McHenry, is in tlie Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 41, IX, folio 288. Schuyler's memorial is on folio 285. It

was referred, the indorsement states, to Mr. [Edward] Hand, Mr. [David] Howell
and Mr. [Charles] De Witt, and May 3 ordered to be filed.

' This report, in the writing of James McHenry, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 42, IV, folio 354. Livingston's petition is on folio 351. It

was referred, the indorsement states, to Mr. [Edward] Hand, Mr. [David] Howell
and Mr. [Charles] De Witt.

On this day, as the indorsement indicates, was read a letter from Israel Evans,
and referred to Mr. [Edward] Hand, Mr. [David] Howell and Mr. [Charles]

De Witt. It is in No. 78, VIII, folio 413. Committee Book, No. 186, states that

the committee reported April 22.
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R. That the resignation of the Baron de Steuben, late Inspector

Gen! and Major General be accepted t-lie Supcrintcndajit of Financo

a compensation for the Sacrificco ho made when ho entered the

Service of the U. S. cxcluaivc of all auma due to him for -pay and
arrearages of Pay, Rations and Subaistanco.

R. That the thanks of the U. S. in Congress assembled be given to

the Baron de Steuben for the great zeal and abilities he has discoverd

in the discharge of the several duties of his ofBce, and that a gold

hilted sword be presented to him as a mark of the high sense Congress

entertain of his character and services.

R. That the Superintendant of Finance take order for procuring

the same.*

TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present: New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina

and South CaroUna.

Congress took into consideration the report of a com-
mittee, consisting of Mr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr. [David] Howell

and Mr. [Hugh] WiUiamson, to whom was re-committed

their report on a letter of 24 March, from Major-General

Baron Steuben, together with the report of a committee

respecting him, entered on the journal of the 30 December,

1782, and the first resolution reported by the committee

being amended to read as follows:

"That the resignation of Baron Steuben, late inspector

general and major general, be accepted: and that the

Superintendant of finance take order for paying him thirteen

thousand dollars, as a compensation for the sacrifices he

made when he entered the service of the United States, ex-

clusive of all sums due to him as an officer in the service of

the United States."

' This report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, foHo 517. According to the indorsement, it was delivered

April 12.
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A motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by

Mr. [Jacob] Read, to postpone the consideration of the said

resolution, in order to take up the following:

Whereas Major-General Baron Steuben, at the instance

of the friends of America, and with the advice and concur-

rence of the Ministers of the United States in France, did, in

the latter end of the year 1777, come over to America, and
producing the most honorable testimonials of his mihtary

rank and abilities, did profer his services to Congress, de-

claring at the same time that he would not make any previ-

ous stipulations for a reward, but would leave it to be de-

termined by Congress after they should have proofs and

experience of his merit and services. And whereas the

abilities and zeal of that meritorious officer, in the depart-

ment of inspector general, have been the principal cause of

introducing and perfecting discipline in our army, and

establishing such a system of economy as produced an

extraordinary reduction of expences:

Resolved, That the Superintendant of finance be directed

to issue securities bearing an annual interest of sLx per cent,

and payable as other debts due to the army, to the said

Major-General Baron Steuben, to the amount of 45 thousand

dollars, in full of all simis due to him for pay, arrearages

of pay, rations, subsistence, half pay or commutation, and of

all other demands for services and sacrifices in the cause

of the United States.

That the Superintendant of finance be directed to ad-

vance in specie to the said Baron Steuben, the sum of

in part payment of the preceding resolve :
^ And on the

question to postpone for the purpose abovementioned, the

yeas and nays being required by Mr. [David] Howell,

1 This motion, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, V, folio 515.
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that adequate compensation be made to the parties for any injuries

or damages by them sustained in consequence of such non compHance.

Resolved, That the Superintendant of Finance of the United States

be and he hereby is authorized and empowered to agree with the

parties making complaint of such injury to submit the same to the

arbitrament of persons indifferently chosen by the said Superintendant

and by such parties so complaining as aforesaid.

All which is humbly submitted.

ROBT. MOREIS.*

Office of Finance
5"^ April 1784}

[Report of Mr. Richard Peters, Mr. Hugh Williamson and Mr.

Abraham Clark.]

That the memorial of Lieutenant Andrew Lytle and the papers

accompanying the same be referred to the Superintendant of Finance

to report.'

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, eleven states as yesterday.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [John]

Beatty, Mr. [Edward] Hand and Mr. [William] Ellery, to

whom was referred an account of Captain Gassaway,

That considering the nature of the services, he has been employed

in and the very great expence he was at in travelling and horse hire,

1 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 137, III, folio 789.

The indorsement states that it was read on this day.

2 This report, in the writing of Richard Peters, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 42, IV, folio 345. The indorsement indicates that it was

read on this day. See ante, October 4, 1783.

On this day, as the indorsement states, was read a letter of April 2 from D.

Humphrys. It is in No. 78, XII, foho 303.

Also, a letter of April 3 from the Superintendent of Finance. It is in No. 137,

III, foho 487.

Also, a letter of April 10 from Joseph Carleton, Secretary in the War Office.

It appears, from the indorsement, to have been referred to Mr. [James] McHenry,
Mr. [Samuel] Dick, Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr. [Samuel] Holten and Mr.

[Joseph] Gardner, but later the reference was struck out. It is in No. 151, folio 25.

Also, a letter of March 28 from Nathanael Greene. It is in No. 155, II, folio

698.
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your Committee are of opinion the sum charged is not too great;

they therefore submit the following resolution

:

Resolved, That six dollars per day be allowed to Captain

John Gassaway, for thirty days, the time he was employed in

carrying public dispatches to Virginia, in full for his services,

horse hire and other expences, and that the amount thereof

be charged on the revenue of the post office.^

The delegates for the State of Pensylvania laid before

Congress, an act passed pursuant to the act of Congress of

the 18 AprU, 1783, by the legislature of that State, on the

23 September, 1783, entitled "An act for levying a duty on

certain enumerated articles, and an impost of five per cent,

ad valorem on all other goods, wares and merchandise,

imported into this State, and a tax upon real and personal

property, for the discharge of the debts of the United States

of America, agreeable to acts of Congress therein recited,

and for other purposes therein mentioned."

The delegates of the State of Rhode Island and Providence

Plantations, having informed Congress, that the legislature

of said State, at their session in February last, passed the

following resolutions, to wit:

"Resolved, That the delegates of this State be, and they are hereby

instructed to use their influence to obtain a recess of Congress, as

soon as the national business will possibly admit.

It is further voted, that the delegates of this State request that

honorable body to adjourn and convene at Rhode Island in the

course of the next year, or as soon as may be convenient; and that

Congress be informed, that if the aforesaid request shall be acceded

to, this State will prepare suitable buildings for their accommodation."

And thereupon moved, That on the fifteenth twenty sixth

day of May next, the President adjourn this Congress until

the 26 day of October next, then to meet at Newport, in the

' This report, in the writing of John Beatty, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, foUo 383.
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State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, and if a
sufficient number of members to form a house should not then

meet, that all the business before this Congress unfinished at

the time of said adjournment, be referred to the United

States in Congress, who shall be assembled at said Newport,

on the first Monday in November next.^

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, seconded

by Mr. [Samuel] Hardy, to strike out the words "then to

meet at Newport, in the State of Rhode Island and Provi-

dence Plantations," and afterwards the words "at said

Newport": And on the question, shall those words stand

the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [David] Howell,

New Hampshire,
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struck out, to insert "to meet at Philadelphia:" And on the

question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required

by Mr. [Edward] Hand,

New Hampshire,
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And on the question to postpone for the purpose above
mentioned, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [James]

Monroe,

New HampsJiire,





226 Journals of Congress

A motion was then made by Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, for

a further amendment, by adding immediately after the words

inserted, these words, to wit, "provided a committee of the

states shall have been previously constituted." On this

amendment the previous question was moved by the State of

Massachusetts, seconded by the State of New Jersey: and

on the question to agree to the previous question, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight,

New Hampshire,
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THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, eleven states as yesterday.

Congress resumed the consideration of the report on the

letter of 24 March, from Major General Baron Steuben; and

thereupon,

Resolved, That the resignation of Baron Steuben, late

inspector general and major general, be accepted.

That the thanks of the United States in Congress

assembled, be given to Baron Steuben, for the great zeal and

abilities he has discovered in the discharge of the several

duties of liis office; that a gold hilted sword be presented to

him, as a mark of the high sense Congress entertain of his

character and services, and that the Superintendant of

finance take order for procuring the same.

[Motion by Mr. Thomas Jefferson]

Congress having been made sensible that Major Gen! Baron de

Steuben when he left Europe to enter into the service of America
independantly of other sacrifices relinquished offices of very con-

siderable income and honor and that imlc33-ho can rccoivo the monies

due to him from thcao atatca hia return from their ocrvicc will be to

a situation diatreaBing-himoelf, dishonorable to them and diocoui-ag

ing to othora in future

Resolved, That the proper officers proceed to the liquidation of the

monies due from these states to Major General Baron de Steuben:

that the Superintendant of Finance report to Con-
Agreed to. gress his opinion of the most speedy and efficacious

means of procuring and paying the same either here

or in Europe, that Baron Steuben be assured that Congress will

adopt these or such others as shall appear most proper and effectual

for doing him that justice which the peculiarity of his case authorises,

and that for hio accomodation in the meantime he be prcaonted with

ten thouaand dollars for the immediate delivery of which the finaa-
fit i-trt 1-T- ill »i-\l— /-v j-.-r»r-i /^t* LVTVt \\ 111 VUiVKJ^ljL^JtJ^T

1 This motion, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, is in the Papers of the Conti~

nental Congress^ No. 19, V, folio 521. It is undated.
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That the proper officers proceed to the liquidation of

moneys due from the United States, to Major General

Baron Steuben ; that the Superintendant of finance report to

Congress his opinion of the most speedy and efficacious means

of procuring and pajdng the same either here or in Europe.

That Baron Steuben be assured, that Congress will adopt

these or such others as shall appear most proper and effectual,

for doing him that justice which the peculiarity of his case

authorises.

A motion being before ^eagyees was made by Mr.

[Thomas] Jefferson, seconded by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, that

the sum of ten thousand dollars be presented to Baron Steu-

ben, for which the Superintendant of finance will take order

;

on wliich the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [James]

Wadsworth,

ay

ay

ay

div.

ay

New Hampshire,
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A motion was then made by Mr. [Ephraim] Paine, seconded

by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, that the siun of 8000 dollars be

presented to Baron Steuben; on wliich the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. [James] Wadsworth,

New Hampshire,
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New EampsMre,
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On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being

required by Mr. [James] Wadsworth,

ay-

ay

ay

ay

ay

So it was resolved in the affirmative.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Jacob]

Read, Mr. [John] Beatty and Mr. [James] McHenry, to

whom was referred a petition of Philip Strubing, a citizen of

Geneva, and late a lieutenant of dragoons, in the service of

the United States;

Resolved, That a brevet commission of captain in the army
of the United States, be issued to Lieutenant Philip Strubing,

late of Van Herr's corps.

Resolved, That the instruction of the 22 of January last,

to the Superintendant of finance, in favour of certain foreign

officers, be considered by him as extending, and it is hereby

extended to Lieutenant Philip Strubing, late of Van Herr's

corps, in the service of the United States of America.'

New Hampshire,
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Congress resumed the consideration of the report on the

letter from Major General Greene, respecting Colonel

Mentges; and thereupon,

The Committee consisting of M"" [WUIiams] Ellery, M"" [Arthur]

Lee and M'' [Richard Dobbs] Spaight to whom the report of a com-
mittee on General Greene's letter and its enclosures, respecting

Colonel Mentgez, was referred, offer the foUowing statement and
resolution.

From a perusal of said letter and its enclosures, it appears, that

General Greene appointed Lieutenant Colonel Mentgez inspector of

contracts, for the time being, to the Southern Army; that at the

same time he was inspector of the Army and from his knowledge of

the returns had it more in his power to check abuses than any other

person; that General Greene gave notice of said appointment to the

Superintendant of Finance and Secretary of War in a letter to the

former dated Feb? 20*- 1783, desiring them if there was any impropri-

ety in Lieutenant Colonel Mentgez holding both Offices that they

would inform him of it;

That neither of them made any objection, that the Colonel con-

tinued to perform the duties until the dissolution of the Army; that

the duties were hard, and that no man could have performed them
more satisfactorily;

That General Greene drew two bills on the Superintendant of

Finance in favor of Colonel Mentgez each for I663 dollars, which is

the monthly pay of an inspector of contracts, and for which he has

credited the United States in his account; that he presented his

Account as Inspector of Contracts for payment and was told by the

Comptroller of Accoimts that he could not settle said Account,

because he (the Colonel) held two appointments at the same time

without a special resolve of Congress, and by an Act of Congress

dated Sept? 18*? 1776, it further appears "that no Officer in the

Continental Army be allowed to hold more than one Commission, or

to receive pay but in one capacity at the same time."

Whereupon your Committee submit the foUowing resolution,

Resolved, That Lieutenant Colonel Mentges be allowed as

a compensation for his services as inspector of Contracts for

the Southern Army, in addition to his pay as an Officer in
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the line, the sum of one hundred and ten dollars per month,

during the time he executed that Office.'

The Committee consisting of M' [William] EUery, M' [James]

Maddison and M? [James] Duane, to whom was committed a letter

from Major Gen' Greene of the 7* of Oct? 1783, enclosing a copy of a

letter and an account of F. C. Mentgez beg leave to report.

That in settling the pay and accounts of Lieutenant Colonel

Mentgez he be allowed the pay of Inspector of Contracts for the

Southern Army from the he waa appointed to tliat office by while he

acted in that office, under the appointment of Major General Greene,

«ntil the expiration thereof and that during that time his pay and

allowances as Lieutenant Colonel and Inspector of the Army cease."

On the report of a committee, consisting of ISIr. [Arthur]

Lee, Mr. [James] McHemy and Mr. [William] EUery, to

whom was referred a letter from the Secretary at War, on

the case of Lieutenant JoUibois;

Resolved, That Mr. JoUibois be aUowed the pay of a Ueu-

tenant from the 4 October, 1781, to the 3 of November, 1783;

and that certificates be given to him for the same.^

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Richard]

Peters, Mr. [Hugh] WiUiamson and Mr. [Abraham] Clark, to,

whom were referred a memorial of Andrew Little [Lytle],

and sundry papers accompanying the same;

Resolved, That the said memorial and papers be referred

to the Superintendant of finance to report.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [William]

EUery, Mr. [John] Beatty and Mr. [Abiel] Foster, to whom
was referred a letter of the 16th January, from the Superin-

' This report, in the writing of William EUery, is in the Papers of the Conlinenlal

Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 73.

2 This report, in the writing of William EUery, is in No. 19, IV, foUo 77'. It

was read, the indorsement states, November 1, 1783, and on January 6, 1784,

committed to Mr. [WiUiam] EUery, Mr. [Arthur] Lee and Mr. [Richard Dobbs]
Spaight. Greene's letter is in No. 155, II, folio 639.

^ This report, in the writing of Arthur Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, III, foUo 319.
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tendant of finance, as agent of marine, respecting a claim of

Captain Green and others;

Resolved, That no extra allowance be made to naval officers

who have been or who may be employed on courts martial

in the State where they reside at the time of holding the

same, or where the ships or vessels of war to which they

belong, did or may he at the time of their being so employed.

That the agent of marine report to Congress, a reasonable

allowance per day for such naval officers as have been or

shall be employed on courts martial out of the states of their

residence, or in a State where the ships or vessels of war

to which they were or may be attached, did not or shall not

lie at the time of their being so employed.^

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh]

WUliamson, Mr. [WUham] EUery and Mr. [Roger] Sherman,

to whom was referred a report of the Superintendant of

finance of the 6 November last, on the memorial of sundry

officers late in the department of the issuing commissary;

Resolved, That the Superintendant of finance cause the

accounts of the late issuing commissaries to be settled, with

all convenient despatch, after the several charges shall have

been exhibited against the dcputic3 - by late head of the

department, and they shall have dehvered in their returns,

books and vouchers, provided they shall, when the same
may be required, confirm, by oath, the accounts of issues

which they may exhibit; provided also, that before any
certificates shall be given for balances that may appear due

to any of the said issuing commissaries, they shall give

security equal to the amount of such certificate, that in case

any error shall hereafter appear in the statement of their

accounts, they shall be answerable for the same.^

' The letter of the Agent of Marine is in No. 137, III, folio 667.

2 This report, in the writing of Hugh Williamson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 29, folio 153. See ante, January 6.
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On the report of said committee, to whom was referred a

memorial of James Gamble, late deputy commissary of

issues, toucliing money stolen;

The Committee to whom was referred the Memorial of James

Gamble late Deputy Commissary General of Issues, stating that in

November 1781 he received from Charles Stewart 2000 dollars of the

new emission of the state of Rhode Island in pay for himself and his

assistants in the Department. That the money was much depre-

ciated, and would not pass current or be received by his assistants.

That he put 1807 dollars of the same into the hands of Standish Ford

of Philadelphia to be taken by him to Rhode Island and exchanged

for gold or silver coin to the best advantage of which money said

Standish Ford was afterwards robbed as appears by liis oath, and

praying that he may not be charged with the money, that was so lost,

submit the following resolve.

Resolved, That as it appears that two thousand dollars of

the new emission of the State of Rhode Island, were deUvered

to James Gamble, as pay for himself and his deputies, and

that the said Gamble afterwards considered the greatest

part of the money as private property, belonging to himself

or to his assistants, and as such ordered it to be taken to

Rhode Island, and there negotiated for specie, the request of

the memoriaUst that the said money be not charged to him,

cannot be granted.'

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Elbridge]

Gerry, Mr. [WiUiam] Ellery and Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, to

whom was referred a report from the Superintendant of

finance, on a Motion of Mr. [Abraham] Clarke, respecting

certificates issued from the treasury Office, on Uquidated

debts;

Resolved, That the Superintendant of finance be, and he

is hereby directed to report to Congress, the form of a con-

' Thi.s report, in the writing of Hugh Williamson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, II, folio 369. Gamble's memorial is in No. 41, III, folio

511. A petition of Gamble is in No. 59, III, folio 231.
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cise power of attorney, to be used by the respective holders

in transferring such certificates, and also the mode of

executing such power, both within and without the juris-

diction of the United States.*

That on the 27'" of April, 1776, M' William Palfrey was appointed

Pay Master Gen! the salary at that time being 100 dollars per month.

On the 9'" of July, 1776, M' Palfrey, the Paymaster Gen' obtained

the rank of Lieut Co': On the 20"> of Aug«' 1777, the salary of the

Pay Master General was raised to 150 dollars per month, and on the

6*" of May, 1778, it was farther increased to 250 dollars. On the

IS"' of Nov!', 1780, Congress was pleased to resolve that "the Board
of Treasury take immediate measures for settling the accounts of

W" Palfrey late Pay Master Gen' and that in adjusting his accoimts

an allowance be made for his pay and subsistence at the rate fixed by
Congress before the 1^ of Sept'', 1777, on the principle estabhshed

in the resolution of that day," By which resolve M"' Palfrey must
have rec? the pay of 150 dollars per month beside the subsistence

and other allowances which are made to a Lieut Colonel.

On the n'"" of Jan", 1781, M' John Pierce was appointed Pay
Master Gen', no mention being made at that time of Pay. Ever
since that time M"' Pierce has continued in the faithful discharge of

his Office which by a subsequent Act of Congress was rendered more
haaardoua and responsible. In the course of the present year he
was further appointed to settle the Accounts of the Army, and to

issue certificates for the balances due them, which is a very difficult

as weU as a very confidential trust and duty. Upon which your
Committee submit the following Resolve:

Resolved, That in settling the accounts of Mr. John Pierce,

the paymaster general he be allowed at the rate of one

hundred and fifty dollars per month, besides the rations

and ' other emoluments -of that are drawn by a lieutenant

colonel.

The committee further reported, that Mr. Pierce be

allowed, in consideration of his additional services in settUng

' This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 26, folio 471. See ante, August 5, 1783.



April, 1784 237

the accounts of the army, at the rate of one hundred dollars

per month, while employed in that service.^

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being

required by Mr. [Jacob] Read,

New Hampshire,
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The Committee [Mr. Hugh Williamson, Mr. Edward Hand and
Mr. David Howell] to whom was refered the memorial of M.'- Jacob

Weiss, j^, stating that while he was Deputy Quarter Master General

he was appointed to take the charge of receiving and delivering the

Quarter Master's stores in Camp, and was afterwards appointed to

the charge of issuing cloathing to many persons employed in the quar-

ter master's Department and in consequence of having discharged

those duties requesting that other or greater pay may be allowed

him than what he was entitled to as Deputy Quarter Master General

submit the following resolve.

That the request of the Memorialist cannot be granted.'

FRIDAY, APRIL 16, 1784.

Congress assembled : Present, eleven states as yesterday.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Edward]

Hand, Mr. [Hugh] Williamson and Mr. [David] Howell, to

whom was referred a motion of Mr. [Edward] Hand,

Resolved, That the commissioners for treating with the

Indian nations be informed that as Congress are desirous

of having that important business effected with the utmost

dispatch and at as Uttle expence as possible, the fifth article

of their instructions so far as it enjoins the holding of sepa-

rate and distinct treaties with the several nations is dis-

pensed with, and that they the said commissioners are

hereby authorised to treat with the said several nations of

Indians coUectively or at different times and places as they

shall find most conducive to the Interest of the United

States.^

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh] WUliamson, Mr.

[Arthur] Lee and Mr. [Jacob] Read, to whom was referred a

' This report, in the writing of Hugh Williamson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 527. The indorsement states that it was read

on tliis day. See ante, March 27, 1784.

' This report, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 30, folio 217.

This resolution was also entered in the manuscript Secret (Domestic) Journal.
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letter of the 7, from the hon'"^ the minister plenipotentiary

of France, relative to the late Baron de Kalb, and Colonel

Radiere, and to Lieutenant-Colonels Fleury and Gimat,

having reported thereon;

The Committee [Mr. Hugh Williamson, Mr. Arthm- Lee and Mr.
Jacob Eead] to whom was referred a letter of the 7"^ Inst, from the

Minister of France to the President of Congress submit the following

Resolve,

That the acts of the 22""' Jany. and the 3^" of February last in

favour of certain foreign officers be extended to Lieut. Col. Fleury and
Gimat, and that the Superintendant of Finance cause the accounts

of the Baron de Kalb who was killed in the service of the U. S. and
those of Col. Radier who dyed in their service to be settled with all

convenient despatch."

Resolved, That the said report be referred to the Super-

intendant of finance to take order.

The minister plenipotentiary of France, having on
the 6th transmitted to Congress a Letter, dated 13th

August, 1783, from His Most Christian Majesty, m
answer to their Letter of the 14th June, 1779, and
accompanied the same with a Memorial informing

Congress, that the portraits of the King and Queen
are arrived at Philadelphia; that he has orders to

present them to this assembly, and has taken the

measures necessary for their safe keeping untU Con-
gress shall be ready to receive them; the said letter

and memorial were referred to the consideration of a

Committee.^

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Elbridge]

Gerry, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson and Mr. [Jacob] Read, to

whom were referred a letter of the 13 of August, from his

' This report, in the writing of Hugh Williamson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 25, II, folio 359.

' This paragraph was entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign
Affairs.
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Most Christian Majesty, and a memorial from the hon'*'®.

the minister plenipotentiary of France;

Resolved, That the following letter be signed by the Pres-

ident, in behalf of the United States in Congress assembled,

and transmitted to his Most Christian Majesty, in answer

to his letter accompanying the portraits of his Majesty and

of his royal Consort, which he has been pleased to present

to Congress.

Very Great, faithful and moat beloved Friend and Ally:

Your Majesty's letter of the 13 of August last has been received

by the United States in Congress assembled with a degree of satis-

faction and pleasure, which those only can conceive who to the

highest sentiments of respect unite feelings of the most affectionate

friendship.

The portraits of your Majesty and of your royal Consort having

arrived at Philadelphia, have been carefully preserved by your

faithful Minister, the Chevalier de la Luzerne, whose attention on

this as on all other occasions merits the particular acloiowledgments

of Congress.

These lively emblcma representations of our best august and most
beloved friends will have the most honorable place be placed in

our Coimcil Chamber and can never fail of exciting in the mind of

every patriotic American an admiration of and the warmest dcairo

of imitating the distinguished virtues and accomphshments of the

royal originals.

We beseech the Supreme Ruler of the Universe constantly to

keep you both yoiu* Majesty and your royal Consort in his holy

protection and long to render the blessings of your Majesty's admin-

istration as extensive as the objects of your Majesty's benevolent

principles.

Done at Annapolis in the State of Maryland this 16 day of April,

1784, by the United States in Congress assembled.

Your faithful friends and allies.

Resolved, That the President inform the honorable the

minister of France, that Congress have a due sense of the care
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which he has taken for preserving the portraits, and are desir-

ous that they may continue in his possession until proper

places can be provided for them.

That a letter be addressed by the President to the Supreme

executives of the several states, informing them of the in-

telligence communicated by the Minister of France, to wit,

"That his most Christian Majesty has determined that

L'Orient shall be a free port, and although the edict is not

published, may be so considered by the citizens of the United

States. And that the merchants of the United States like-

wise enjoy the liberty of frequenting the ports of Marseilles

and Dunkirk, and participate, as other nations, [in] the

franchises and privileges of these two places."

That the minister of France, in answer to his letter of the

9 instant, requesting to know what measures had been taken

by the United States, relative to the payments of the por-

tions of the principal and interest of the loan of eighteen

million Uvres^ furnished by his Most Christian Majesty, and

also of five million florins supphed in Holland, and guaran-

teed by his Majesty, be informed, that as all the legislatures

have not yet passed on the recommendations of Congress of

the 18 April, 1783, for establishing permanent funds, sup-

plementary requisitions on the states will be adopted to

provide for the interest of the loans aforesaid for the present

year, and that the greatest care will be taken by subsequent

measures for the punctual payment of the principal and
interest, as they may respectively become due, according to

the terms of the several contracts.*

' The report and draft of the letter, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, are in

the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 25, II, folio 355. The words lined

Out are so in the report and not in the Journal. The report was entered also in

the Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.
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On a report from the late Secretary at War, to whom was
referred a petition from several oflBcers of the Pensylvania

line;

Some of the officers of the Pennsylvania line who have returned

from South Carolina at their own expence, have been compensated.

I see no reason why Col. Craig and others whose petition has been

referred to me should be deprived of that benefit.

I therefore submit to the consideration of Congress the propriety of

passing the following resolve

—

Resolved, That the Secretary in the War Office be, and he

is hereby directed to issue warrants on the paymaster general,

in favor of Colonel Craig, Lieutenant Strieker, Captain Seely,

Lieutenant Thornbury and Captain Claypoole, for a Uke

sum that has been allowed to other officers of the Pensyl-

vania line, to refund their expences in returning from South

Carolina.^

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Samuel]

Hardy, Mr. [George] Partridge and Mr. [Jeremiah Townley]

Chase, to whom was referred a memorial of Robert Patton;

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of Robert Patten

for an encrease of his wages as Doorkeeper, Report.

'Resolved, That the sum of ten doUars per month be allowed

to Robert Patton, messenger, in addition to his salary, from

the 12 of November last, until the G.vat of April 26 day of

May next.^

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh] WUliamson, Mr.

[George] Partridge and Mr. [Arthur] Lee, to whom was

referred a letter of February 5, from Brigadier General

Hazen, having reported,

• This report, in the form of a letter from Benjamin Lincoln, is in the Papers

of the Continental Congress, No. 149, III, folio 249.

' This report, in the writing of Samuel Hardy, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 49. The words lined out are so in the report and not

in the Journal. Patton's memorial is in No. 41, VIII, foUo 120.



April, 178

A

243

The Committee to whom was referred a letter from Brig^ General

Hazen of the 5'" Feby. to the President of Congress alledging that

for some time he had the command, and has been subject to the

expence of a BrigJ Gen! and requesting that in settling his accts. he

may be allowed the emoluments or pay of a Brig- Genl. in the line,

beg leave to report,

That by a resolution of Congress on the 29*" of June, 1781, General

Hazen obtained the rank of Brigadier General by Brevet, which rank

he continued to hold when the late reductions were made in the Army.

That on the 10* of September, 1783, Congress were pleased to

direct that the Paymaster General be informed that Brevet Com-
missions do not entitle to pay or emoluments unless the same be

expressed in the Resolution granting such commission, which instruc-

tion seems to be in perfect conformity with a former act of the 30'-

of April, 1778.

The Committee further observe, that by an act of the 15* of Dec,

1781, major Edward Giles, a brevet officer, a particular officer who
was a Major by Brevet was allowed the pay and subsistence of a

Major while in actual service, on which your Committee submit the

following resolve.

"That in settling the accounts of Brigadier General Moses

Hazen, he be allowed the pay and subsistance of a brigadier

general in the line of the army, so long as he may have com-

manded a brigade, and not longer."
^

A motion was made by Mr. [George] Partridge, seconded

by Mr. [Richard] Beresford, to strike out "subsistance,"

and in Ueu thereof insert "emoluments;" and to strike out

what follows "brigadier general," and in heu thereof insert,

"from the date of his brevet commission as brigadier:"

And on the question to agree to tliis amendment, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. [Hugh] Williamson,

' This report, in the writing of Hugh Williamson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

jiental Coiigress, No. 19, III, folio 105.
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New Hampshire,
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MONDAY, APRIL 19, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, Pennsyl-

vania, Maryland, Virginia, North CaroUna and South Caro-

lina; and from the State of New Jersey, Mr. [Samuel] Dick.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Elbridge]

Gerry, Mr. [Roger] Sherman and Mr. [Arthur] Lee, to whom
was referred a motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry

;

Resolved, That the legislatures of the several states be

informed, that whilst they are respectively represented in

Congress by two delegates only, such an unanimity for con-

ducting the most important public concerns is necessary as

can be rarely expected. That if each of the thirteen states

should be represented by two members, five out of twenty-

six, being only a fifth of the whole, may negative any measure
requiring the voice of nine states: that of eleven states now
on the floor of Congress, nine being represented by only two
members from each, it is in the power of three out of twenty-

five, making only one-eighth of the whole, to negative such a

measure, notwithstanding that by the Articles of Confedera-

tion, the dissent of five out of thirteen being more than one-

tliird of the number, is necessary for such a negative. That

in a representation of three members from each State, not

less than ten of thirty-nine could so negative a matter

requiring the voice of nine states: that from facts under

the observation of Congress they are clearly convinced, that

a representation of two members from the several States,

is extremely injurious by producing delays, and for this

reason is likewise much more expensive than a general

representation of three members from each State: that

therefore Congress conceive it to be indispensably necessary,

and earnestly recommend, that each State, at all times when
Congress are sitting, be hereafter represented by three
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members at least; as the most injurious consequences may
be expected from the want of such representation.^

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [William]

Ellery, Mr. [John] Beatty and Mr. [Abiel] Foster, to whom
was referred a letter of 21 January, from the Superintendant

of finance, relative to an account of Tench Francis;

The Committee consisting of Mr [William] Ellery, M? [John]

Beatty, and M- [Abiel] Foster to whom was referred a letter from the

Superintendent of Finance of the 2P^ January, 1784, relative to an

account of Tench Francis, Report,

That it appears from said letter that Tench Francis was employed

in the year 1782 to go to Boston to superintend the bringing from

thence the money brought by the ChevaHer de Langle—That the

business was by him performed with the greatest care and fideUty,

and that he had not received any reward for his service.

That in counting the money there was an error of three himdred

and sixty six crowTis equal to four hundred and six dollars and sixty

ninetieths and that M^ Francis gave a receipt for the whole sum on

accoimt of the United States.

Resolved, That the sum of four hundred and six dollars and

sixty ninetieths of a dollar be passed to the credit of Tench

Francis, in the treasury books, being the amount of an error

in the receipt given by him, on account of the United States,

for three hundred and sLxty-six crowns more than he received.

That the Superintendant of finance report to Congress, a

reasonable allowance for the time and expences of said T.

Francis, while employed in the year 1782, in going to Boston,

and superintending the bringing from thence the money
imported by the Chevalier de Langle.^

Congress took into consideration the report of a committee,

consisting of Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley]

' This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 23, folio 185.

2 This report, in the writing of Abiel Foster, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 317.
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Chase and Mr. [David] Howell, to whom was re-committed

their report of a plan for a temporary government of the

Western territory:

When a motion was made by Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight,

seconded by Mr. [Jacob] Read, to strike out the following

paragraph

;

"That after the year 1800 of the Christian sera, there shaU

be neither slavery nor unvoluntary servitude in any of the

said states, otherwise than in punishment of crimes whereof

the party shall have been convicted to have been personally

guilty:" And on the question, shall the words moved to be
struck out stand the yeas and nays being required by Mr.
[David] HoweU,

-ay

no

S-no

New Hampshire,
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to garrison their Posts immediately on the Evacuation thereof by
the British troops; that therefore the Said Delegates request the

united States in Congress assembled to Declare the number of troops

which they may Deem necessary for Such garrisons, the Said Dele-

gates at the same time informing the united States in Congress

assembled that it is the opinion of this Legislature that a body of

troops not Exceeding five hundred Rank and file properly officered

would be adequate for the purposes aforesaid." Whereupon s-

delegates submit the following resolution

—

Resolved, That the State of N. York be and it is hereby authorized

to keep up and maintain at its own expence any body of troops not

exceeding five hundred rank and file properly officered to garrison

the forts necessary for the defence of s^ State.'

TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present as yesterday.

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the

committee on a temporary government of the western terri-

tory, and the following clause being under debate, viz. That
they shall be subject to the government of the United States

in Congress assembled, and to the articles of Confederation

in all those cases in which the original States shall be so

subject.

A motion was made by Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by
Mr. [William] Ellery, to strike out the words, "to the govern-

ment of the United States in Congress assembled, and,"

' The motion, in the writing of David Howell and Ephraim Paine, is in the

Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 339. The indorsement states

that it was made on this day, and postponed "till Congress shall have decided

on the report respect the taking possession of western posts."

On this day, as the indorsement states, was read a letter of the 19th from
Henry Remsen, Jr. It is in No. 78, XIX, folio 467.

Also, a letter of the 17th from Baron Steuben. It is in No. 164, folio 255.
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And on the question, shall the words moved to be struck

out stand the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [WiUiam]

EUery.

New HampsMre,
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Pennsylvania,
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So the question was lost and the words were struck out.

In the following clause, "provided nine states agree to

such admission, according to the reservation of the eleventh

of the articles of Confederation;"

A motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by
Mr. [George] Partridge, to strike out the words, "nine

States agree to," and the words, "the reservation of the

eleventh of," and after "admission," to insert the word "be,"

so that it read. Provided such admission be according to the

articles of Confederation: And on the question to agree to

this amendment, the yeas and nays being required by Mr.

[Elbridge] Gerry,

rno

r'no

-ay-

ay

ay

So the question was lost.

A motion was then made by Mr. [Hugh] Williamson,
seconded by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, to strike out the words,
"nine states agree," and in lieu thereof insert "the consent
of so many states in Congress is first obtained as may at the

New HampsJiire,
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time be competent," and then strike out what follows " admis-
sion:" And on the question to agree to this amendment, the

yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Hugh] Williamson,

ay

rno

New Hampshire,
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Resolved, That for the future, the Commissioner in liquidating the

accounts of his department adopt the scale of the State, in which the

business was transacted; as the measure of depreciation as well in

ballances due from, as to the U. S.'

[Motion of M^ David HoweU respecting Weiss, April 20, 1784.

Referred to M'- David HoweU, Mr Edward Hand, M? William

Ellery.]

As it appears to Congress that Jolin Weis enlisted in the spring of

1777 Drum Major to the 1^5 Rhode Island Regiment commanded by
Colonel Christopher Greene—that on the P' of October following he

was appointed Provost Marshal to part of the army then lying on the

Hudson by the orders of General Putnam—that after the junction of

the main army with that under the command of General Gates at the

White Plains in 1778 he continued to serve with fidelity as Provost

Marshall to the whole army until March 1780 when he resigned, and
that he has received depreciation in his wages only to the 1" of

October, 1777.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the State of Rhode Island

and Providence Plantations, to make good the depreciation on the

pay of John Weis sometime Drum Major in the Pt Rhode Island

Regiment and afterwards Provost Marshall to the army from the P£

of October 1777 to the P5 March 1780, and charge the same to tho

U. States.'

[M'' James McHenry's Motion respecting Invalids.]

That it be recommended to the several states to make provision

in the maimer following for such of their citizens as served in their

rcapcctivo. lines in the Army of the U. S. in the Navy of the U. S. or

in the mihtia in the service of the U. S. and have been disabled by
wounds or otherwise so as to be have been rendered incapable of

military service or of obtaining a livelihood.

That all invalids of the aforesaid description and capable of

garrison duty may be formed into corps by the State of which they

are citizens, and employed by said State in securing the pohce of

' This report, in the writing of John Beatty, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 195. The indorsement states that it was delivered

and read tliis day. Eckert's memorial is in No. 41, III, folio 125. The letter of

the Superintendent of Finance is in No. 137, III, folio 495.

' This report, in the writing of David HoweU, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 517.
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its towns or cities, in guarding military stores or prisons or in-tlio

repair of tlic public roada.

That no officer, soldier or seamen be considered as an invalid or

entitled to pay unless he can produce a certificate or document from

the commanding officer or the ourgcon of the regiment company or

corps or Surgeon of the regiment or corps in which he served, or

from a physician or surgeon of a military hospital or other good and

sufficient Testunony setting forth his diachargo or inability and that

he was thus disable whUe in the pubhc service.

That each State institute a mode of ascertaining whether the

person producing a document or certificate setting forth that he is

an Invahd be such in fact and if such really one, and if one to what

pay entitled: and thereupon the persons appointed to make such

enquiry shall make out for him or them a certificate shall give a

Certificate to the InvaUd and transmit a counterpart of same to the

Person who shall to the person or pcraono te be appointed by the State

to receive and record the same; and when it appears by aaid inqui

oition that a certificate haa been obtained by any invalid and loot,

that in thia caoc the oaid peroona arc authorized to make out a cor

tifieatc and to oign the aamo.

That where invaUds shall be formed into corps there be quarterly

returns (comprehending age, wound or disability, regiment, corps or

ship to which they belonged) made out and signed by their command-

ing officer, and transmitted as aforesaid, that their pay may be

ordered agreeably to said return.

That all invahds as well those formed into corps as those who are

not, shall annually apply themselves to a magistrate of the county

where they reside or are stationed, and make the following affadavit,

viz.

Came before me one of the justices for the Coimty of

and made oath that he was examined by appointed by the

state or commonwealth for that purpose—obtained a certificate—or

had his certificate examined and countersigned—setting forth that

he had served in received a wound in or was

disabled by, and that he:now lives in the county

of

That the affadavit drawn according to the above form, and dated

and attested by a magistrate be sent by said magistrate to the person

or persons appointed by the State to received and record the same

;

and that counterparts of said affadavits be preserved by the invaUds
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to be exhibited to such persons as shall be appointed by the State

to pay them.

That a general return of the number of invalids organized into

corps or otherwise, comprehending age, wound regiment &c. be
made out within one year after the State shall pass a law for the

aforesaid purposes and be transmitted to the superiutendant of

finance, or other person appointed by Congress to receive the same.
That in no caac whatever oliall any State allow to its invalids a

extreme inability.

[That no Officer who has accepted his Commutation for half Pay
shall be permitted to come on the List of Invalids unless he shall

first return his Commutation.
That no private soldier or non commissioned officer shall in any

Case be allowed more than five Doll'? p? month no shall any commis-
sioned Officer be allowed more than the half Pfty of his former whole
Pay.]

That each State shall have credit in its yearly payments to the

U. S. for such sum or sums as may be yearly advanced.*

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-
chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey,

Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and
South Carolina.

Congress resumed the consideration of the report on the

plan of a temporary government of the Western territory.

And on the following clause, "That the settlers on any
territory so purchased and offered for sale shall, either on

' This motion, in the writing of James McHenry, except the paragraph in

braclcets, which is in the writing of Hugh Williamson, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 22, folio 245. The indorsement states that it was
referred on this day to Mr. [James] McHenry, Mr. [Samuel] Dick and Mr.
[Hugh] Williamson. See post, June 7, 1785.

On this day, as the indorsement indicates, was read a letter of April 16, 1784

from Thomas Hutchins. It is in No. 60, folio 173.

Also, a letter of April 13 from the Superintendent of Finance, which was
referred to Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr. [Jacob] Read and Mr. [John Francis]

Mercer. It is in No. 137, III, folio 507. Committee Book, No. 186, says the

committee reported May 5,
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their own petition or on the order of Congress, receive

authority from them with appointment of time and place,

for their free males of full age within the limits of their state,

to meet together for the purpose of estabhshing a temporary-

government, to adopt the constitution and laws of any one

of the original states."

A motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by

Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, to strike out the first part of the

said clause as far as to the words "full age," inclusive, and

in lieu thereof to insert.

That on the petition of the settlers on any territory so

purchased of the Indians, or otherwise obtained and sold to

individuals, or on the order of Congress, authority may be

given by Congress with appointment of time and place, for

all free males of full age, being citizens of the United States,

and owning lands or residing.

And on the question to agree to this amendment, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. Gerry [John] Montgomery,

ay

ay

ay

div.

ay

New HampsJiire,
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So the question was lost.

A motion was then made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded

by Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, to amend the report by inserting

immediately after the fourth principle or condition, " that the

respective governments shall be repubhcan," the following:

That the lands and improvements thereon of non-resident

proprietors shall, in no case, be taxed higher than those of

residents within any new State, before the admission thereof

to a vote by its delegates in Congress.

A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by
Mr. [John] Montgomery, to amend the amendment by
striking out the words, "and improvements thereon:" And
on the question shall those words stand the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. [David] Howell,

^ay

r^J

ay

ay

div.

So the question was lost, and the words were struck out.

A motion was then made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded

by Mr. [WiUiam] Ellery, to amend the amendment further,

98814°—27—VOL 26 17

New Hampshire,
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by striking out the words, "before the admission thereof to

a vote by its delegates in Congress:" And on the question,

shall those words stand the yeas and nays being required

by Mr. [George] Partridge,

New Hampshire,
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Pennsylvania,
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grown old, much broken and weakened by near three years imprison-

ment, and not daring to cross the water again he had produced his

several accounts and vouchers, together with the paper emission to

D^ Franklin, for liquidation and payment. Your Committee there-

fore submit the following resolutions.

Resolved, That the U. S. are bound in honour and in justice to

indemnify M? Du Calvet for the amount of the goods and merchan-

dize by him furnished the American army, by order of our generals

to their commanding officers while in Canada and that D? Franklin

be requested to forward to the Comptroller of the U. S. for hquidation,

the several papers and vouchers in support of said account, first

causing duplicates of them to be taken, which being attested by
himself and dehvered M? Du Calvet deemed by the U. S. as valid

as the originals might or could have been, in case the latter should by

accident or otherways be lost, and the Comptroller is hereby directed

upon receipt of said papers to cause the account to be speedily

adjusted and certificates to be issued bearing an interest of 6 per

cent, from the time of their becoming duo M? Calvets right to demand
payment accrued for the payment of the amount which shaU appear

to be due him at such early and convenient times as the Finances of

the U. S. will admit.

Resolved, That as the depreciation of the paper currency arose from

the exigency of the war and not from any act of Congress, and inas-

much as it has been equally injurious, to our own citizens, as to

foreigners, and no compensation having been made to the former,

for the losses they have sustained thereby, M. Du. Calvet be informed,

the U. S. cannot with justice, discriminate between him and any
other class or description of men, but that the same measure of

depreciation, will be extended to him as to the citizens of these

States.^

The Committee of the week [Mr. Thomas Stone, Mr. John Francis

Mercer and Mr. James Wadsworth] report That the petition of

Thomas Sudle of Somerset County in the State of Maryland, setting

forth that he was plundered of Continental Certificates to the amount
of two thousand, three hundred dollars among other property by the

' This report, in the WTiting of John Beatty, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, II, folio 121. The indorsement states that it was read this day,

and "September 6, 1785, the report filed and the papers to which it refers com-
mitted to the Treasury."



262 Journals of Congress

crew of an English barge, and praying that they be renewed or some
other relief afforded, be committed.

That the pet? of Nathaniel Greenwood praying that an order

may issue for payment of his wages while he was a prisoner and

while he served under Capt Allen be referred to a Committee.'

The Committee of the week [Mr. Edward Hand, Mr. Thomas
Stone, and Mr. Ephraim Paine] to whom this memorial [of De
Marcellin and Le Roy] was referred report that it be read in

Congress.^

[Motion of M^ David Howell, Referred to M'- David Howell, Mr
Roger Sherman, M? Samuel Hardy.]

Resolved, That the Commissioner for settling the accounts of the

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations with the U. S. be

directed to adjust and finally settle the accounts of Colonel Josiah

Flagg late Commissary, and of which [sic] Flagg Junior late Conductor

of Military and Ordnance stores in said state.'

THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-

cliusetts, Rliode Island, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Pensylvania, Virginia, North Carolina and South

Carolina; and from the State of Maryland, Mr. [Thomas]

Stone.

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr.

[William] EUery and Mr. [George] Partridge, to whom was

referred a letter of 17, from Baron Steuben, relative to

Lieutenant-Colonel Ternant, report, that upon a perusal

' This report, in the writing of Thomas Stone, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, folio 557. It is undated but doubtless belongs to this period.

2 This report, in the writing of Thomas Stone, Is in the Papers of the Conti

nerUal Congress, No. 41, VI, folio 330. It is undated, but must have been pre-

sented on this or an approximate date. The memorial is on folio 327, is dated

April 14, was read in Congress May 15 and referred to Mr. [Edward] Hand,

Mr. [Thomas] Stone and Mr. [Ephraim] Paine. See post, May 15.

' This report, in the writing of David Howell, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 345.
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of the said letter, the report of the Secretary at War of

May last, and other papers relative to the rank and services

of Lieutenant-Colonel Ternant, they are of opinion that the

various and important offices intrusted to him, have been

executed in a mamier honorable to himseK, and highly

beneficial to the United States, and that he was justly

intitled to the commission of a Heutenant colonel comman-

dant upon the promotion of General Armand; Whereupon,

Resolved, That the commission of colonel in the legionary

corps, to which he was attached, be granted to Lieutenant-

Colonel Ternant, to bear date from the promotion of General

Armand.

Resolved, That as the command of the legion did not

devolve on Colonel Ternant upon the promotion of General

Armand, he be not entitled to any other pay or commutation

than that to which he was intitled as heutenant colonel in

the said corps.

^

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the

grand committee, appointed to prepare and report to Con-

gress, the arrears of interest, &c. when a motion was made
by Mr. [Edward] Hand, seconded by Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson,

to amend by inserting "commutation to the army agreeable

to the act of 22 March, 1783, 5,000,000, interest thereon,

300,000," immediately before "total:" And on the question

to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays being required

by Mr. [Edward] Hand,

' This report, in the writing of George Partridge, is in the Papers of the Conli-

nental Congress, No. 19, V, folio 531. Steuben's letter is in No. 164, folio 258.

This resolution was also entered in the manuscript Secret (Domestic) Journal.
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New HampsMre,
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>-no

North Carolina,

Mr. Williamson,

Spaight,

South Carolina,

Mr. Read,

Maryland,

Mr. Stone, no ,

Virginia, ^

Mr. Jefferson, no

Hardy, no

Mercer, no^

So the question was lost, and that part of the report was

struck out.

Ordered, That the farther consideration of the report be

postponed till to-morrow.

On the report of Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, Mr. [Arthur] Lee

and Mr. [Wilham] Ellery,

The Committee consisting of M"' [Samuel] Osgood, M"' [Arthur]

Lee and M"' [William] EUery to whom was referred the Report on

the letter of W" Williams of the 1" of November, 1783, enclosing

an Address from the House of Representatives of the State of Con-
necticut of the same date and signed by himself as Speaker,

Report, That the following letter be signed by the President of

Congress and forwarded to the Speaker aforesaid in answer to the

above Address

—

Annapolis March 1784

Sir,

Congress have received your Letter of Nov. V^- 1783 enclosing an
Address from the House of Representatives of the State of Con-

necticut setting forth that in the Statement of the public debt accom-

panying the Recommendations and Address of Congress of the 18'"

of April last, they observe a charge of five millions of

This draught rte- Dollars as due to the Officers of the Army granted

Qu^Jsurn lakcVlnd t^^^m by Congress in exchange for half Pay for hfe.

negatived That they are not satisfied that half pay for fife

or five years' full pay in lieu thereof, are warranted

by the Articles of Confederation, or that the power to make such

grant was ever delegated to Congress.

That it is considered as an unnecessary exercise if not an unwarrant-

able stretch of Power; and that they cannot reconcile it to Principles

of Justice, more especially as it respects the Officers of that State.

That the Pay of the Officers waa fixed by Coiigrcaa at a Rate fully

proportionate to that of the private Soldiers. That neither have
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been paid agreeably to the original Stipulation, which aroac from

an unavoidable Disability in the States, which Inconvcnionco haa

affected the Citiacna aa well as the Officers and Soldiers.

That seven years half Pay was granted to quiet the Uneasiness of

the ^Vrmy, notwithstanding which they soon after appear to be upon

the Point of quitting the Service. A Kcform of the Army was

Judged neeeaaary on account of the great Number of Supernumerary

Officers, and half Pay for Life was extended to thoac who should be

deranged on account of such Reform. This socma to imply an

Ineonaiatenco. That it does not -appear from the - Resolve of Con

grcsa that the half Pay for Life was designed to oupply the Deficiency

of Wages arioing from Depreciation; but they can find no other

probable Cause.

That they therefore call the attention of Congress to their Rceom
mendation to the States to settle the Accounts of their respcetivo

Line of the j.\jmy and to make-up the Deficiency of their Pay on

account of the Depreciation.

That in Compliance therewith they have actually secured to their

Officers and Soldiers the full of their Wages to the last of December,

1781; notwithotanding which Congress have proceeded to secure to

their Line of the Army their Wages - from the Ist of Auguot,-17SQ.

That the half Pay is considered as absorbed or as inuring to the

State by the Settlement above referred to.

That on account of the above Considerations it seems impracticable

to execute any measures for raising its Quota of the public Debt as

stated; tho' they are not disposed to pass a negative on the Requisition

of Congress, on the groimd of its being unsupported by the Articles of

Confederation as to the mode of Collection

That they most earnestly request the serious attention of Congress

to this important subject and that they will take measures consistent

\vith public faith and the principles of Justice to remove all causes

of Jealousy and Complaint.

From the above Observations the following Questions naturally

arise are suggested:

First. Whether The Congress that passed the Resolution of the

21st of October, 1780, were authorized and empowered to make the

grant of half Pay for Life contained therein?

Second. If they were vested with 'Power to make such a grant,

whether it was necessary and expedient?
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Third. Wlictlicr, under the Ciroumatancog -otatcd^ it io Gonaiotcnt

with the Frineiplea of Juatiec to extend the Grant to the OfRccra of

the State of Conneetieut?

With Respect to the first Question, it cannot be expected that the

present Congress should be able to define the Powers under which the

Delegates from the several states acted previously to the Conjederation.

The States themselves have not done it. They all gave general Powers

to carry on the War and to oppose the then Enemy effectually.

The Recommcndationa of Congreoa at that Time, of whatever

nature they were, required the expreaa approbation of the rcopcctivo

States to make thcm-complcatly valid. In- many other Inataneca,

there appeara to have been no exprcaa, but ouch a Kind of taci^

Aaaent aa among Nations haa always been deemed equal to an exprcaa

Ratification. Such were the Rcsolvea for Eatabliahing the monthly
Wagca and the Emoluments of the Army; and for emitting - Paper

Money.

The Resolution of Congress referred to, appears by the Yeas and
Nays to have been pass'd, according to the then established Rules

of that Body in transacting the Business of the United States. The
Resolution itself had public Notoriety, and waa not does not appear

to have been formally objected against by the legislature of any
State till after the Confederation was compleatly adopted , nor till

after the Cloao of the War .

By the 12th Article of the Confederation, all Debts contracted by
or imder the Authority of Congress, before the assembling of the

United States in Pursuance of the present Confederation, shall be

deemed and considered as a charge against the United States for the

Payment of which the Faith of the United States is solemnly pledged.

Twelve Statco ratified, aa far aa depended on them, the Confcd

oration, previously to the paaaing of the Rcaolution referred to:

But can thoac Statca plead that, upon a fair Construction, they

bound themaclvco only to pay thoac ' debta which were contracted

prcvioualy to the Date of their individual Ratification; and that

they are not bound to pay thoae which were contracted after that

Period until the Time of the final Completion of the Confederation?

Or, can it be urged by any State, that, not conaidcring the Import

ance of their particular Act of Ratification at the time they paoo' d-j-fey

they are not therefore responsible for all the Conacqucncca that

cjuuiumiuui nil y v\j luiiLfw
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Reason and Justice (aa an Obligation muot cxiot aomcwhcro) to

diaehargc the Debto contracted 'in-that intermodiatc Space of Time,

The State which laot ratified the Confederation would aeem alono

to be reaponaiblc therefor .

The Question is not whether Congress are vested by the Confed-

eration with a Power to grant half Pay for Life. This need not be

enquired into. It is, whether by the 12th Article of the Confed-

eration, they can do otherwise than to acknowledge that a debt was

created by the resolution of the 21" of Oct., 1780, Which Resolution

was agreed to by persons, having Plenipotentiary powers from their

respective States, to do whatever appeared to them necessary and

expedient for opposing the then enemy effectually.

With respect to the expediency or necessity of the measure we can

only observe, that if we were clearly empowered ao to do we have

great reason to distrust our own competency to judge in this matter,

none of the prcaent Delegatoa being Delegates present having been

in Congress at that particular time. That a proper degree of Respect

to the States, obliges us to suppose that they appointed persons

most worthy of the trust and confidence placed in them. That

tenderness to the character of those who constituted that Congress,

who acted from an immediate view of the most cogent reasons that

operated in favor of it, which we cannot now be fully impressed with,

demands liberality of sentiment in this respect.

The alteration of the mode of payment cannot be material in the

question unless it can be proved that the exchange is less favourable

to the United States than the half pay for life. The laat Mcaauro

has rendered the Reccivcra aa independent of Congrcaa aa any other

public Crcditora, who have not uaually been conaidered aa Penaionera,

nor aa Supportera of undue Influence and arbitrary Mcaourca.

We have omitted to remark on several other matters contained

in the address, and have confined ourselves to that which seems to

have been the occasion thereof—We have only to request a candid

examination of the question by the House of Representatives of the

State of Connecticut, and we cannot but flatter ourselves that the

Union will have in this as in all other federal Matters their firm

support; that they \vill always exercise that Candor and liberality

of sentiment towards the opinions of others, which la abaolutcly neo
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033ary without which it will be impossible to provide for the general

Interest of the United States.'

To remedy the evil which has arisen from the irregular settlements

the committee recommend the following resolution:

Resolved, That the pajnnaster general be, and he hereby

is directed to govern himself in settling the accounts of the

army since the year 1779, by the pajnuents made by the

respective states to their lines, so that where the pay has

been secured by any State, the same shaU not be again

secured by the United States.^

The Committee [Mr. Elbridge Gerry, Mr. Jacob Read, Mr. Hugh
WUhamson, Mr. Jeremiah Townley Chase and Mr. Thomas Jefferson]

to whom was referred sundry Letters and Papers relative to Com-
mercial matters, submit the following circular letter and Resolves

:

The trust reposed in Congress renders it their duty to be attentive

to the conduct of foreign nations, and to prevent or restrain as far

as may be, aU such proceedings as might prove injurious to the

United States.

The delicate situation of commerce at this time, claims the atten-

tion of the several States, and it will be admitted that few objects

of greater importance can present themselves to their notice. The

fortime of every Citizen is interested in the fate of commerce: for it

is the constant source of industry and wealth; and the value of our

produce and om- land must ever rise or faU in proportion to the

prosperous or adverse state of trade.

' This report, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 20, I, folio 341. According to the indorsement, and the

record in Committee Books, No. 186 and No. 191, it was deUvered March 1,

was debated March 12 and negatived April 22, the resolution by Mr. Osgood

being passed. On March 15 Mr. [Jacob] Read, seconded by Mr. [Hugh] Wil-

liamson moved to commit. Thomson's endorsement states that Mr. [James]

Wadsworth gave notice he would call for the yeas and nays, which, however,

seem to have been called for by Mr. [Thomas] Stone. The record of this vote is

on the verso of Osgood's motion and noted by Thompson "These yeas and nays

withdrawn."
2 This resolution and preamble, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the

Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 20, I, foHo 339. According to the indorse-

ment, the answer to Connecticut was negatived on this day, and this resolution

passed.
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Already has Great-Britain attempted a monopoly which is destruc-

tive of our trade with her West-India Islands. There was reason to

expect that a measure so unequal, and so Uttle calculated to pro-

mote mercantile intercourse, would not be persevered in by an en-

lightened nation : but the measure seems to be growing into a system,

and if it should be attended with success, there is too much reason

to apprehend other nations might follow the example, and the com-
merce of America become the victim of illiberal poHcy.

It would have been the duty of Congress, as it was their wish, at

an earlier period, to have met the attempts of Great-Britain with

similar and adequate restrictions on her commerce, but their powers

on this head were not explicit; and though they are not to suppose

that a free people would be jealous of men whom they chuse from

year to year to consult and guard their interest, yet it is with reluc-

tance that Congress now make a proposition which may be suspected

to have originated in a desire of power, although the measures

already adopted by the legislatures of the several States seem to

render it their duty to take the general sense of the union on this

subject.

It win certainly be admitted, that imless the United States can

act as a nation and be regarded as such by foreign powers, and unless

Congress for this piu-pose shall be vested with powers competent to

the protection of commerce, they can never coromand reciprocal

advantages in trade; and without such reciprocity, our foreign com-
merce must decline and eventually be annihilated.

That the United States may be enabled to secure such terms of

equality La their commerce with foreign nations, is the object of this

address; and it wiU appear by the papers herewith transmitted, that

however desirous some of the states may be, that further powers

should be vested in Congress for the external regulation of trade,

much time and valuable opportunities might be lost before any thing

effective could be done, considering the vague and different powers

that are proposed to be given by different States. Hence it seems

necessary that the States should be explicit, and fix on some par-

ticular mode by which foreign commerce not foimded on principles

of reciprocity, may be restrained. Imposts or duties have been the

general instruments for effecting this purpose, but Congress have

agreed to recommend another measure which is more simple, equally

effective, and may be less exceptionable : For this purpose they have
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Resolved, That it be recommended to the Legislatures of the

several States, to vest the United States in Congress assembled, for

the term of fifteen years, with power to prohibit any goods, wares

or merchandise from being imported into or exported from any of

the States except in vcaaolo belonging to and navigated by citiacna

of the United Statca, or the aubjccto of foreign powcra with whom
the United States may have trcatica of commerce entitling them to

ouch privilege in vessels belonging to or navigated by the subjects

of any power with whom these States shall not have formed Treaties

of Commerce.
Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislatures of the several

States, to vest the United States in Congress assembled, for the term

of fifteen years, with the power of prohibiting the subjects of

any foreign state, kingdom or empire authorized by Treaty from
importing into the United States, any good wares or merchandize
milcss auch aa arc which are not the produce or manufacture of

that atate, kingdom or empire , the Dominions of the Sovereign or

whose subjects they are.'

The Committee consisting of M^ [David] HoweU, Mr [Edward]

Hand and M? [WiUiam] Ellery to whom was referred a motion of

Mr [David] HoweU having considered the same find

That John Weis, late Provost Marshall to the army, did in the

spring of the year 1777 enlist himself as a Drum Major in the then

first Rhode Island Regiment commanded by Colonel Christopher

Green.

That on the first of October following he was by the orders of

Major General Putnam, appointed Provost Marshall to the army
under his command on the Hudson in which capacity he acted untU
he was appointed Provost Marshal to the Main Army on its assem-

bling at White Plains in the year 1778; and that he discharged the

duties of that office with fidelity imtil March, 1780, when he resigned,

notwithstanding, which he has received depreciation on his pay to

the first of October, 1777, only.

' A printed copy of this report, with corrections in the writing of Hugh Wil-

liamson, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, V. folio 401. The
indorsement states that it was read on this day and ordered for Monday, April

26. See ante, October 9, 1783.
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Your Committee therefore offer the following resolution:

Resolved, That it be and is hereby recommended to the State of

Khode Island and Providence Plantations to make good to John
Weis sometime Drum Major in the P- Rhode Island Regiment, and
afterwards Provost Marshall to the Aj-my from the 1?* day of

October, 1777, to the time of his resignation as Provost Marshall

and charge the same to the U. S.'

[Motion of M'' Elbridge Gerry on settling Accounts of Massachusetts

with simdry papers April 22, 1784. Referred to M"^ Hugh Wil-

liamson, M"^ Samuel Hardy, M"' Edward Hand.]

Whereas in the month of February, 1776, the accounts of the

State, then Colony of Massachusetts for money advanced to the

Union were rendered to a Committee of Congress for examination.

Ajid Whereas there is evidence that the said accounts were well

vouched, so far as was necessary to prove the purchases or expendi-

tures of the monies so advanced, and the final settlement was deferred,

that equal proof or the best that could be obtained during the con-

fusion which inevitably prevailed at and for a considerable time

after the commencement of hostilities in 1775 might be given of the

issues of such of the articles so purchased as were not vouched by the

accounts rendered.

And whereas the box containing the said accounts and vouchers

has from that period been under the care of the officers of the Treas-

ury of the U. S. and by the various movements of the office, the said

accounts and vouchers are deranged and many of them lost and it

is neither reasonable nor just that the said State should suffer any loss

by such accident

Resolved, that the Commissioner for liquidating the accounts of

Massachusetts be instructed to pass the accts. rendered as aforesaid

without a reexamination of what respects the purchases or cost of the

articles supplied and to admit as evidence of the issues the best that

can reasonably be expected considering the unavoidable confusion

that took place at and for a considerable time after the commence-

ment of the late war with G. Britain.^

This report, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 515. The indorsement states that it was read on this

day.
' This motion, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 20, I, folio 167.
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[Report on M' Halsted's petition by M' Roger Sherman, M"" John

Beatty, M"" Samuel Dick.]

The Committee consisting of to whom was referred the

petition and memorial of John Halsted, late Deputy Commy. Genl.

in Canada, have agreed to the following report.

That Congress by their Act of the 1=' of October, 1783, have

directed the Commissioner of Accounts for the Commissary's Depart-

ment, upon what principles the Accounts of M^ Halsted shall be

settled; but he not having submitted the whole of his accounts for

purchases of provisions in Canada and the amoimt of the debts he

has contracted there on behalf of the United States to the proper

officer appointed to liquidate the same; Congress cannot consistently

at this time take any measures for the payment thereof.

That so much of his petition as relates to the payment of a ballance

due on a liquidated Account be referred to the Superintendant of

Finance to take such order thereon as the circumstances of the case

may require and the state of the finances will admit.'

FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina

and South CaroUna.

On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr.

[David] Howell,

Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for electing a com-

missioner to negotiate with the Indians, in the room of

Mr. Stephen Higgenson, who has declined that office.

On motion of Mr. [Jacob] Read, seconded by Mr. [Edward]

Hand,

This report, in the writing of John Beatty, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, III, folio 15. The indorsement states that it was read on this

day and on March 24, 1785, referred to Mr. [William] Ellery, Mr. [John! Bull,

and Mr. [Samuel] Holten.
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Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for electing a com-
missioner to negotiate with the Indians, in the room of Mr.
Nathaniel Greene, who has dechned that office.

Congress resmned the consideration of the report of a

committee, on a plan for a temporary government of the

Western territory.

A motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by
Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, to amend the report by inserting

after the words "but not of voting," the following clause:

That such measures ahall bo taken by Congrcaa as may from

time to tune be necessary for and conaiatcnt with not inconsistent

with the articlc3 principles of the confederation are ahall bo reserved

for and shall be taken by Congress to preserve peace and good order

among the settlers in any of the said new States, previous to their

assuming a temporary government as aforesaid.'

"That measures not inconsistent with the principles of

the Confederation, and necessary for the preservation of

peace and good order among the settlers in any of the said

new states, until they shall assume a temporary govern-

ment as aforesaid, may, from time to time, be taken by the

United States in Congress assembled.

A motion was made by Mr. [Jacob] Read, seconded by
Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight, to postpone that amendment,
in order to take up the followmg:

That until such time as the settlers aforesaid, shall have

adopted the constitution and laws of some one of the original

states as aforesaid, for a temporary government, the said

settlers shall be ruled by magistrates to be appointed by
the United States in Congress assembled, and under such

laws and regulations as the United Sta!tes in Congress

assembled, shall direct.

' This motion, in tlie writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in tlie Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 36, IV, folio 563.
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On the question to postpone for the purpose aforesaid,

the yeas and nays being required by Mr, [Jacob] Read,

Pennsylvania,

Mr. Mifflin,

Montgomery,

New Hampshire,

Mr. Foster,

Blanchard, no

Massachusetts,

Mr. Gerry, no

Partridge, no

Rhode Island,

Mr. Ellery, no .

Connecticut,

Mr. Sherman, no

Wadsworth, no

New Yorlc,

Mr. De Witt, ay

Paine, no

New Jersey,

Mr. Beatty, no

Dick, no

no > no

no

no

div.

no

ay

Hand,
Maryland,

Mr. Stone,

Chase,

Virginia,

Mr. Jefferson,

Mercer,

Monroe,
North Carolina,

Mr. Williamson,

Spaight,

South Carolina,

Mr. Read,

Beresford,

ay

>>no

div.

div.

So the question was lost.

The amendment of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry being adopted,

the report as amended was agreed to as follows:

Resolved, That so much of the territory ceded or to be

ceded by individual states to the United States, as is already

purchased or shall be purchased of the Indian inhabitants,

and offered for sale by Congress, shall be divided into

distinct states, in the following manner, as nearly as such

cessions wiU admit; that is to say, by parallels of latitude,

so that each State shall comprehend from aoutb - to north
north to south two degrees of latitude, beginning to count

from the completion of thirty one tho forty fifth degroo

forty-five degrees north of the equator; and by meridians

of longitude, one of which shall pass through the lowest

point of the rapids of Ohio, and the other through the

western cape of the mouth of the Great Kanhaway: but the
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territory eastward of this last meridian, between the Ohio,

Lake Erie and Pensylvania, shall be one State whatsoever

may be its comprehension of latitude. That which may
lie beyond the completion of the 45th degree between the

said meridians, shall make part of the State adjoining it on

the south: and that part of the Ohio, which is between the

same meridians coinciding nearly with the parallel of 39°

shall be substituted so far in lieu of that parallel as a bound-

ary Kne.

That the settlers on any territory so purchased, and offered

for sale, shall, either on their own petition or on the order of

Congress, receive authority from them, with appointments

of time and place, for their free males of full age within the

limits of their State to meet together, for the purpose of

establishing a temporary goverrmaent, to adopt the consti-

tution and laws of any one of the original States; so that

such laws nevertheless shall be subject to alteration by their

ordinary legislature; and to erect, subject to a hke alteration,

counties, townships, or other divisions, for the election of

members for their legislature.

That Buoh temporary government shall only continue

in force in any State until it ahall have acquired twenty

thouaand free inhabitantg when [That when any such State

shall have acquired twenty thousand free inhabitants, on] giv-

ing due proof thereof to Congress, they shall receive from them

authority with appointments of time and place, to call a

convention of representatives to estabHsh a permanent con-

stitution and government for themselves. Provided that

both the temporary and permanent governments be estab-

lished on these principles as their basis:

First. That they shall for ever remain a part of this con-

federacy of the United States of America.
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Second. That M-tJaetf-^fsoua, property and tcrritoyy

they shall be subj ect to the goYornmcnt of the United States

in CongroDO apoombled and to the Articles of Confederation

in all those cases in which the original states shall be so sub-

ject, [and to all the acts and ordinances of the United States

in Congress assembled, conformable thereto.

Third. That they in no case shall interfere with the primary

disposal of the soil by the United states in Congress assem-

bled, nor with the ordinances and regulations which Congress

may find necessary, for securing the title in such soil to the

bona fide purchasers.]

Fourth. That they shall be subject to pay a part of the fed-

eral debts contracted or to be contracted, to be apportioned

on them by Congress, according to the same common rule

and measure by which apportionments thereof shall be made

on the other states.

Fifth. That no tax shall be imposed on lands, the property

of the United States.

Sixth. That their respective governments shall be ia-ropub-

lican forma, and Hhall admit no pe^aon to be a citiiaon

who holdo any hereditary title. That after the year 1800

than in punishment of crimcB, whereof the party ohall

have been GonYioted to have- been personally guilty-

republican.

[Seventh. That the lands of non-resident proprietors shall,

in no case, be taxed higher than those of residents within

any new State, before the admission thereof to a vote by its

delegates in Congress.]

That whensoever any of the said states shall have, of free

inhabitants, as many as shall then be in any one the least

numerous of the thirteen Original states, such State shall
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be admitted by its delegates into the Congress of the United

States, on an equal footing with the said original states;

provided nine atatca agree to-such admission, acoording

to tho reservation of the clovonth of the Articles of Con-

federation.' the consent of so many states in Congress is first

obtained as may at the time be competent to such admission.

And in order to adapt the said Articles of Confederation to

the state of Congress when its numbers shall be thus in-

creased, it shall be proposed to the legislatures of the states,

originally parties thereto, to require the assent of two-thirds

of the United States in Congress assembled, in all those cases

wherein, by the said articles, the assent of nine states is now
required, which being agreed to by them, shall be binding

on the new states. Until such admission by their delegates

into Congress, any of the said states, after the establishment

of their temporary government, shall have authority to

keep a member in Congress, wdth a right of debating but

not of voting.

[That measures not inconsistent with the principles of the

Confederation, and necessary for the preservation of peace

and good order among the settlers in any of the said new
states, until they shall assume a temporary government as

aforesaid, may, from time to time, be taken by the United

States in Congress assembled.]

That the preceding articles shall be formed into a charter

of compact; shall be duly executed by the President of the

United States in Congress assembled, under his hand, and

the seal of the United States ; shall be promulgated ; and shall

stand as fundamental constitutions between the thirteen orig-

inal states, and each of the several states now newly described,

unalterable [from and after the sale of any part of the terri-

tory of such State, pursuant to this resolve] but by the joint

consent of the United States in Congress assembled, and of



April, 1784

the particular State within which such alteration is

to be made.^

On the question to agree to the foregoing, the

nays being required by Mr. [Richard] Beresford,

Pennsylvania,

Mr. Mifflin,

Montgomery,
Hand,

Maryland,

Mr. Stone,

Chase,

Virginia,

Mr. Jefferson,

Mercer,

Monroe,

North Carolina,

Mr. Williamson

Spaight,

South Carolina,

Mr. Read,

Beresford,

So it was resolved in the affirmative.

New Hampshire,
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SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present as yesterday.

A motion was made by Mr. [Edward] Hand, seconded by
Mr. [John] Montgomery, in the words following:

" Whereas Congress have by their resolution of the 23 day
of January last, on the petition of Zebulon Butler and others,

directed the institution of a court to determine the private

right of soil within the territory westward of the Delaware,

formerly in dispute between the states of Connecticut and
Pensylvania, agreeably to the ninth of the Articles of Con-
federation, and have assigned the fourth Monday in June
next, for the appearance of the parties by their lawful agents,

before Congress, or a committee of the states, to proceed in

the premises as by the Confederation is directed. And
whereas the general assembly of the State of Pensylvania

have, by their resolutions of the 14th day of February last,

instructed their delegates in Congress as follows:

In General Assembly, Saturday, February I4, 1784, ^- ^^•

Resolved, 1. That the delegates of this State be instructed to apply

immediately to Congress for an explanation of their act of the 23 day
of last month, it appearing to be imcertain whether the fourth Mon-
day in June next is fixed for the purpose of appointing commis-
sioners or judges to constitute a court for hearing and determining

the matter in question, or for the purpose of deciding how far the

same is, by the ninth Article of Confederation, submitted to the

determination of such a court.

2. That if Congress by their said act meant the appointment of

conmiissioners or judges next Jime, then the said delegates move for

a re-consideration of the said act, and represent to Congress, that

the agents for the State of Connecticut did, upon the late trial at

Trenton, suggest to the coiu-t there, that the tenants in possession of

the lands in controversy, and particularly the companies of Delaware

and Susquehanna, were improving and holding large tracts of land

under title from the State of Connecticut; and that by the said

Article of Confederation, a court is to be established for the trial of

the private right of soil only where it is claimed, under different grants
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of two or more states, so that Zebulon Butler and the other claimants

cannot be entitled to such a court, unless they come within the

description aforesaid, which it is apprehended they do not. That if

Congress should consent to establish courts at the instance of persons,

not first proving themselves to be included in the description afore-

said, the citizens of tliis State may be harassed by a multitude of

pretended claims at the suit of adventurers or invaders of the State,

and in the present instance at the suit of persons who have settled

in defiance of the resolution of Congress of the 23 day of Decem-
ber, 1775.

3. That if Congress shall resolve that the matter in question is, by
the said Article of the Confederation, submitted to the determination

of such a coiu-t, then the said delegates insist that Zebulon Butler,

and the other claimants, be required, immediately, to exhibit to

Congress schedules particularizing their claims.

Resolved, That it was the intention of Congress, by their act of

the 23 day of January last, that commissioners or judges should be

appointed on the fom-th Monday in June next, agreeably to the

ninth of the Articles of Confederation, to determine the private

right of soil within the territory westward of the Delaware, formerly

in controversy between the States of Connecticut and Pensylvania,

and lately determined to be within the jurisdiction of the State of

Pensylvania.

Nevertheless, as the petitioners aforesaid have not shewn to

Congress that their claims to the private right of soU, within the

territory aforesaid, originate from grants obtained from the State of

Connecticut, which alone can entitle them to a court agreeably to

the 9'? of the Articles of Confederation,

Resolved, That the resolution of the 23 day of January last, direct-

ing the institution of a court for determining the private right of

soil within the territory westward of the Delaware, formerly in con-

troversy between the states of Connecticut and Pensylvania, and
appointing the fourth Monday in June next, for the appearance of

the parties, by their lawfid agents, before Congress, or a committee
of the states, be, and it is hereby suspended, untU Zebulon Butler,

and the other petitioners, claimants as aforesaid, exhibit to Congress,

or a committee of the states, schedules, particularizing their claims.

Resolved, That the parties, claimants as aforesaid, be informed,

that their appearance, by their agents, before Congress, or a com-
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mittee of the states, as specified by the resolution of Congress of

the 23 day of January last, will not be necessary, until the fiu-ther

determinations of Congress, or a committee of the states, in the

premises, be made known to them.'

A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by-

Mr. [John] Montgomery, that the foregoing motion be com-

mitted; and on the question for commitment, the yeas and

nays being required by Mr. [Edward] Hand,

New Hampshire

,

Mr. Foster,

Blanchard,

Massachusetts,

Mr. Gerry,

Partridge,"

Rhode Island,

ay

ay

Mr. Ellery,

Howell,

Connecticut,

Mr. Sherman,

Wadsworth,

New YorTc,

Mr. De Witt,

Paine,

New Jersey,

Mr. Beatty,

Dick,

no

ay

Pennsylvania,

Mr. Mifflin,

Montgomery,
Hand,

Maryland,

Mr. Stone,

Chase,

Virginia,

Mr. Jefferson,

Hardy,

Mercer,

Monroe,

North Carolina,

Mr. Williamson,

Spaight,

South Carolina,

Mr. Read,

Beresford,

^ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

So it was resolved to commit it.^

According to the order of the day, Congress proceeded to

the election of two commissioners to negotiate with the

Indians, in the room of Mr. S. Higgenson and Mr. N. Greene,

who have decHned that office; and, the ballots bemg taken,

Mr. Benjamin Lincoln and Mr. Arthur Lee were elected.

• This motion, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 347.

' This motion and vote are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 36,

II, folio 354. The indorsement shows that Mr. Hand's motion was referred to

Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr. [William] EUery and Mr. [Hugh] Williamson.
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[Representation of the Delegates for New York resp'g the New
Hampshire Grants]

To the United States of America in Congress Assembled:

The under written Delegates for the State of New York have the

honor in obedience to an express instruction from the Legislature of the

said State to represent that in compliance mth an Act of Congress

bearing date the twenty fourth day of Sept., 1779 (in which Act of

Congress it is among other things declared that disputes at present

subsist between the States of Massachusetts Bay, New Hampshire,

and New York on the one part and the people of the District called

the New Hampshire Grants on the other, which people deny the

Jurisdiction of each of the said States over the said District and each

of the said States claim the said District against each other as well

as against the said people as appertaining in whole or in part to them
respectively.

Resolved, unanimously, That it be and hereby is earnestly recom-

mended to the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay and
New York forthwith to pass laws expressly authorising Congress to

hear and determine all differences between them relative to their

respective Boundaries in the Mode prescribed by the Articles of

Confederation, so that Congress may proceed thereon by the first

day of February next at farthest; and further, that the said States

of Massachusetts Bay, New Hampshire and New York do, by express

laws for that purpose, refer to the decision of Congress all differences

or disputes relative to Jurisdiction which they may respectively

have with the people of the district aforesaid, so that Congress may
proceed thereon on the said first day of February next, and also to

authorise Congress to hear and determine all disputes subsisting

between the Grantees of the several States aforesaid with each other

or with either of the said States respecting Title to lands lying in the

said District, to be heard and determined in the mode prescribed for

such cases by the Articles of Confederation aforesaid; and further to

provide that no advantage be taken of the nonperformance of the

Conditions of any of the Grants of the said land, but that further

reasonable time be allowed for fulfilling such conditions.

Resolved unanimously, That Congress -will and do hereby pledge

their faith to carry into Execution, and support their Decisions and

determinations in the premises, in favour of whichsoever of the

parties the same may be to the end that permanent concord and har-
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mony may be established between them, and all cause of mieasiness

be removed; and that Congress will on the said first day of February

next proceed without delay to hear and examine into the disputes and

differences relative to Jurisdiction aforesaid, between the said three

States respectively, or such of them as shall pass the laws before

mentioned, on the one part, and the people of the District aforesaid,

who claim to be a seperate Jurisdiction on the other, and after a fuU

and fair hearing will decide and determine the same according to

equity.) The Legislature of the State of New York did on the

twenty first day of October, 1779, pass a law entitled "An Act to

empower the Congress of the United States of America to determine

^1 all controversies relative to certain lands in the Counties of Cum-

j^ berland, Gloucester, Charlotte, and Albany, commonly called the

11 " New Hampshire Grants" by which said act or law the State of New
York did fully comply with the recommendation contained in the

aforesaid (in part recited) Act of Congress as by comparing the s? Act

or law of the State of New York with the said Act of Congress will

appear.

That on the nineteenth day of September, 1780, aU the parties con-

cerned in the said Controversy (Massachusetts Bay excepted) being

present. Congress did attend to the hearing of the said Controversy,

but have not to this day decided the same.

The underwritten further represent that the Inhabitants of the

said District have paid no regard to the Act of Congress which

inhibited the people of the said District who deny the Jurisdiction

of all the aforenamed States from granting lands or exercising any

Authority over those who profess themselves to be Citizens of, or to

owe Allegiance to, any or either of the said States but in violation and

Contempt thereof have granted lands and exercised Authority over

those in the said District who profess to owe and yield Allegiance to

the Authority of the State of New York, to the utter ruin of many of

the Citizens thereof.

That the Inhabitants of the said District have shewn the utmost

contempt of the Act of Congress of the fifth day of December, 1782,

by refusing to restore the Estates which they had confiscated belong-

ing to persons who refused to yield obedience to the laws of (the

Assumed State of) Vermont, although the said persons professed to

owe and yield Allegiance to the State of New York and who were

guilty of no other offence.
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The Inhabitants of the said District have likewise refused to set

at liberty those who were in confinement for like causes as aforesaid,

unless upon large bonds for their good behaviour, and have actually

taken up and confined in close Jail, divers of the Citizens of the State

of New York who had been banished by the authority of the assumed

State of Vermont aforesaid, and for the offence afs? and who returned

to their habitations in the District aforesaid imder the sanction of the

last mentioned act of Congress.

That the Inhabitants of the said District under the name and stile

of the State of Vermont have in and during the course of the winter

now last past actually raised Troops and levyed war upon and against

the Citizens of the State of New York in Cumberland County, in the

District aforesaid, where numbers were wounded, made prisoners of

and inhumanly loaded with Irons and Confined in close JaU, while

others were driven from their habitations and obliged to fly into the

Neighbouring States and for no other cause than the offence aforesaid.

The imderwritten further represent that the pretended Government
of Vermont, hath lately extended its claim and granted lands far

to the westward of any of the most westerly Grants ever made by the

Government of the late Colony of New Hampshire, and have actually

seized the lands so granted, although the same have long since

passed to the Citizens of the State of New York, under the Great Seal

of the late Colony of New York.

The imderwritten further represent that the Legislature of the

State of New York, to prevent the evils of civil discord, have besides a

chearful compliance with the recommendation of Congress to submit

the said Controversy to their final determination, made many liberal

cessions in favour of those claimants, particularly a certain Act entitled

"An Act for quieting the minds of the Inhabitants in the North

Eastern Parts of this State," passed the fourteenth day of April, 1782,

by which said Act the lands granted by New Hampshire and the pre-

tended State of Vermont were Confirmed to the claimants, and even

occupants without right, were liberally provided for, and there was

no exception or reserve, but in favor of the oldest patents in question.

The underwritten further represent that they are expressly

instructed in the most urgent and pointed manner to press Congress

for a decision of this long protracted Controversy, not on Considera-

tion of public expediency, but consistently with the Assurances of

Congress according to equity.
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That the State of New York complains of the most grievous injus-

tice done them by Congress by delaying the said Decision, especially

after a submission in compliance with the imanimous recommenda-

tions of Congress, in full confidence that Congress would have kept

their faith inviolate, and which in the most solemn manner they had

pledged.

That great danger and distress will arise from the further procras-

tination of the said Decesion, as the leaders of the said District have

raised Troops and do now employ them to reduce other Inhabi-

tants, resident in the said District and acknowledging themselves

Citizens of and to one allegiance to the State of New York, to sub-

mit to the said assumed Government of Vermont, and many of the

Inhabitants of the said District, for professing to owe AUegiance to

the State of New York, are now in the most grievous state of distress

under close confinement, calling upon the State of New York for

protection and redress, and that when every State ought to be in

the full enjoyment of the blessing of peace imder the protection of

the federal Union, the State of New York alone, is on the point of

experiencing the calamities of an internal war; but that if she must

recur to force for the preservation of her lawful Authority the impar-

tial world will pronoimce that none of the blood shed or disorder

which may ensue, can be imputed to the Legislature thereof, who

appeal to the Journals of Congress for the rectitude, moderation and

hberality of the measures they have invariably pursued to produce

an amicable determiuation of the Controversy.

That in order to afford another instance of the Upright intentions of

the Government of the State of New York, Congress be entreated to

Guarantee the Concessions made on her part by the said Act of the

fourteenth day of April, 17S2.

The Underwritten further represent that the Legislature of the

State of New York conceive themselves to be urgently pressed by

the great duty of self-preservation to prepare without loss of time

for the Worst events, and however sincerely they are disposed to

maintain the Union and to manifest an Inviolable respect for Con-

gress, yet if the decision which has so long in vain been solicited,

should not be pronounced within two Months next after nine States

shall be represented in Congress, subsequent to a representation of

the State of New York, no further expectation can be entertained of

such decision; and the said State of New York, with whatever
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deep regret, will be compelled to consider herself as left to pursue

her own Councils destitute of the protection of the United States to

whose Judgment they have chearfully submitted and on whose

Justice they have hitherto relied.

The Underwritten do therefore by this public Act, which they pray

may be received and filed among the records of the United States,

make known the just expectations and earnest request of the Legis-

lature of the State of New York, declaring their readiness to lay

before such of the Members of Congress as may be uninformed,

satisfactory evidence of the title of the State of New York to all

that part of the Controverted District which Ues on the West Side of

Connecticut River.

Done at Annapolis, in obedience to the express instructions of the

Legislature of the State of New York, the 24*? day of April, 1784.

p ^ ™. {Delegates for the State of New
T-,

'

T. I York and Agents in the
Ephraim Paine Ir, . / j ^ i

I Controversy referred <o.

MONDAY, APRIL 26, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, eleven states as before.

A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by
Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry,

The Delegates for the State of Rhode Island and Providence

Plantations pursuant to their instructions as entered on the Journals

of the 14'? instant beg leave to renew their motion of that day
entered and amended as follows, viz. Resolved

:

That the President be, and he hereby is authorised and
directed, to adjourn Congress on the third day of June next,

' This representation, in the writing of a clerk is in the Papers of the Con-
tinental Congress, No. 40, II, folios 475-483. The indorsement states that it

was read on this day and referred to Mr. Jcffcraon, Mr. [Jacob] Read, Mr. Gorry^
Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [William] Ellery, Mr. [Samuel] Hardy, and Mr.
[George] Partridge. Committee Book, No. 186, states that the committee was
renewed May 17.

On this or an approximate date was read a letter of April 16, 1784, from George
Clinton, Governor of New York. It is in No. 67, II, folio 453.

Also, as the indorsement states, another letter of April 16, 1784, from George
Clinton, Governor of New York, which was referred to Mr. [Edward] Hand, Mr.
[Thomas] Stone and Mr. [Roger] Sherman. It is in No. 67, II, folio 461.

Also, a letter of May 12 from Colonel George Morgan. It is in No. 163, folio

365.
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to meet on the thirtieth of October next at Trenton, for the

despatch of pubhc business; and that a committee of the

states shall be appointed to sit in the recess of Congress.^

A motion was made by Mr. [James] McHenry, seconded

by Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight, to postpone the considera-

tion of the foregoing motion, in order to take into considera-

tion the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Thomas]

Jefferson, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood and Mr. [Roger] Sherman,

to whom was referred a report on the powers with which a

committee of the states should be vested during the recess of

Congress, and a motion on the same subject, which report is as

follows:

"That the committee of the states which shall be ap-

pointed, pursuant to the 9th Ai'ticle of Confederation and

perpetual Union, to sit in the recess of Congress, for transact-

ing the business of the United States, shall possess all the

powers which may be exercised by seven states in Congress

assembled; except those of sending ambassadors, ministers,

envoys, residents or consuls; establishing rules for deciding

what captures by land or water shall be legal, and in what

manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the service of

the United States, shall be divided or appropriated; estab-

Ushing courts for the receiving and determining finally

appeals in cases of capture; constituting courts for deciding

disputes and differences arising between two or more states;

fixing the standard of weights and measures for the United

States; changing the rate of postage on the papers passing

through the post-office established by Congress, and of

repealing or contravening any ordinance passed by Congress.

That nine members shall be requisite to proceed to

business.

' This report, in the writing of David Howell, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 36, II, foUo 359.
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That no question, except for adjourning from day to day,

shall be determined without the concurrence of seven votes.

That the President of Congress, if a member of the said

committee, and if not a member, or if absent at any time,

then a chairman to be chosen by themselves shall preside;

the President or chairman retaining a right to vote.

That the Secretary and other officers of Congress shall

attend on the said committee.

That they shall keep an accurate journal of their proceed-

ings, to be laid before Congress; and that in these journals

shall be entered the yeas and nays of the members, when any

one of them shall have desired it before the question be put.

II. That they bo excluded by Congroaa from the powcra

of sending ambaasadora, ministers, envoys rcsidcntg or

consuls, establishing rules for dociding what oaptincs on

land or water shall be legal and in what manner prizes

taken by land or-Baval forces in the scrvioo of tho United

fetfittCS SilOjll DC'O.lVlU.CCl'Or uppiOpi Icl'iCQ." uppOlllLill^ C0111L3

for tho trial of piracies and felonies committed on the high.

eeasi

—

establishing courts for receiving and detormining

finally appeals in cases of captm'cs

;

instituting com'ts for

deciding disputes and difFcrencos arising between two or

more states ; changing tho rate of postage on the papers

passing through tho poat offices established by Congress.

III. That the-said •committee exercise the following

powers as permitted by -the Confederations- of directing

right of soil in tho cases and according to the mode pointed

out by tho 9th Article of Confederation ; regulating tho

trade and managing all affaii's with the Indians not mem-

bers of any of tho states ; regulating the post offices fi'om

one State-fee another throughout all the United Statesi

appointing officers of the land forces in the service of tho
98814°—27—VOL 26- -19



290 Journals of Congress

officers of tho naval -forces
;

-oomnii33ioningall -officer3-what-

evcr in the service of the United Statesi- making rules

for-the government and regulation of the said land and

naval forces -not inconsistent with tlie- articles of war
established hy Congrcssi- directing the operations of the

1 j- /-\i'* t~i r\ rt I

fing vessels previously agreed by Congress to be built,

nfnfnn Tm* fHr^iT* minffii A"! Tnoii-finn TYir>'nr'\7' ^^\T'AT^AT^".^^\^t^ofl .r^n

them by Congreoa.

them by the Confederation, viz -i of convoking Congress

at an earlier day than that to which they shall stand

MLl lULUll'Ju. J 11 tit" ijuuiiu U-^igui-r"iv"r3 niiciTi 111 uiivii xjTyiiiTXjtx

require iti- superintending all offices appertaining to the

United States ; supplying all vacancies by new appoint-

ments to continue in force onlj^ until Congress shall make
final appointments ; dhecting and controuling the appli

cation of money in the detail according to the general

appropriation previously made- by Congress ; and cxo-

of Congressv

V. That no question-except for adjom'ning from da3^4e
day shall be determined in the said committee without

the concurrence

On the question to postpone for the purpose above men-

tioned, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [James]

McHenry,
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Rhode Island,
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And on the question to postpone for the purpose above

mentioned, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [James]

McHenry,

New HampsMre,
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resolution for two federal towns should not be carried into

effect.

And whereas it appears to be the sense of a majority of the

states in Congress assembled, by a motion from the state of

Connecticut, forbidding the committee appointed to view the

ground at or near Georgetown, to proceed in that business,

until the further order of Congress, and by a motion for

allowing the states of Maryland and Virginia, to advance

pounds for the purpose of erecting public buildings,

at or near Georgetown, and for giving them credit for the

same in the requisition for year, which last being

negatived, amounts to a virtual repeal of the aforesaid act;

and as it will be expedient to fix on a situation the most central

to all parts of the union, for holding the sessions of Congress,

Resolved, That Congress hold their sessions in Annapolis,

in the State of Maryland, until they decide on some place for

their permanent residence, and the necessary public buildings

be erected for their accommodation.

^

On this motion, the previous question was moved by the

State of Connecticut, seconded by the State of Rhode

Island; and on the question to agree to the previous ques-

tion, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Samuel]

Hardy,

ay

ay

ay

' This motion, in the %\Titing of Samuel Hardy, is in the Papers of the Coti-

tinenlal Congress, No. 36, II, folio 357. The word lined out appears so in the

report and not in the Journal.

New Hampshire,
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Pennsylvania,

Mr. Mifflin,

Montgomery,

Hand,

Maryland,

Mr. McHenry,
Stone,

Chase.

•ay

no

Virginia,

Mr. Jefiferson,

Hardy,

Mercer,

Monroe,

North Carolina,

Mr. Williamson,

Spaight,

South Carolina,

Mr. Read,

Beresford,

div.

• div.

div.

So it was resolved in the affirmative, and the motion was

On the question to agree to the original motion, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. [Thomas] Stone,

Pennsylvania,

Mr. Mifflin, a;

Montgomery, a

New Hampshire,

Mr. Foster,

Blanchard,

Massachusetts,

Mr. Gerry,

Partridge,

Rhode Island,

Mr. Ellery,

Howell,

Connecticut,

Mr. Sherman,

Wadsworth,

New Yorlc,

Mr. De Witt,

Paine,

New Jersey,

Mr. Beatty,

Dick,

Hand,

Maryland,

Mr. McHenry,
Stone,

Chase,

Virginia,

Mr. Jefferson,

Hardy,

Mercer,

Monroe,

North Carolina,

Mr. Wilhamson,

Spaight,

South Carolina,

Mr. Read,
Beresford,

>no

no

•no

So it was Resolved, That the President be, and he hereby

is authorised and directed to adjourn Congress on the third

day of June next, to meet on the thirtieth day of October

next at Trenton, for the despatch of pubhc busmess, and
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that a committee of the states shall be appointed to sit

in the recess of Congress.

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the

grand committee, appointed to report to Congress the

arrears of interest, &c. and the following clause being under

debate, "they wish earnestly and warmly to encourage the

abler states to go as far beyond this proportion as their

happier situation will admit, under an assurance that their

further contributions will be appHed to the discharge of the

pubUc debt, giving preference according to the preceding

statement, and wUl be placed to their credit in the next

requisitions with interest thereon from the time of payment."

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] Stone, seconded by
Mr. [James] McHenry, to strike out the word "thereon,"

and in lieu thereof to insert "on the specie payments":

And on the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. [James] McHenry,

New Hampshire,
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The Committee [Mr. David Howell, Mr. Roger Sherman and

Mr. Samuel Hardy] to whom was referred a motion made by M'-

[David] Howell report the following Resolution,

That the Commissioner for settling the accounts of the State of

Rhode Island and Providence Plantations with the United States be

directed to hquidate and settle the accounts of Col. Josiah Flagg late

Commissary and of Josiah Flagg jun^ late Conductor of military

stores in said state.'

TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, eleven states as before.

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the

grand committee, appointed to report to Congress the

arrears of interest, &c.

A motion was made by Mr. [John Francis] Mercer, seconded

by Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight, to postpone the considera-

tion of the report, in order to talie up the following:

Resolved, That there will be wanting for the services of the

year 1784, from the first to the last day thereof inclusive,

the following sums expressed in dollars.

The civil department 107,525.33

Mihtary department 200,000

Marine department 30,000

Purchases of Indian right of soil, and in-

cidental expences 60, 000

Contingencies 60, 000
457, 525. 33

Debts contracted and still unpaid for 1782 and 1783 . 1, 000, 000

Interest on the national debt asfoUows:

On Spanish loan 9, 000

Farmers general of France 8, 467

French loan 296, 074

Dutch loan 35,000
348, 541

1 This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 19, II, folio 289. The indorsement states that it was

read this day, and that: "the papers of J. Flagg &c. which were delivered into

the oflBce by Mr. Howell were withdawn by him June 4th 1784."
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Domestic debt.

Loan-office debt 787, 851

Liquidated debt 34,609

Army debt 358,424
1,180,884

Total 2,986,952.33

It must be here observed, that Congress by their resolu-

tions of the 18 of AprU, 1783, had recommended to the

several states the raising an annual revenue for the purpose

of discharging the principal and interest of the national debt,

by the establishment of certain imposts, and providing such

supplementary funds, for a given term of years, as they may
judge convenient; but as those recommendations are stUl

under suspense with several of the legislatures, some of

them having as yet only acceded to the impost, and others

decided neither on the impost nor supplementary fimds,

however desirable a full comphance therewith is for the

preservation of our faith and estabUshment of a national

credit, yet as time has already elapsed and more must

elapse, before their final confirmation can be hoped; as after

it shall be attained, time will also be requisite to advance

the plan to the term of actual collection, good faith requires

that in the mean time other measures should be resorted to,

for the purpose of discharging the growing interest. It is

considered by Congress, that a demand upon the states for

the whole arrearages of interest due on the foreign and

domestic debt, at the critical moment when they are just

emerging from the complicated distresses of a ruinous

internal war, would only be attended with a failure of

comphance on the part of the states; a consequence that

could not but be destructive of pubhc credit. During the

continuance of the war, a non-compliance with the requisi-

tions of Congress was attributed to the ravages of the

enemy, the loss of commerce, and the employment of our
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citizens in defending instead of cultivating the soil, but if

on the conclusion of peace, the same remissness on the part

of the states be continued, no other cause can be assigned

but a defect in the powers of government, or an inability

or disinclination in the citizens of America, to do justice to

their public creditors; conclusions equally ruinous and dis-

honourable. To avoid which, it is indispensably necessary

that Congress conform their requisitions to the abihties of

their constituents to pay. If this can be accomphshed by
calUng for the interest for one year on the principal and

interest heretofore due, and the requisition is punctually

compUed with, compleate justice wiU then be rendered to

pubhc creditors, as it is a weU known fact, that whenever

the payment of interest on a principal sum can be well

secured, such is the nature of monied operations, that the

proprietors of the evidences of such a principal sum can

always transfer them for their full value. The requisitions

of October 30, 1781, for eight millions of dollars, and of

October 16, 1782, for two milhons of dollars, have been

so partially complied with, and in such unequal proportions,

that Congress can retain no hopes of their fuU execution,

and it only remains for them now to adjust the proportions

paid by the several states, and where any State has exceeded

her equal proportion, to give such State credit in the ensuing

requisitions, and charge the deficiency that will then arise

on those states, who have failed in paying in an equal ratio.

Individual states, &c. (here take in the paragraph in the

report beginning with those words:)

But it win be necessary also to remind the states, &c. (here

also take in the paragraph in the report beginning with those

words:)

Resolved, That the above sum of 2,986,952.33 dollars, be

furnished by the respective states in the following propor-

tions, viz.
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New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecti-

cut, New York, New Jersey, Pensylvania, Delaware, Mary-
land, Virginia, North CaroUna, South CaroHna, Georgia;

according to the apportionment made in AprU, 1783.

And in order to ascertain the precise sum due to the

domestic creditors, the Superintendant of finance is hereby

directed to cause aU the loan-office certificates, and other

pubUc securities, to be revised and liquidated anew, and the

interest due thereon, to the last day of the year, 1783, to be

added to the principal sums and securities issued agreeable

thereto.

On the question to postpone for the purpose above-men-

tioned, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [John

Francis] Mercer,
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requisition of money on the states for discharging the same,

being amended to read as follows:

Resolved, That there will be wanting for arrears of interest

on the national debt, to the end of the year 1783, and for the

interest of the foreign debt and services of the present year

1784, from the first to the last day thereof inclusive, the

following simis expressed in dollars, tenths and hundredths

of dollars.

The civil department 107, 525. 33

The military department 200,000

The marine department 30, 000

Purchases of Indian rights of soil, and

the incidental expences 60, 000

Contingencies 60, 000
457,525.33

Debts contracted and still unpaid for

services of 1782 and 1783 1,000,000

Interest on the national debt, as follows:

Foreign Deht.

1782. Dec. 31. Three years' interest on

the Spanish loan of

150,000 dollars, at 5

percent 22,500

1783. Dec. 31. Spanish loan, one year.. 7,500

To the Farmers general

of France, livres, 846,-

710.5 7,840

1784. June 1. Dutch loan. 1,800,000

florins, at 5 per cent-- 35,000

Sept. 3. French loan of 24 mil-

lion livres, do 222, 000

Nov. 5. Dutch loan of 10 mil-

lion livres, guaranteed

by France, do 74, 074

Dec. 31. Spanish loan 7,500

Farmers general of

France 7,840
384, 254
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Domestic Debt.

1782. Dec. 31. Loan-office debt, 11,473,-

802.26 at 6 per cent.. 1,184,176

Liquidated debt, 701,-

404 do 21,042

Army debt, 5,635,618

do 676,272

1,881,490

Deduct the requisition

of September 4, 1782. 1,200,000
681, 490

1783. Dec. 31. Loan-office debt 749,050
Liquidated debt 42, 084

Unliquidated debt, esti-

mated at 8 mill, dol-

lars, suppose one third

now liquidated 1 60, 000

Army debt 338,136
1,289,270

Total 3, 812, 539. 33

The committee were apprised that the resolutions of

Congress of April the 18, 1783, had recommended to the

several states the raising an annual revenue, for the purpose

of discharging the principal and interest of the national debt,

by the estabUshment of certain imposts, and providing sup-

plementary funds for a given term of years, to be raised in

such a way as they might judge most convenient: but it

occurred to them, that those recommendations were still

under suspense with several of the legislatures; some of

them having as yet acceded to the impost only, and others

decided neither on the impost nor supplementary funds:

that however desirable a compliance therewith is, for the

preservation of our faith, and estabUshment of a national

credit, yet as time has already elapsed, and more must elapse

before their final confirmation can be hoped, as, after it
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shall be obtained, time will also be requisite to advance the

plan to the term of actual collection, good faith requires that

in the mean while other measures should be resorted to for

the purpose of discharging the growing interest.

In the statement of the interest due at the close of the

year 1782, the committee have supposed its amount lessened

by 1,200,000 dollars, required and apportioned by the reso-

lution of Congress of September 4 and 10, 1782, and appro-

priated to the sole purpose of paying the interest of the pubUc

debt. This requisition gave Ucense to the states, to apply

so much as should be necessary of their respective quotas of

it to the payment of interest due on certificates issued from

the loan office of their own states, and other hquidated debts

of the United States contracted therein. Hence they sup-

pose it has happened, that the actual payments of these

quotas, have been uncommunicated to the office of finance

for the United States. The committee are of opinion, that

the states should be desired to communicate to the Super-

intendant of finance, the payments they have made under

this requisition, and where they have been incomplete, to

hasten their completion, as the means stiU rehed on by Con-

gress for the discharge of that part of the interest of the

public debt. And while on this subject, they beg leave to

add, that from the representation to Congress by the Min-
ister of France, referred to this committee, they learn that

in some of the states, a discrimination has taken place

between the citizens of their own, and subjects or citizens of

other countries, which was not authorised by the said reso-

lution. They are of opinion, that such states should be

required to revise and reform their proceedings herein, and

to extend the benefits, both past and future of this provision,

equally and impartially to aU persons within its description.

Your committee then came to consider in what way it

would be best to call for the simas requisite for the services
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before stated: and they thought it their duty in the first

place to enquire, whether no surpluses might remain on former

requisitions of Congress, after the purposes were effected

to which they were originally appropriated; under an assur-

ance that it would be both the duty and sense of Congress to

apply such surpluses, in every instance, towards lessening

the next requisitions on the states. They found in fact that

such a surplus would remain on the requisition of October 30,

1781, for eight millions of dollars for the services of the

ensuing year; and that this surplus would be great from the

following circumstances: that requisition was estimated on

supposition, that the continental army would be compleated

by the states, to its full establishment; and that cloathing,

subsistance and other necessaries for such an army, must of

course be provided. The states were far short of producing

such an army. Hence the calls for money were proportion-

ally abridged. It was estimated too on the further sup-

position that we might be disappointed in the endeavours

we were then exerting to borrow money, both at home and

abroad, and of course that the whole must be suppUed by

taxes. Loans however were obtained, and the surplus in-

creased by this second cause. A third circimistance has

further enlarged it. The payments on this requisition have

been small and slow. Hence, instead of money, those who

served and supplied the United States have received cer-

tificates only that money is due to them, and these debts have

been transferred to the fund proposed to be raised by way of

impost: so that, though the debts exist, they are removed

from this to another fund. To know then the amount of

this surplus, the committee extended their enquiries to the

sums actually received under this requisition, the purposes

to which they have been applied, and the anticipations thereof

still unsatisfied. They found that 1,486,511.71 only of the

eight millions of dollars had been received at the treasury at
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the close of the year 1783; that these had been appUed to the

services of the years 1782 and 1783, and that for other

services of the same years, debts were contracted to the

amount of about one million of dollars more, which depend

for their discharge on further receipts under this requisition;

a statement of the expenditures of which smns should be

made out and forwarded to the legislatures of the several

states. Your committee then are of opinion, that a surplus

of 5,513,488.28 dollars will remain of this requisition, after

answering all the demands which actually arose against it,

which were not -answered by other means, nor transferred to

other funds; and that this surplus ought to be applied so

far as it will go, to the common purposes of the United States,

so as to prevent new requisitions on them till the old shall

have been exhausted, and to shew to those who may have

paid their whole quota of any requisition, that they will not

be called on anew till all the other states shall in Like manner
have paid up their quotas.

Your committee found also that there was a requisition of

Congress of October 16, 1782, for two millions of dollars for

the services of the year 1783, on which some small pajnnents

had been tendered, but that the Superintendant of finance

had found it better to receive and credit them as part of the

eight millions. They are accordingly comprehended in the

sum before stated to have been paid in under that head.

Having thus stated the demands existing against the states,

the committee would have performed but half their duty,

had they passed over, unnoticed, their condition to pay
them. Their abilities must be measured in weighing their

burthens. Their creditors themselves will view them just

relieved from the ravages of predatory armies, returning

from an attendance on camps, to the culture of their fields;

beginning to sow, but not yet having reaped; exhausted of

98814°—27—VOL 26 20
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necessaries and habitual comforts, and therefore needing

new suppUes out of the first proceeds of their labour. For-

bearance then, to a certain degree, will suggest itself to

them. Congress entrusted with the dispensation of justice

between the public and its creditors, will suppose both parties

desirous that their mutual situations should be considered

and accommodated. Your committee are of opinion, that

if the whole balances of the two requisitions of eight and of

two millions, should be rigorously called into payment within

the course of the present year, a compHance with such call

would produce much distress; and that a proportion short of

this should be fixed on, within the reach of the least as weU
as of the most able states. They propose therefore, that the

states be required to furnish, within the course of the present

year, such part of their deficiencies under the requisition of

eight millions, as with their payments to the close of the last

year, will make up one half of their original quota thereof.

And that these payments be appropriated in conformity

with the statement ia the first part of this report, giving

generally, where accommodation cannot be effected among
the several objects, a preference according to the order in

which they are arranged in the said statement.

But while this proportion of former deficiencies is of ne-

cessity called for, under the pressure of demands which will

admit neither denial nor delay, and the punctual compliance

of every State is expected, to enable the Federal administra-

tion with certainty to satisfy these demands, it is earnestly

and warmly recommended to the abler states to go as far

beyond this proportion in specie, as their happier situation

will admit, under an assurance, that such further contribu-

tions wUl be applied towards discharging the public debt,

agreeably to the preceding statement, and will be placed to

their credit in the next requisitions, with interest thereon

from the time of payment: and also that before any further
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demand is made upon the states, under the requisition for

two millions of dollars, or the requisition for eight millions of

dollars, Congress will revise the quotas of the several states

mentioned in the said requisitions respectively, and will

make them agreeable to justice, upon the best information

Congress may have when such demand is made. But as all

our exertions will probably fall short of their full object, in

that case it is believed, that the public creditors seeing the

load of interest accumulated during the war, greater than

can be discharged in the first year of peace, will be contented

for the present, to receive the earlier part of these arrears,

and to rely for the residue on the efforts of the ensuing year.

Individual states have at times thought it hard that while,

in their own opinion, they were in advance for the United

States on accounts existing and unsettled between them,

they should yet be called on to furnish actual contributions

of money. The committee observe in answer to this, first,

that almost every State thinks itself in advance: And sec-

ondly, that it has been the constant wish of Congress that

these accounts should be settled and the contributions of

each be known and credited. They have accordingly taken

measures, and wiU continue their endeavours to effect these

settlements: And as a further encouragement to hasten this

desirable work, the committee are of opinion. Congress

should declare, that so soon as these accounts shall be set-

tled, and it shall appear in favour of what states balances

arise, such states shall have credit for the same in the requi-

sitions next ensuing.

But it win be necessary to remind the states, that no

materials have yet been furnished to enable Congress to

adjust the ultimate ratio in which the expenditures of the

late war shall be apportioned on the states. The Confed-

eration directs that this shall be regulated by the value of

the lands in the several states with the buildings and im-
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provements thereon. Experiments made, however, since

the date of that instrument, for the purposes of ordinary

taxation, had induced doubts as to the practicability of this

rule of apportionment; yet Congress thought it their duty

to give it fair trial, and recommended to the several states

on the 17th of February, 1783, to furnish an account of

their lands, buildings and number of inhabitants, whereon

they might proceed to estimate their respective quotas: but

apprehending that the incompetence of the rule would im-

mediately shew itself, and desirous that no time should be

unnecessarily lost, they followed it with another recom-

mendation of the 18th of April, 1783, to substitute in Heu

of that article in the Confederation, another, which should

make the Number of inhabitants, under certain modifica-

tions, the measure of contribution for each State. Both

these propositions are still under reference to the several

legislatures; the latter accompanied by the earnest wishes

and preference of Congress, under fuU conviction that it

wUl be found in event as equal, more satisfactory, and more

easy of execution: The former only pressed if the other

should be rejected. The committee are informed, that the

states of Connecticut, New Jersey, Pensylvania and South

Carolina, have acceded to the alteration proposed; but have

no evidence that the other states have as yet decided thereon.

As it is necessary that the one or the other measure should

be immediately resorted to, they are of opinion, it should

be recommended to the legislatures which have not yet

decided between them, to come to decision at their next

meeting.

In order to present to the eye a general view of the several

existing requisitions, and of the payments made under them,

the committee has subjoined them in the form of a table,

wherein the first column enumerates the states; the second

the apportionment of the 1,200,000 dollars; the third that of
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the eight millions; the fourth that of the two miUions; the

fifth the sums paid by the several states in part of their

respective quotas to the last day of the year 1783; and the

sixth the sums now required to make up one half of their

respective quotas of the eight millions, expressed in doUars,

tenths and hundredths of doUars.

[A Table of the several existing Requisitions, and of the Payments made under them.]

New Hampshire,
Massachusetts,
Rhode Island,
Connecticut,
New York,
New Jersey,
Pensylvania,
Delaware,
Maryland,
Virginia,

North Carolina,
South Carolina,
Georgia,

Apportion-
ment of the
1,200,000

48, 000
192, 000
28, 800

133, 200
54, 000
66,000

180, 000
16, 800

132, 000
174, 000
88, 800
72. 000
14, 400

1, 200, 000

Apportion-
ment of the
8 millions.

373, 698
1, 307, 596

216, 684
747, 196
373, 598
485, 679

1, 120, 794
112,085
933, 996

1, 307, 594
622, 677
373, 598
24, 905

8, 000, 000

Apportion-
ment of the
2 millions.

80, 000
320, 000
48, 000

222, 000
90, 000
110,000
300, 000
28, 000

220, 000
290, 000
148, 000
120, 000
24, 000

2, 000, 000

Paid of the 8 mil.
Dec. 31, 1783.

3,000
247, 676. 66
67, 847. 95

131, 577. 83
39, 064. 1

102, 004. 95
346, 632. 98

89,302. 11

115, 103. 53

344, 301. 57

1,486,511.71

Sums now re-

quired to make
H of the 8 mil.

183, 799
406, 121. 34
40, 491. 05

242, 020. 17
147, 734. 9
140, 834. 55
213, 764. 02
56, 042. 5

377, 695. 89
538, 693. 47
311, 338. 5

12, 452, 5

2, 670, 987. 89

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Thomas]

Jefferson, Mr. [Roger] Sherman and Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry,

Resolved, That the Superintendant of finance be, and he

hereby is directed to take order for the payment of three

hundred and thirty-three doUars and one-third of a dollar,

to the guardian of Hugh Mercer, son of the late General

Mercer, for one year's education and board.

^

The Committee consisting of M"' [James] McHenry, M? [Jacob]

Read and M- [Jeremiah Townley] Chase to whom was referred the

account of M"" George Mann of the City of Annapolis tavern keeper

for a public entertainment given by order of the United States in

' This report, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 57. The motion, in the writing of Jefferson,

is on folio 59. It was seconded [David] HoweU.
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Congress assembled to the Commander in chief on the 22? of De-

cember, 1783—Report:

That the ontcrtainmont waa given to a vary numcroua aaaomblago

of gucata wao exceedingly plentiful and the provioiona and liquors

good in their kind.

The Committee are therefore of opinion that an order do issue in

favour of the said M? George Mann for the sum of six hundred and

sixty four dollars and ^ of a Dollar in full of his said account.*

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, eleven states as yesterday.

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Jacob] Read, Mr.

[John] Montgomery and Mr. [Thomas] Stone, to whom it

was referred to take order upon the report of a committee

of the 23 day of AprU instant, on the motion of Mr. [Jacob]

Read of the 16 day of March last. Report, That in virtue of

the said order of the United States in Congress assembled,

your committee took measures, and have caused Henry

Carbery, late a captain in the Pensylvania hne of Conti-

nental troops, in the said report mentioned, to be arrested

and brought before the honorable Robert Goldsborough, one

of the judges of the general court of the state of Maryland, for

examination, and to be proceeded against according to law

and justice. Your committee have caused to be laid before

the said Judge, all such proofs and evidences of the nature

and circumstances of the crime charged against the said

Henry Carbery, as were on the files or in the possession of

Congress. And your committee informed the said judge,

that it was the sense of the United States in Congress

assembled, that the said Henry Carbery, who is a fugitive

from justice, ought to be tried according to the laws of

Pensylvania, in which state the offence charged against

' This report, in the writing of Jacob Read, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 3. The indorsement states that it was referred on

this day, with the account, to the Superintendent of finance to take order.

"Copies transmitted Accot enclosed deliv? Mr Mann May the 13, 1784."
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him was committed, and to the laws of which State he is

amenable. Your committee recommend that the executive

of the state of Maryland, be requested to take proper

measures for the deUvery of the body of the said Henry
Carbery, to the executive of the state of Pensylvania, or

their order, that he may be dealt with according to law.

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report.

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the

grand Committee, appointed to report the arrearages of

interest, &c. and the paragraph respecting facihties as

entered on the journal of the 5 of April, being amended as

to the proportions therein expressed, so as to correspond

with the report agreed to and passed yesterday.

A motion was made by Mr. [Jacob] Read, seconded by
Mr. [Thomas] Stone, to refer the said paragraph as amended,
to the Superintendant of finance to report; and on the

question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required

by Mr. [Jacob] Read,

New Hampshire,
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The paragraph being further amended, to read as follows:

It remained lastly to consider, whether no faciUties might

be given to the pajnuent of these sums by the several states.

The committee observed, that of the purposes for which

money is wanting, about three-fourths can be answered by
nothing but money itself; but that the other fourth, consist-

ing of interest on our domestic debt, may be effected by pro-

curing a discount of the demand in the hands of the holders;

an operation which will be shorter, and less impoverishing to

the state. And however in times of greater plenty, the

accuracy of fiscal administration might require all transac-

tions to be in actual money, at the treasury itself; yet till

our constituents shall have had some respite from their late

difficulties, it behoves us to prefer their easement. The
committee are therefore of opinion, that the several legis-

latures may be admitted so to model the collection of the

sums now called for, that the three-fourths of any sum
being paid in actual money, the other fourth may be dis-

charged by procuring discounts of interest with our domestic

creditors; always taking care that the collection of money
shall proceed at least in threefold proportion with the opera-

tions of discount. And to ascertain the evidences of dis-

count which shall be receivable in heu of money, the holders

of loan office certificates shall be at Uberty to carry them to

the ofiice from which they issued ; and the holders of certifi-

cates of other liquidated debts of the United States, to carry

the same to the loan office of that state wherein the debt

was contracted, and to have the interest due thereon, set-

tled and certified to the last day of the year 1782: for which

interest, the loan officer shall give a certificate in such form

and under such cautions and instructions, as the Superin-

tendant of finance shall transmit to him; which certificates

of interest being parted with by the holder of the principal,

shall be deemed evidence that he has received satisfaction
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for the same, and therefore shall be receivable from the

bearer, within the same state, and from the state when
obtained from the bearer, in lieu of money in the proportion

before stated; which payment in certificates by the State

into the pubhc treasury, in the proportion that each State

avails itself of the facilities shall be considered as a discharge

of so much of the interest due upon the domestic debt, so

that the three-fourths or greater proportion, if any state

should not avail itself of the faciUties in the degree hereby

admitted, paid in money, at the same time shall be appUed,

according to the above statement, giving preference to the

discharge of the expences of internal government, and the

interest due upon the foreign debt. And where loan office

certificates, issued after the first day of March, 1778, shall be

presented to the loan officer, they shall be reduced to their

specie value, according to the resolutions of Congress of

June 28, 1780, that specie value expressed on some part of

the certificate, and the interest thereon settled and certified

as in other cases.

Resolved, That Congress agree to the same.

The yeas and nays on the question having been required

by Mr. [John] Beatty,

ay

ay

-ay

New EampsJiire,
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Maryland,
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THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, eleven states as before.

Congress took into consideration the report of a grand

committee, to whom was referred the report of a committee

on the subject of Western territory, and the following para-

graph being under debate:

"Congress, by their resolution of September 6, 1780,

having thought it adviseable to press upon the states having

claims to the western country."

A motion was made by Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight, sec-

onded by Mr. [Richard] Beresford, to strike out the words

"claims to the:" And on the question, shall those words

stand the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Richard

Dobbs] Spaight,

•ay

New Hampshire,
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claims to the western country, a liberal surrender of a por-

tion of their territorial claims; by that of the 10th of Octo-

ber, in the same year, having fixed conditions to which the

Union should be bound on receiving such cessions: and

having again proposed the same subject to those states, in

their address of April 18, 1783, wherein, stating the national

debt, and its annual -intorc ist, they rcoommondod for the

discharge of the intcrcat - tho plan of an - impoat on com
mcrcc now under consideration with the states, - with

such BubskUary funds - as they might judge most con -

venient, and - for the discharge of the principal, ' and ex-

pressing aomo their rehance for its discharge, on the prospect

of vacant territory, in aid of other resources, they, for that

purpose, as well as to obviate disagreeable controversies and
confusions, included in the same recommendations, a renewal

of those of September 6, and of October the 10th, 1780;

which several recommendations have not yet been fully com-

phed with

:

Resolved. That the same subject be again presented to the

attention of the said states; that they be urged to consider

that the war being now brought to a happy termination by
the personal services of our soldiers, the supphes of property

by our citizens, and loans of money from them as well as from

foreigners; these several creditors have a right to call for a

prcciec designation of tbo-funds expect that funds shall be

provided on which they arc to may rely for indemnification;

That Congress still consider vacant territory as a capital resource;

that this too is the time when our Confederacy, with all the territory

included within its limits should assume its ultimate and permanent

form; and that therefore the said states be earnestly pressed, by
immediate and liberal cessions, to forward these necessary ends, and

to remove those obstacles which disturb the harmony of the Union,

which embarrass its councils and obstruct its operations.'

' This report, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 144, folio 81. The indorsement shows that it was delivered

March 22.
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That Congress still consider vacant territory as an impor-

tant resource: and that therefore the said states be ear-

nestly pressed, by immediate and liberal cessions, to forward

these necessary ends, and to promote the harmony of the

Union.

[Motion of Mr Jacob Read, referred to Mr Jacob Read, Mr Elbridge

Gerry, and Mr Edward Hand.]

Whereas George Washington, Esqune, in consequence of his having

commanded in chief the armies of the United States of America in the

late arduous war, is constantly visited by numbers of foreigners of dis-

tinction as well as by ftU most of such of the Citizens of America as

pass through the state of Virginia, from a desire to pay their respects

to so illustrious a character, whereby he is put to very great expences

for support of his table and household aa well as for forage for the

horses and provisiona for the 3orvant9 of auch visitors.

And Congress conceiving it unproper that a General who has so

gloriously and disinterestedly led the forces of these United States

should be put to an inconvenience or injured in his private fortune

by being obliged to bear out of his own purse so great a charge as his

late command now exposes him to.

Resolved, That the Superintendant of finance take order for paying

to the drafts of George Washington, Esquire, five hundred dollars

per month from the 1" day of January last past aa a support untill

the further order of Congress.'

FRIDAY, APRIL 30, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, eleven states as before.

Congress took into consideration the report of a com-
mittee, consisting of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. [Jacob]

Read, Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr. [Jeremiah Townley]

Chase and Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, to whom were referred

' This motion, in the writing of Jacob Read, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 467. It is undated.
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sundry letters and papers relative to commercial matters, and

the following paragraph being under debate:

The Committee to whom were referred smidry letters and papers

relative to Commercial matters, submit the following circular letter

and resolves:

The trust reposed in Congress renders it their duty to be attentive

to the conduct of Foreign nations and to prevent or restrain as far

as may be all such proceedings as might prove injurious to the United

States.

The delicate situation of Commerce at this time claims the atten-

tion of the several States and it wUl be admitted that few objects of

greater importance can present themselves to their notice. The
fortune of every citizen is interested in the fate of Commerce for it

is the constant source of industry and wealth and the value of our

produce and our land must ever rise or fall in proportion to the pros-

perous or adverse state of trade.

Already has Great Britain attempted a monopoly which is destruc-

tive of our trade with her West India islands; there was reason to

expect that a measure so unequal and so Uttle calculated to promote

mercantile intercourse would not be persevered in by an enlightened

nation, but the measure seems to be growing into a system and if it

should be attended with success there is too much reason to apprehend

other nations might follow the example and the Commerce of

America become the victim of ilUberal policy.

It would have been the duty of Congress as it was their wish at an

earlier period to have met the attempts of Great Britain with similar

and adequate restrictions on her Commerce, but their powers on this

head were not explicit and tho' they are not to suppose that a free

people would be jealous of men whom they choose from year to year

to consult and guard their interest yet it is with reluctance that Con-

gress now make a proposition which may seem to argue be suspected

to have originated in a desire of power, altho' the measures already

adopted by the legislatures of the several states seem to render it

their duty to take the general sense of the Union on this subject.

It will certainly be admitted that unless the United States can act

as a nation and be regarded as such by foreign powers, and unless

Congress for this purpose shall be vested with powers competent to

the protection of Commerce they can never command reciprocal



April, 1784 319

advantages in trade and without such reciprocity our foreign Com-
merce must decline and eventually be annihilated.

That it be recommended to the legislatures of the several

states, to vest the United States in Congress assembled, for

the term of fifteen years, with a power to prohibit any goods,

wares or merchandize from being imported into any of the

states, except in vessels belonging to and navigated by
citizens of the United States, or the subjects of foreign powers

with whom the United States may have treaties of Com-
merce.

A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by
Mr. [William] EUery, to postpone the consideration thereof,

in order to take up the following:

That it be recommended to the legislatures of the several

states, to prohibit restrain by imposts or prohibitions, any
goods, wares or merchandize from being imported into them
respectively, except in vessels belonging to and navigated by
citizens of the United States, or the subjects of foreign

powers with whom the United States may have treaties of

commerce, or the subjects of such foreign powers as may
admit of a reciprocity in their trade with the citizens of these

states. That it be recommended to the legislatures of the

several states, to prohibit for the term - of ton ycara the

subjects of any foreign state, kingdom or empire, from

importing into them respectively, any goods, wares or

merchandize, unless such as are the produce or manufacture

of that state, kingdom or empire, whose subjects they are.^

That the United States may be enabled to secure such advantagca

in the object terms of equality in their Commerce with Foreign

nations is the object of this address, and it wiU appear by the papers

herewith transmitted that however desirous some of the states may
be that further powers should be vested in Congress for the exter-

' This motion, in the writing of David Howell, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 36, II, folio 367. The vote is indorsed on the motion.
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nal regulation of trade, much time and many valuable opportuni-

ties might be lost before any thing effective could be done consid-

ering the vague and different powers that are proposed to be given by
different states. Hence it seems necessary that the states should be

explicit and fLx on some particular mode by which Foreign Com-
merce not foimded on principles of reciprocity may be restrained.

Imposts or duties have been the general instruments for effecting

this purpose, but Congress have agreed to recommend another meas-

ure which is more simple, equally effective and may be less exception-

able. For this purpose they have.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislatures of the several

states to vest the United States in Congress Assembled for the term

of years with power to prohibit any goods wares or merchan-

dize from being imported into any of the states except in vessels

belonging to and navigated by citizens of the United States or the

subjects of Foreign powers with whom the United States may have
treaties of Commerce.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislatures of the several

states to vest the United States in Congress Assembled for the term

of years with the power of prohibiting the subjects of any
Foreign State, kingdom or empire from importing into the United

States, any goods, wares, or merchandize imless such as are the prod-

uce or manufacture of that state kingdom or empire whose sub-

jects they are.*

And on the question to postpone for the purpose above

mentioned, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [William]

EUery,

New HampsMre,
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states, eocni ' to render it tfeeif duty necessary to take the

general sense of the Union on this subject.

Unless the United States in Congress assembled shall be

vested with powers competent to the protection of com-
merce, they can never command reciprocal advantages in

trade ; and without such rcoiprocity these, our foreign com-
merce must decline, and eventually be annihilated. Hence it

acomB is necessary that the states should be expHcit, and fix on
some effectual mode by which foreign commerce, not founded

on principles of pooiprocity equahty, may be restrained.

That the United States may be enabled to secure such

terms of equality , they have
Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is recommended to the

legislatures of the several states, to vest the United States

in Congress assembled, for the term of fifteen years, with

power to prohibit any goods, wares or merchandize from

being imported into or exported from any of the states, in

vessels belonging to or navigated by the subjects of any
power with whom these states shall not have formed treaties

of Commerce.
Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is recommended to the

legislatures of the several states, to vest the United States

in Congress assembled, for the term of fifteen years, with the

power of prohibiting the subjects of any foreign state,

kingdom or empire, unless authorised by treaty, from

importing into the United States any goods, wares or mer-

chandise, which are not the produce or manufacture of the

dominions of the sovereign whose subjects they are.

Provided, That to all acts of the United States in Congress

assembled, in pursuance of the above powers, the assent of

nine states shall be necessary.'

The Committee, consisting of M'' [Jacob] Read, M' [Elbridge]

Gerry and Mr [Edward] Hand, to whom were referred the motion

' A printed copy of this Act, signed by Charles Thomson, ia in the Papers of

the Continental Congress, No. 49, folio 481.
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of Mr [Jacob] Read of the 29*" day of April Instant and the in-

structions to their Delegates in Congress from the State of Pen-

sylvania report

That it appears to your Committee that General George Washing-

ton, lately Commander in Chief of the Armies of the United States

of America is in consequence of his late command exposed to very

considerable extra table and household expences.

The Committee beg leave to observe that many foreigners of great

distinction have already visited these States from a desire to become
acquainted with a country and people rendered famous by the late

arduous and glorious war, and to pay their respects to the illustrious

character who led the arms of the Confederated States with so much
honour to himself and advantage to the Union. That much greater

numbers may continually be expected. That as well by these means
as from the constant visits of the Citizens of the United States

passing and repassing through the State of Virginia, as also of those

persons who during the war were under the command of the General

in the different departments of the Army and who are frequently

necessitated to refer themselves to him for advice and assistance in

the settlement of their affairs, the expences of the General's table and

household must be encreased beyond the compass of the fortune of

any individual in these United States. Your Committee think it

would reflect great discredit on the United States to suffer a General

who has so gloriously and disinterestedly served them through a long

and arduous war should be put to an inconvenience, or injured in

his private fortime, by being obliged to bear out of his own purse so

great an expenditure as he is at present subjected to. The Com-
mittee therefore recommend the following resolves: Resolved, That
the Superintendant of finance pay to the drafts of George Washing-

ton Esquire late Commander in Chief of the Armies of the United

States Ten thousand dollars per annum by quarterly payments to

be accoimted from the first day of January last past imtill the further

order of Congress. Resolved, That the President write a letter to

the General inclosing a copy of the foregoing report and of these

resolves, expressing the strongest wishes of the United States in

Congress assembled that he wiU permit them to make the above

provision for reimbursing the extra expences which he must neces-

sarily incur in consequence of the dignified office and high command
which he has lately sustained in the Service of the United States,



324 Journals of Congress

and informing him that Congress consider this as their indispensable

duty and as an act of impartial justice due to the General.*

[Report of M' Thomas Jefferson, M"' Hugh Williamson, IVf David

Howell, M'' Elbridge Gerry, M'' Jacob Read. An Ordinance for

ascertaining the mode of locating and disposing of lands in the

western territory.]

Be it ordained by the United States in Congress assembled, that

the territory ceded by individual States to the United States, when
the same shall have been purchased of the Indian inhabitants, and

laid off into States, shall be disposed of in the following manner: it

shall be divided into Hundreds of ten geographical miles square,

each mile containing 6086 feet and four tenths of a foot, by lines to

be run and marked due North and South, and others crossing these

at right angles, the first of which lines each way shall be at ten miles

distance from one of the corners of the State within which they shall

be, but if the Indian purchase shall not have included any one of

the corners of the State, the lines shall then be run at the termina-

tion of integral miles, as measured from some one of the corners,

but shall be extended, by actual marks, only so far as the purchase

extends. These Hundreds shall be subdivided into lots of one mile

square each, or 850 acres and four tenths of an acre by marked lines

running in like manner due North and South, and others crossing

these at right angles.

For laying off the said territory, Surveyors shall be appointed by
Congress, or the Committee of the States, who shall proceed forth-

with, under the direction of the Register hereafter to be mentioned,

to divide the same into hundreds, by lines in the directions, and at

the intervals before mentioned, which lines shall be measured with

a chain, shall be plainly marked by chaps or marks on the trees, and

shall be exactly described on a plat whereon shall be noted, at their

proper distances all water courses, mountains, and other remarkeable

and permanent things, over or near which such lines shall pass.

The Hundreds being laid off and marked, nine of them shall be

assigned as a district to each surveyor, who shall then proceed to

divide each Hundred of his district into lots as before directed, be-

' This report, in the writing of Jacob Read, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 469. See ante April 29. An extract from the

instructions to the Pennsylvania delegates is on folio 465.
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ginning with the Hundreds most in demand, and measuring, mark-

ing, and platting the said dividing lines thereof in the manner before

directed for the Hundreds, save only that the lines of the lots shall

be distinguished by a single mark on each tree, and those of the

himdreds by three marks. And that the said lots may be capable

of more accurate description and distinction from each other, those

in every hundred shall be designated by the numbers in their order

from 1 to 100, beginning at the northwestern lot of the Hundred
and applying the numbers from 1 to 10 to the lots of the first row

from West to East successively, those from 11 to 20 to the lots of

the second row from west to east and so on; the Surveyors shall pay

due and constant attention to the variation of the magnetic merid-

ian, and shall run and note all lines by the true meridian, certifying

with every plat what was the variation at the time of rimning the

lines thereon noted.

A Register shall be appointed by Congress, for each of the States

within which the said territory shall lie, who shall keep his OfEce

within the said State, be resident at it himself, and provide a seal

for authenticating its acts; to him returns shall be made, by the

several Surveyors, on the last days of March and August in every

year, of the plats of all lines, measured and marked by them in the

preceding half year, to be by him collated, and reduced into a general

map of the whole State for which he acts, he shall annually, to wit,

on the first Monday in November of every year, deliver or cause to

be delivered, to the Secretary of Congress, a copy of such portions

of the said general map as shall have been formed, or further filled up,

during the preceding year, retaining one in his own Office for the use

thereof, he shall have power to suspend any Surveyor for negligence

or malversation, making report thereof to Congress, or a Committee
of the States, that they may direct a proper enquiry.

Each Register shall cause to be printed under such devices, diffi-

cult of imitation, as he shall think best, warrants each of which

shall give right to one lot of a mile square described as before directed,

and other warrants for each of the said States which shall give

right, each of them, to one of the Hundreds of ten miles square

as before described; these warrants shall have blanks for names and

dates, shall be numbered and signed by the Register, sealed with the

seal of his Office, and shall be cut with indentures from a book, the

margin of which shall be numbered in correspondence with the
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warrant cut therefrom, and shall be preserved in the Office as a further

check, the said warrants shall be deposited in the Treasury of the

United States, and the Treasurer thereon debited with them, from

thence they shall be sent in such numbers as the Register issuing

them shall direct, to the Commissioner of the Loan Office for the

United States in each of the States within the Union, the Treasurer

coimtersigning them on parting therewith, and having a credit duly

entered in his own account with the United States, and a debit against

the loan Officer, to whom they are sent.

Any person, chusing to become a purchaser of lands within the

said territory and paying to the Treasurer, or Loan Officer, the sum
of dollars, shall receive in lieu thereof one of the said smaller

warrants entitling him to a lot, or paying dollars, shall

receive in Heu thereof one of the said larger warrants, entitling him
to a whole Himdred within the State from which the warrant issued;

the Treasurer or Loan Officer inserting the name of the purchaser in

the proper blank, filling up the date, and attesting the warrant by
his own subscription. Loan Office certificates, reduced to their

specie value by the scale of depreciation, or certificates of liquidated

debts of the United States, shall be receivable for the said warrants

in lieu of money; and evidences of military rights to lands, herein-

after to be described, shall be receivable instead of the price itself

of so much land; these warrants shall pass by descent or devise as

real property as lands, by descent or devise, but not by assignment

nor by survivorship. The owner of any warrant proceeding to locate

the same, shall deliver it to the Surveyor of the district, wherein his

location is to be, describing to him the particular lot on which he

places it, or the Hundred, if it be a warrant for a hundred, by a

designation of some point, either natural or artificial, within the

said lot or Hundred, so singular and certain as may be adapted to no

other lot or Hundred, or by reference to the position of the Hundred,

or number of the lot, which description the Surveyor shall immedi-

ately enter in a book well bound, with the date of the entry, describing

the warrant located thereon by its number, date, signatures and

name of the original owner, and leaving no blank space or leaf between

that and the preceeding entry, nor any margin by its side. If the loca-

tion be made before the lot or hundred be yet laid off by lines actually

run and marked, the surveyor shall retain the warrant in his hands

untU the Hundred, if it be for a Hundred, or until all the lots of the
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Hundred, if it be for a lot, shall be actually laid off by marked lines,

and then, or at the time of the entry, if the lines were marked before

the entry was made, having satisfied himself by proper evidence, or

by his own inspection and examination, on what particular lot, or

on what Hundred, the location is, and that there has been no previous

location on the same, he shall give to the party a certificate, describ-

ing the lot or Himdred so specially as that it may be known from all

others, by particular marks or circumstances, natural or artificial, by
stating the order or position of the Hundred relatively to the bounda-

ries of the State, and specifying the lot by its number, with which

certificate he shall return the warrant also to the party, these being

delivered to the Register, and the warrant examined, and found

genuine by him, he shall give a receipt for the same, and in due time

proceed to execute a grant of the land in the following form:

"A. B. register of the Land Office of the United States within the

State of to all to whom these presents shall come greeting.

Kjiow ye that for good considerations there is granted by the United

States of America unto C. D. a certain lot [or Hundred of land as the

case shall be, describing it from the certificate] within the said State

of to have and to hold the said lot [or Hundred] of land, with

its appiirtenances, to him the said C. D. and his heirs for ever. In

witness whereof the said A. B. Register of the land office of the said

State hath hereimto set his hand and caused the seal of his office to be

affixed, this day of in the year and of .the inde-

pendence of the United States the "—which grant shall be

entered of record, at full length, in good well boimd books to be pro-

vided for that purpose, at the expence of the United States, and kept

by the Register, and being so entered, shall be certified to have been

registered, and then be delivered to the party or his order, different

lots, adjoining side by side within the same Himdred, may be included

and passed by the same grant, but separate lots, and lots in different

Hundreds, as also different Hundreds, shall be passed by different

grants. No fractions of a lot shall be granted, unless where such

fractions are occasioned by the boimdary of the State, or of the

Indian conveyance. Until a temporary government shall be estab-

lished in any State according to the resolutions of Congress of April—

,

1784 the lands therein shall pass in descent and dower, according to

the customs known in the common law by the name of Gavelkind,

and shall be transferrable by deed or will proved by two witnesses.
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but so soon as a temporary government shall be so established, they

shall become subject to the laws of the State, and shall never after

in any case, revert to the United States. Where a grant shaU be made
out to the heir or devisee of the person in whose name the warrant
was originally issued, he shall be named in the said grant as heir

or devisee.

For preventing hasty and surreptitious titles, the Register shall

execute no grant for lands untU the warrant and certificate delivered

him for the same shall have remained in his office months, at

any time within which period any person claiming the same lands

under a prior location, shall be at liberty to enter a caveat, with the

register, against the execution of any grant to the other, setting forth

in the entry a copy of the location under which himself claims. The
Register shaU thereupon issue a summons, reciting the entry made
with him, and calling the defendant to appear at a certain time and
place, in defence of his right, which summons being served, and the

parties appearing, he shall refer the decision to three arbitrators to be

chosen by them or if they cannot agree then to three intelligent,

honest and indifferent persons to be named by himself, which arbi-

trators being first sworn to do justice between the parties according

to the best of their knowledge and abilities, by the Register, who is

hereby authorized to administer such oath, shall proceed thereon at

such times and places as they shall appoint, giving notice thereof to

the parties and their award being rendered, the Register shall execute

a grant to the plaintiff or defendant, conformably therewith. The
party whose location is annuDed shall be authorized to receive

again his warrant, and to locate it on other lands. If the defendant,

being summoned, or the plaintiff fails to appear by himself or another

before the Register on the day appointed, the Register may give a

further day, or in his discretion may proceed on the evidence before

him to execute a grant to the party having the right; if the defendant

fails to appear, and there be no sufficient proof that the summons
has been served, the Register shall issue a new summons, unless it shall

be proved that he hath been sought at the usual place of his dwelling

and hath not been found, in which case the summons shall be adver-

tised three times in some gazette of the State wherein he then resides,

or last was known to reside giving a new day of appearance, which
shaU not be within less than months after the date of the lasfe

third publication, and on his failing to appear at that day, the
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Register shall proceed to decision, but in case of a decision against

the defendant, where there was no actual service of the summons,
he shall be allowed at any time within one year after such decision, a

rehearing before arbitrators to be appointed and qualified as directed

in the case of an appearance, but on such rehearing the mere right

alone shall be tried.

The Register, together with the map before directed to be deliv-

ered annually to the Secretary of Congress, shall report a calender of

all grants executed by him, stating in different columns thereof the

date, grantee, quantity, how much of that was for military service,

the himdred and lot.

The monies arising from the sale of warrants shall be applied to the

sinking such part of the principal of the national debt as Congress

shall from time to time direct, and to no other purpose whatsoever.

The Register before he enters on the duties of his office shall give

such bond and security for the faithful discharge thereof as Congress

or the Committee of the States shall approve, and shall be entitled

to receive, for the execution of every grant dollar, for every

lot the same shall contain, or dollars if it be for a whole

hundred, which shall be paid at the time he receives the warrant and

certificate, and shall be deemed satisfaction for all the services and

expences of his office, except the purchase of books for registering

grants and of the seal of his office.

Every Surveyor shall also, before he enters on the duties of his office,

give such bond and security for the faithful discharge thereof as

Congress, or the Committee of the States shall approve, and shall be

entitled to receive for every lot located with him dollars and

dollars for a whole hundred, which shall be paid at the

time of location and shall be deemed satisfaction for all the services

and expences of his office, but where he shall have admitted more

locations than one on the same land, he shall restore the fees received

from the party whose location shall be set aside.

A Surveyor desiring to locate lands for himself shall make such

location with the Register.

And whereas Congress by their resolutions of Sept: 16, 1776, and

Aug: 12, 1780, stipulated grants of land to the officers and souldiers

who should engage in the service of the United States, and continue

therein to the close of the war, or until discharged by Congress, and

to the representatives of such officers and souldiers as should be slain
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by the enemy, in the following proportions, to wit to a Major General

1100 acres, to a Brigadier 850, to a Colonel 500, to a L^ Colonel 450,

to a Major 400, to a Captain 300, to a Lieutenant 200, to an Ensign

150, and to a non commissioned officer or souldier 100. For com-
plying therefore with such stipulation, and for ascertaining the evi-

dence of rights accruing under the same which shall be receivable

instead of money, it is ordained that the evidence to be required

from commissioned officers shall be a certificate from the War Office

of their rank and continuance in service to the end of the war; from

non commissioned officers and souldiers, a certfficate from the Cap-

tain of their company, countersigned by the officer who commanded
their regiment at the time of their discharge, that they were enlisted

into the service of the United States, during the war, and continued

therein to the close of it, to wit to the day of 1783,

and from the representatives of such officers and souldiers as were

slain by the enemy, a certificate, from the same authority, of the

rank or term of enlistment of the deceased and that he was slain

by the enemy, together with satisfactory affidavits that they are

his representatives, which evidences shall be receivable by the

troaaurcr or Loan Officer of the United States in the State to the

line of which he belonged, or by the Treasurer if he belonged to the

line of no State, and on the warrant issued shall be an endorsement

signed by the treasurer or loan officer declaring the proportion

thereof which was satisfied by military service and in the same pro-

portion shall all fees be abated to which that warrant would other-

wise be subject. The proceedings on it in all other respects shall be

the same as on a warrant issued whoUy for money.

Saving and confirming always to all officers and souldiers entitled

to lands on the northern side of the Ohio, by donation or bounty

from the Commonwealth of Virginia, and to all persons claiming

under them all rights to which they are so entitled by the laws of

the said State and the acts of Congress accepting the cession of

western territory from the said State.*

Resolved, That the Superintendant of Finance pay the sum of

eighty one hundred Dollars to Henry Gassaway for arresting Henry

Carberry and for horse hire, and the expences of the said Henry

> This report, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 30, fohos 59-65. The indorsement shows that it was

read on this day, and Friday, May 7, assigned.
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Gassaway and of John Door, who attended said Henry Gassaway

by order of the Committee of Congress on that service.'

MONDAY, MAY 3, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-

chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, Pen-

sylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and South

Carolina; and from the State of New Jersey, Mr. [Samuel]

Dick.

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, seconded by Mr.

[Richard Dobbs] Spaight,

Ordered, That all letters from the ministers of these

United States in Europe, be considered, at all times, as

under an injunction of secrecy, except as to such parts of

them as Congress shall, by special permission, allow to be

published or communicated.^

On the question to agree to this order, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight,

ay
New Hampshire,



Virginia,
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Congress entertain of his important services, relative to the

commerce of France and these United States, and particu-

larly to free ports; that there is every reason to expect

mutual and permanent advantages from these liberal meas-

ures adopted by his Most Christian Majesty, and that an

extension thereof to his West India colonies wUl, in the

opinion of Congress, increase those advantages and produce

the most salutary effects.

Resolved, That a copy of a letter of the 29 of June last,

from the Count de Vergennes, and one of the 9 of January

last, from Mons. de Calonne, to the Marquis de la Fayette,

respecting free ports in France, be entered on the Journal,

and, when published, transmitted to the supreme executives

of the several states.^

The letters being translated are as follows:

Versailles, 29 June, 1783.

Sir,—I have received the letter which you did me the honour to

write on the 17 of this month. You desire to know what is meant by
free port.

By this term, Sir, we mean a place to which all merchandizes as

well foreign as domestic may be imported, and from which they may
be freely exported. You will judge, Sir, by this definition, that all

the merchandizes of the north, without exception, may be imported

into L'Orient, and exported from it by the Americans. In a word,

L'Orient will be reputed foreign with regard to France, as far as

respects commerce. The prohibitions and duties upon foreign mer-

chandizes will take effect only in case any person desires to intro-

duce into the interior parts of the realm, the merchandizes subjected

to the one or the other.

I have the honour, &c.
De Vergennes.

Mons. the Marquis de la Fayette.

This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 427. The letter of the Superintendent of

Finance is in No. 137, III, folio 523.
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Versailles, 9 January, 1784..

Sir,—I have communicated to the King the observations contained

in the memoir which you transmitted to me, relative to the com-
merce of America, and those which you made at our last conference.

I am authorised to announce to you, that it is the intention of his

Majesty to grant to the United States the ports of L'Orient and
Bayonne as free ports, and besides these that of Dimkirk and that of

Marseilles; the first of which enjoys absolute freedom, and the

other is restrained in the exercise of that freedom only with regard

to tobacco, which is there subjected to a duty. The Americans

may from this moment send their vessels to those four ports, where
they will not meet with any kind of difficulty. You may, if necessary,

explain what is meant by Free ports, agreeably to the signification

thereof given by Mons. de Vergennes, in his letter of the 29 of June
last. The Americans wUl find, above all, at Dunkirk, all the facilities

they can desire for the sale of their leaf tobacco, their rice, their

timber and other merchandize, as well for the purchase of what they

want, such as linens, woolens, brandy, &c. It is proposed to

establish stores and magazines there, which shaU be well supplied on
terms very advantageous for their commerce. I have given orders

to the Farmers general to treat in preference, and at a reasonable

price for the purchase of the tobaccoes of North America, and more-

over the United States, will be as much favoured in France in matters

of commerce, as any other nation. The complaints which they

may make to you, or which Mr. Franklin, and the other American
ministers, which I would be very glad to see, may transmit to me on
their behalf, shall be examined with great attention, and government
will not suffer them to experience any kind of vexations. Every
possible precaution will also be taken to prevent the sending out bad
merchandize, which if it has hitherto taken place, can only be at-

tributed to the avarice of some merchants of the lowest order. I am
going immediately to examine what relates to the customs and duties

which hurt commerce. This is an important subject and requires

great attention. In fine. Sir, you may rely, that I shall be always

disposed, as well as Mons. the Marshal de Castries, and Mons. the

Count de Vergennes, to receive and listen with attention to the
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demands and further representations which you shall think proper

to make in favour of the commerce of America.

I have the honor to be, &c.

De Calonne.
P. S. The ports of Bayonne and L'Orient will be made similar to

that of Dunkirk, with regard to entire freedom.

Mons. the Marquis de la Fayette.*

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Edward]

Hand, Mr. [David] Howell and Mr. [Charles] De Witt, to

whom was referred a memorial of the Rev. Mr. Israel Evans;

The Committee consisting of M'- [Edward] Hand, M' [David]

Howell and M^ [Charles] De Witt, to whom was referred a letter

from the ReV? M? Israel Evans late Chaplain to the New Hampshire
Brigade setting forth that he has not been settled with for the de-

preciation of his pay up to the 1?' day of August 1780 and praying

that the same may be adjusted, beg leave to observe that it has

been the uniform practice of Congress to refer officers, as well of

the line as of the staff who have served in the line of any state, to

the legislatures of the States in whose lines they have respectively

served, for an adjustment of their depreciation, your Committee
therefore submit the following Resolution.

Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is recommended to the

legislature of the State of New Hampshire, to make good to

the Rev. Mr. Israel Evans, late chaplain to the brigade

composed of the troops of that State, the depreciation of

his pay up to the first day of August, 1780, in the same
manner they have made good the depreciation of pay to the

officers and soldiers of their line.'^

On the report of the same committee, to whom was referred

a memorial of Nicholas Schuyler, late a surgeon in Hazen's

regiment;

The Committee consisting of M"' [Edward] Hand, M"' [David]

Howell and M'' [Charles] De Witt, to whom was referred a memorial

The proceedings, to this point, were entered also in the Secret Journal,

Foreign Affairs.

' This report, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, II, folio 231.
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of Nicholas Schuyler late Surgeon in Hazens reg- find that Doctor

Schuyler, a native and inhabitant of the State of New York, has

served first as a mate and afterwards as a Junior Surgeon in the

General Hospital from the 1?' day of Jan?, 1777, to the 15' day of

June, 1778, when he was appointed Surgeon in the regiment then

commanded by Col. Moses Hazen, in which capacity he continued

to the end of the late War.

Your Committee are of opinion that Doctor Schuyler's having

been promoted from a Junior Hospital Surgeon to be a regimental

Surgeon and his having continued to serve the U. States in that

capacity, to the end of the late War, give him a just claim to the

benefit extended to the Officers of the Gen' Hospital by the Act of

Congress of the 20?" Feb? 1782, although hia promotion took place

prcviouo to the 10^-^pril, 1780. They therefore submit the follow-

ing Resolution:

Resolved, That" it be, and it hereby is recommended to

the legislature of the State of New York, to make good to

Dr. Nicholas Schuyler, late surgeon of Hazen's regiment, e»

aocount of the United Statoa the depreciation of his pay as

an officer in the late general hospital, during the time he

served in that capacity/

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Edward]

Hand, Mr. [Ephraim] Paine and Mr. [Arthur] Lee, to whom
was referred a motion of Mr. [Ephraim] Paine;

Report that from the instructions of the Legislature of the State

of New York to their Delegates in Congress it appears, that on the

late invasion of the City of New York by the British forces, the

beUs were taken from the Churches, and other pubhc edifices in

that City and removed to New Jersey to prevent their falling into

the hands of the enemy

—

That from New Jersey the same bells were carried to the foimdery

erected by the U. S. at CarUsle in the State of Pensylvania, where

it is said they stOl remain. On which your Committee submit the

following resolve.

> This report, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 19, V, folio 315.
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Resolved, That the commissary of military stores, or person

having the care of the pubUc stores at Carhsle, in Pensyl-

vania, be, and he is hereby directed to deUver to the order

of the corporation of the city of New York, the bells which

have been taken from the churches and other public edifices

in the said city, if any such bells remain in his possession.^

The Committee consisting of Mr [Jacob] Read M'- [Richard Dobbs]

Spaight and Mr [James] Tilton, to whom was referred the report of

a Committee of the 11'" Feby, 1784, together with the Letter of

the 16'" January 1784, from the Superintendant of Finance, cover-

ing a letter of the 10'" of December, 1783, from M"" David Sprout,

Report,

That to lessen as much as possible the calamities of war to which

the citizens of these United States in common with other nations

are subject, and to procure for such Citizens, as may in case of

future wars become Prisoners, every indulgence and assistance which

from the Nature of their Situation can be extended to them, it is

the duty of the United States in Congress assembled to take the

most Effectual measures to insure the repayment of aU such sums
as may have been or hereafter may be really and bona fide advanced

(except free and absolute donations) for the Cloathing and comfort-

able support and subsistance of such Persons as by the chance of

war have been, or may hereafter become Prisoners in the hands of

the British any Prince, Power, or State, whether such advances have
been or may be made by Public authority, or by private persons, on
the faith of the United States, or of any individual State, or whether
voluntary or at the solicitation any officer of the United States, or

any of them.

Your Committee therefore recommend the following Resolutions:

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the several States

as a point highly Essential to national Character and to the future

safety and welfare of such of their Citizens as may become Prisoners

by the chance of war to make speedy Payment of all such sums as

may have been advanced for support of any of their respective

Citizens on the faith of the Particular State and in Expectation of

• This report, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 20, I, folio 395.
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a reimbursement from such State by any person or persons, whether

such faith had been actually pledged by pubUc authority or not.

Resolved, That the United States in Congress assembled will pro-

vide for the repayment of all such sums as have been advanced by

any individual (and not intended as a free donation) for the Cloathing

or support of any Citizens belonging to or of any marine Mariner or

Soldier that has been made prisoner during the late war, cruising

or sailing in Ships of war or merchant Ships under the Flag of these

United States, or of any of them.

Resolved, That the Superintendant of the Finances of the United

States take order for having the accoimts of M"' David Sprout for

advances made by him to Naval Prisoners audited, and when a

charge appears to be proper only to be paid by an Individual State,

that such accounts be transmitted to such State with the foregoing

resolution and earnest recommendation of Congress that such State

do satisfy and discharge the same.

Resolved, That where it is impossible to discriminate between the

prisoners or to separate the charges, the said Superintendant of the

Finances of the U. S. do issue to M'' David Sprout a certificate of

the simis due for supplies of Cloathing, bedding and such other

necessaries as he may have furnished, and the situation and circum-

stances of the Naval Prisoners that were in his Charge Warranted,

which Certificate shall bear an Interest of six per Centum per

annum, and shall be paid in like manner as other sums due from

these United States for carrying on the war may or shall be paid.'

[Motion of Delegates of Rhode Island]

On the application of Mr John Brown Merchant of Providence

in the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations setting

forth that a certain ship called the Warren, whereof he is owner and

Pardon Sheldon of the same place is Captain is now in Virginia tak

ing in bound up the Mediterranean on a Merchant's voyage and

praying for Sea Letters to be granted him.

Resolved, That Sea Letters be granted for said Captam Pardon

Sheldon, in the form following:

' This report, in the writing of Jacob Read, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, V, folio 383. The indorsement states that it was read on this

day. See ante, February 6. The letter of the Superintendent of Finance is in

No. 137, III, folio 427.
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Most serene, serene, most puissant, puissant, high-illustrious, noble,

honorable, venerable, wise and prudent, Emperors, Kings, Republics,

Princes, Dukes, Earls, Barons, Lords, Burgomasters, Councellors, as

also Judges Officers, Justiciaries and Regents of all the good cities

and places, whether ecclesiastical or secular, who shall see these pat-

ents or hear them read,

We the U. S. in Congress Assembled, make known that Pardon

Sheldon, Captain of the Ship called the Warren is a Citizen of the

U. S. of America and that the Ship which he commands belongs to

citizens of the said U. S. and as we wish to see the said Pardon
Sheldon prosper in his lawful affairs; our prayer is to all the before

mentioned and to each of them separately, where the said Pardon
Sheldon shall arrive with his vessel and cargo, that they may please

to receive him with goodness and treat him in a becoming manner,

permitting him upon the usual tolls and expences in passing and
repassing, to pass, navigate and frequent the ports, passes and
territories to the end to transact his business, where and in what
manner he shall judge proper, whereof we shall be willingly indebted.

In testimony whereof &? &? &?

'

[Mr. Elbridge Gerry's Motion.]

That each Person rec? a passport shall pay to the Secre-

tary for Expences thereof and shall give Bond in the Penalty of

with one surety to return such passport into the Secretary's Office

within 18 months from the Time of rec? the same unless it shall

appear by sufficient Evidence to have been unavoidably lost.

That the form of the passport be as follows vizt (here the form) to

the Emperor of Morocco and the other Barbary Powers aforesaid with
the request of Congress that he will direct his subjects not to molest

any vessels so furnished with passports aforesaid, during the Time
mentioned in ye firot resolve

That a copy of these resolves be sent to our Ministers Plenipo'

in Europe with some of the Passports to be transmitted if they shall

judge it exped?

1 This motion, in tiie writing of David Howell, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 32, folio 125. It was referred on this day, the indorsement
states, to Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson and Mr. [Thomas] Stone,

with the motion of Elbridge Gerry.
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That until Treaties of Amity and Friendship shall be negociated

with the Emperor of Morocco and the other Barbary powers, and in

consequence thereof regulations shall be adopted for Med. passes

for vessels owned by the Citizens of these United States; that the

Master of any such vessel may be furnished with an Instrmnent ift-tfe©

following form to be signed by the President, coimtersigned by the

Secretary of Congress and sealed with the seal of the United States,

numbered progressively and indented (be made out in the following

form vizt; that a sufficient number of such instruments be trans-

mitted to the several States.)*

The agent of Marine to whom was referred the petition of the

officers and mariners of the armed schooner FranJclin begs leave to

Report,

That the papers marked No. 1 & No 2. hereimto annexed contain

copies of letters written by the honorable marine Committee on the

twenty first day of March 1777.

That the annexed paper N" 3 contains a copy of the account of

Jonathan Glover mentioned in the said petition as the same was

adjusted by Messrs. Smith & Storer.

That from the paper N° 3 it appears that the net proceeds of the

Ship Hope & Cargo was £54075.17.2 of which one sixth part is

£9012.12.10—Wherefore if the twenty one persons on board the

Said schooner Franklin were (as they might have been) entitled to

thirty seven shares each share would be £243.11.8 &
That the said Petitioners acknowledge to have received £243. for

each single share which was probably the amount thereof.

Marme office 23^" April 1784.^

This motion, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, except the part in parentheses

which is in the writing of Thomas Stone, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 32, foUo 123.

Committee Book, No. 186, states that it was made on this day, and referred,

with the motion of the delegates of Rhode Island, to Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry,

Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, and Mr. [Thomas] Stone, who made a report May 15.

' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 137, III, folio

541. The indorsement states that it was read this day.

On this day, as the indorsement states, was read a letter of March 21, from

William Duer, and the inclosure a memorial of Henry Dulhire, a deputy of the

Menonites. The letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, VIII,

folio 65, and the memorial on folio 69.

Also, a letter of 28 April from Cyrus GrifEn, Judge of the Court of Appeals

in cases of capture, asking for certain papers. It was "Ordered, That the papers
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TUESDAY, MAY 4, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massa-
chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Pensylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina

and South Carolina.

On motion of Mr. [Edward] Hand, seconded by Mr.
[John] Montgomery:

Whereas the supreme executive council of the State of

Pensylvania, have represented, that from the dispersed

situation of the officers and soldiers of the late Une of that

State, it is found impracticable to appoint regimental agents

to receive from the paymaster general the certificates for

the arrears of pay due to the said officers and soldiers,

agreeably to the resolution of the 3d day of November last,

and requested that the appointment of Major Thomas B.

Bowen and Captain Erkurius Beatty, who have been chosen

by the oflBcers of the fine of Pensylvania, to act as agents

for the whole line of that State, may be confirmed.

Resolved, That the said appointment be, and it is hereby

approved and confirmed.'

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, eleven states as yesterday.

A motion was made by Mr. [Samuel] Hardy, seconded

by Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight,

mentioned be delivered agreeable to the within request, the person giving a
receipt for the same." The letter is in No. 78, X, foUo 467.

On this or an approximate date was read a letter of April 30, from David
Howell inclosing one to him from Richard Dobbs Spaight. It is in No. 78,

XII, folio 307.

This report, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 377.

On this day, as the indorsement states, was read a letter of Joseph Carleton,

dated April 26, 1784. It is in No. 60, folio 57.
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That two commissioners be appointed for negotiating

treaties of commerce, in addition to Mr. Adams, Mr. Frank-

lin and Mr. Jay, now in Europe, to be chosen in such manner
that the commercial interest of the different parts of the

union may be equally attended to.

A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by
Mr. [William] Ellery, to postpone that motion, in order to

take into consideration the report of the committee on the

reduction of the civil Ust, which is as follows:

The conunittee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh] WiUiamson, Mr.
[Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. [James] Tilton, Mr. [Thomas] Jeffer-

son and Mr. [James] McHenry, appointed to consider what
reductions may be made in the civU list, have agreed to the

following resolutions:

That the following offices be discontinued, to wit: The
charge des affaires at the Court of Madrid, whose salary

is 4444 dollars. Agent at the Hague, 920 dollars. Second

under secretary of foreign affairs, 700 dollars. The Secretary

of the war office, 1000 dollars. Agent of marine 1500 dollars.

Paymaster, 1000 dollars. Commissary of prisoners, 1200

dollars. The assistant to the Superintendant of finance, 1850

dollars. Three clerks in the office of finance, meaning that

three shall remain, 1500 dollars. One clerk to the Comp-
troller, 500 dollars. Two auditors, 2000 dollars. One
Chaplain, 400 dollars. The establisliment of a jaU, 1338^
dollars; doorkeeper to Congress, 400 dollars, whereby an
annual saving wdU accrue to the United States of 18,752 J^
dollars.

That the following salaries may be reduced, by taking

from the allowances heretofore established, the following

sums: The Superintendant of finance, 2000 dollars. The
three foreign ministers each, IIIIV9 dollars, 3333 J^ dollars,

whereby an annual saving will accrue to the United States
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of 5333 J^ dollars: That instead of the annual salary here-

tofore allowed to the judges of the court of appeals, they

be allowed, on every special occasion wherein they shall be

called on, the sum of 14 dollars each for every day they shall

sit in court, and the same for every day necessarily employed

in traveUing to and from court.

On the question to postpone for the purpose above-

mentioned, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [David]

Howell,

New Hampshire,
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New Hampshire,
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So the question was lost.

A motion was then made by Mr. [Samuel] Hardy, seconded

by Mr. [Thomas] Stone,

That one commissioner be appointed, in addition to

Mr, Adams, Mr. Franklin and Mr. Jay, for the purpose of

negotiating treaties of commerce.

A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by

Mr. [John] Beatty, to postpone that motion, in order to

take up the following:

That the interests of the United States do not require

that more than three ministers plenipotentiary should be

supported in Europe, to negotiate treaties of commerce.

On this question the previous question was moved by

the State of Virginia, seconded by the State of North Caro-

lina; and on the question to agree to the previous question,

the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [John] Beatty,

New Hamfshire,
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A motion was then made by Mr. [William] EUery, seconded

by Mr. [Roger] Sherman, to postpone the motion of Mr.

[Samuel] Hardy, to take up a motion to the same effect,

with one which was made by them, on the 27 of March last,

and which was referred to a committee, and not yet reported

on.

On this a question of order was moved, whether, when a

motion has been made, and that motion has been referred to

a committee, it be in order to make or to move to postpone,

in order to take up a motion to the same effect, before the

committee have reported or been discharged

The President determined it was not in order.

An appeal was made to the house by Mr. [William] EUery,

and on the question, shall the decision of the President be

reversed; the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [WiUiam]

Ellery,

New Hampshire,
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On the question, shall the proposition for which the

motion is made to postpone, and which has been declared

not to be in order, be entered on the Journal the yeas and

nays being required by Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight,

New HampsTiire,



348 Journals of Congress

Pennsylvania,
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the petitioner the sum of three hundred dollars, as a relief in his

present distressed situation.*

THURSDAY, MAY 6, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, eleven states as yesterday.

A motion was made by Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, seconded

by Mr. [David] Howell,

That from the first day of August next, the salary of a

Minister of the United States at a foreign Court, shall not

exceed 9000 dollars per annum.

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Beatty, seconded by
Mr. [Roger] Sherman, to strike out 9000 and insert eight

thousand: And on the question to agree to this, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. [John] Beatty,

New Hampshire,
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On the question to agree to the motion as amended, the

yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Richard Dobbs]

Spaight,

Pennsylvania,

ay Mr. MifHin,

Montgomery,
Hand,

ay Maryland,

Mr. Stone,

Chase,

ay Virginia,

Mr. Hardy,

Mercer,
ay Lee,

Monroe,
North Carolina,

ay Mr. Williamson,

Spaight,

South Carolina,

ay Mr. Read,

Beresford, no J

There being only seven states in the affirmative,

A question was moved by Mr. [John Francis] Mercer,

seconded by Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight,

Is the proposition on which the question was just taken

for reducing the salaries of our foreign ministers from eleven

thousand one hundred and eleven to eight thousand dollars

per annimi, for each minister, a proposition which requires

the assent of nine states? ^

When this question was about to be put, the yeas and
nays being required by Mr. [Richard Dobbs] Spaight, the

determination thereof was postponed till to-morrow, by the

State of New York.^

New Hampshire,
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On motion of Mr. [Samuel] Hardy, seconded by Mr.
[Elbridge] Gerry,

Resolved, That the President write to the supreme execu-

tive of the State of Delaware, informing them that there

are subjects of considerable importance, which demand the

immediate attendance of their delegates in Congress, which

much necessarily be postponed unless they come forward

without delay. Congress having determined to adjourn on

the 3d day of June next.

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh]

Williamson, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, and Mr. [Samuel] Hardy,

to whom was referred a memorial of Captain Peter Perit;

That it is represented by Captain Perit and the facts are sup-

ported by respectable evidence, that in April, 1776, said Perit

having the command of a company in Coll. Webb's regiment at New
York, was ordered by the Com^ in Chief to take command of the

armed Sloop Hester with a detachment from the regiment. That
he continued on board said Sloop from 24!" April 'till the 24-" of Au-
gust when he was ordered with his detachment to join Col Knox's

ArtUlery at Fort Washington, where he was made a prisoner on the

reduction of the Post, suffering the loss of his accounts. That he con-

tinued in Captivity 'till Sepf, 1778, when he was exchanged. That
he has not during his captivity or since that time received any other

wages than old Continental money at the nominal value. That
neither himself nor his detachment have received any extra pay
for their services on board the Armed vessel nor have his company
received any pay from 16?'' Nov?, 1776, to the 5*" Jan^, 1777, when
they were exchanged. On which your Committee submit the

following Resolves:

Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is recommended to the

State of Connecticut, to make up to Peter Perit and Joseph

Hull, lately officers in the service of the United States, the

depreciation of pay according to their respective ranks, from

the 16th day of November, 1776, to the time of their return

from captivity, to be charged to account of the United

States.
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That in settling the accounts of Peter Perit

Hull, they bo aovcrally allowed one ycaf^s pay from the

bcBidcs the yoay^s pay to which ho4i3 entitled ac

cording to the Act of 22nd May^ 1770, and that he also bo

allowed , besides the pay to which he may be entitled ac-

cording to the acts of the 24 of November, 1778, the 22 of

May, 1779, and of the 26 May, 1781, on his return from

captivity, he be allowed such extra pay for himself and party

for the term of four months, in which they served on board

the armed sloop Hester, as shall amount to the excess of pay
in the sea service above that by land. That pay be also

allowed for his company from the 16 of November, 1776, to

the 7 January, 1777. And whereas the said P. Perit, has

produced evidence that no extra pay has been allowed to

his party in the first case, nor has any pay been made his

company in the second, that he be allowed in consideration

of the loss of his papers at the time he was taken prisoner, to

confirm the several musters by his oath.^

FRIDAY, MAY 7, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, eleven states as yesterday.

The question being taken on the question which was
yesterday postponed by the State of New York.

New Hampshire,
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Pennsylvania,.
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A motion was then made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, sec-

onded by Mr. [Hugh] Wilhamson, to strike out the word
"eight," and insert the word "nine:" And on the question

to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays being required

by Mr. [James] Wadsworth,

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

So it was resolved in the affirmative.

On the question to agree to the resolution as amended,

Resolved, That from the first day of August next, the salary

of a Minister of the United States at a foreign court, shall not

exceed nine thousand doUars per annum.

A motion was then made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded

by Mr. [Samuel] Hardy, that Congress proceed in the order

of the day, to the election of Secretary for foreign Affairs.

A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by

Mr. [William] Ellery, to postpone that business, in order to

take up the following;

New EampsMre,
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That from the first day of August next, the salary of a

Secretary for foreign affairs, shall not exceed three thousand

dollars per annum.

And on the question to postpone for the purpose above-

mentioned, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [David]

Howell,

New Hampshire,

Mr. Foster,

Blanchard,

Massachusetts,

Mr. Gerry,

Partridge,

Rhode Island,

Mr. EUery,

Howell,

Connecticut,

Mr. Sherman,

Wadsworth,

New York,

Mr. De Witt,

Paine,

New Jersey,

Mr. Beatty,

no '< no

no 1

no } no

no

ay

ay

no

no

Pennsylvania,

Mr. Mifflin,

Montgomery,
Hand,

Maryland,

Mr. Stone,

Chase,

Virginia,

Mr. Hardy,

Mercer,

Monroe,

North Carolina,

Mr. Williamson,

Spaight,

South Carolina,

Mr. Read,

Beresford,

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

> no

no

>no

no
f
no

no I

no

no

no

Dick, no I

So it passed in the negative.

Thereupon, Congress proceeded to the election, and being

this day informed by a letter of the 9 of March last, from

the hon. Dr. Franklin, that the hon? Mr. J. Jay, proposed

to embark for America, in the month of April, and this in-

formation corresponding with the intelligence communi-

cated to Congress by Mr. Jay himself, in his letters of last

year, Mr. Jay was put in nomination; and, the ballots being

taken.

The hon.' Mr. John Jay was elected Secretary for foreign

affairs, having been previously nominated by Mr. [Elbridge]

Gerry.
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On motion of Mr. [Samuel] Hardy, seconded by Mr.

[Elbridge] Gerry,

J.lVaUi

Resolved, That a minister plenipotentiary be appointed, in

addition to Mr. John Adams and Mr. Benjamin Franklin,

for the purpose of negotiating treaties of Commerce.

Congress proceeded to the election, and the ballots being

taken, Mr. Thomas Jefferson was elected, having been pre-

viously nominated by Mr. [Samuel] Hardy.^

An ordinance for ascertaining the mode of locating and

disposing of lands in the west territory, and for other pur-

poses therein mentioned, being reported by a committee,

consisting of Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr. [Hugh] William-

son, Mr. [David] Howell, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry and Mr.

[Jacob] Read, appointed for that purpose, was read a first

time.

Ordered, That Monday" next be assigned for the second

reading.

Ordered, That Tuceday-ncst bo assigned for a occond

reading.

The grand committee, consisting of Mr. [Thomas] Jeffer-

son, Mr. [Jonathan] Blanchard, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, Mr.

[David] Howell, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Charles] De
Witt, Mr. [Samuel] Dick, Mr. [Edward] Hand, Mr. [Thomas]

Stone, Mr. [Hugh] Williamson and Mr. [Jacob] Read, to

whom was referred a motion of the delegates of Massachu-

' To this point the proceedings for the day were also entered in the manu-

script Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs.
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setts, to revise the institution of the treasury department,

and report such alterations as they may think proper,

reported the draught of an ordinance, wliich was read a

first time.

Ordered, That Tuesday next be assigned for a second

reading.

On the report of the committee, to whom was re-

committed their report on sundry letters from the minis-

ters of the United States in Europe, Congress came to

the following resolutions: ^

Whereas instructions, bearing date the 29th day of

October, 1783, were sent to the ministers plenipoten-

tiary of the United States of America at the Court of

Versailles empowered to negotiate a peace, or to any

one or more of them, for concerting drafts or proposi-

tions for treaties of amity and commerce with the Com-
mercial powers of Europe:

Resolved, That it wiW. be advantageous to these United

States to conclude such Treaties with Russia, the Court

of Vienna, Prussia, Denmark, Saxony, Hamburg, Great

Britain, Spain, Portugal, Genoa, Tuscany, Rome, Naples,

Venice, Sardinia and the Ottoman Porte.

Resolved, That in the formation of these treaties the

following points be carefully stipulated:

1. That each party shall have a right to carry their

own produce, manufactures and merchandize, in their

own bottoms to the ports of the other; and thence to

take the produce and merchandize of the other, paying,

in both cases, such duties only as are paid by the most

favoured nation, freely where it is freely granted to

' Beginning with this paragraph, the proceedings for the rest of the day were

entered only in tlie manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs, in Secret Journal,

No. 4, and in Secret Journal, No. 6, Vol. III.
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such nation, or paying the compensation, where such

nation does the same.^

Motion of Mr Gerry, 1784.

That each party shall have a right to carry their own produce, manufactures

and merchandize in their own bottoms to the ports of the other; and thence

to take the produce and merchandize of the otiier paying in both cases such

duties only as shall consist with the most perfect reciprocity that is, that we
shall haYO a right they shall pay in our ports as high duties and impositions

as we pay in theirs; or if thio cannot be obtained then, that each party ohall pay

on ito cxporto and im porta to and from the porto of the other ouch dutico only ao

arc paid - by the Dubjccto thereof, or if thio ohould fail, then ouch dutico and impooi

tiono ao arc paid by the moot favoured nation.

2. That with the nations holding territorial posses-

sions in America, a direct and similar intercourse be

admitted between the United States and such posses-

sions; or if tliis cannot be obtained, then a direct and

a similar intercourse between the United States and

certain free ports within such possessions; that if this

neither can be obtained, permission be stipulated to

bring from such possessions, in their own bottoms, the

produce and merchandize thereof to these states directly;

and for these states to carry in their own bottoms their

produce and merchandize to such possessions directly.

3. That these United States be considered in all such

treaties, and in every case arising under them, as one

nation upon the principles of the federal Constitution.

4. That it be proposed, though not indispensably

required, that if war should hereafter arise between the

two contracting parties, the merchants of either country,

then residing in the other, shall be allowed to remain

nine months to collect their debts and settle their

affairs, and may depart freely, carrying off all their

effects without molestation or hindrance; and all

1 The following, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 383:
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fishermen, all cultivators of the earth, and all artisans or

manufacturers, unarmed and inhabiting unfortified

towns, villages or places, who labour for the common

subsistence and benefit of mankind, and peaceably-

following then- respective employments, shall be allowed

to continue the same, and shall not be molested by the

armed force of the enemy, in whose power, by the events

of war, they may happen to fall; but if any thing is

necessary to be taken from them for the use of such

armed force, the same shall be paid for at a reasonable

price; and all merchants and traders exchanging the

products of different places, and thereby rendering the

necessaries, conveniences and comforts of human Ufe

more easy to obtain and more general, shall be allowed

to pass free and unmolested; and neither of the con-

tracting powers shall grant or issue any commission to

any private armed vessels empowering them to take

or destroy such trading ships, or interrupt such com-

merce.

5. And in case either of the contracting parties shall

happen to be engaged in war with any other nation, it

be farther agreed, in order to prevent all the difficulties

and misunderstandings that usually arise respecting the

merchandize heretofore called contraband, such as

arms, ammunition and military stores of all kinds, that

no such articles carrying by the ships or subjects of

one of the parties to the enemies of the other, shall on

any account, be deemed contraband, so as to induce

confiscation and a loss of property to Individuals.

Nevertheless, it shall be lawful to stop such ships, and

detain them for such length of time as the Captors may

think necessary to prevent the inconvenience or damage

that might ensue from their proceeding on their voyage,
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paying, however, a reasonable compensation for the

loss such arrest shaU occasion to the proprietors; and
it shall further be allowed to use, in the service of the

Captors, the whole or any part of the Mihtary Stores so

detained, paying the owners the full value of the same
to be ascertained by the current price at the place of

its destination. But if the other contracting party wUl
not consent to discontinue the confiscation of contra-

band goods, then that it be stipulated, that if the master

of the vessel stopped will deUver out the goods charged

to be contraband, he shall be admitted to do it, and

the vessel shall not in that case be carried into any port,

but shall be allowed to proceed on her voyage.

6. That in the same case, where either of the con-

tracting parties shall happen to be engaged in war with

any other power, all goods not contraband belonging to

the Subjects of that other power, and shipped in the

bottoms of the party hereto, who is not engaged in the

war, shall be entirely free. And that to ascertain what

shall constitute the blockade of any place or port, it

shall be understood to be in such predicament, when
the assailing power shall have taken such a station as

to expose to imminent danger any ship or ships that

would attempt to sail in or out of the said port; and

that no vessel of the party who is not engaged in the

said war shall be stopped without a material and well-

groimded cause; and in such cases justice shall be

done, and an indemnification given, without loss of

time to the persons aggrieved and thus stopped without

sufficient cause.

7. That no rights be stipulated for aUens to hold

real property within these States, this being utterly in-

admissible by their several laws and poUcy; but where

on the death of any person holding real estate within
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the territories of one of the contracting parties, such

real estate would by their laws descend on a Subject

or Citizen of the other, were he not disqualified by
aUenage, there he shall be allowed a reasonable time

to dispose of the same, and withdraw the proceeds

without molestation.

8. That such treaties be made for a term not ex-

ceeding ten years from the exchange of ratifications.

9. That these instructions be considered as supple-

mentary to those of October 29, 1783; and not as

revoking, except where they contradict them. That
where, in treaty with a particular nation, they can

procure particular advantages, to the specification of

which we have been unable to descend, our object in

these instructions having been to form outUnes only,

and general principles of treaty with many nations, it

is our expectation they will procure them, though not

pointed out in these instructions; and where they may
be able to form treaties on principles which in their

judgment wiU be more beneficial to the United States

than those herein directed to be made their basis, they

are permitted to adopt such principles. That as to

the duration of the treaties, though we have proposed

to restrain them to the term of ten years, yet they

are at hberty to extend the same as far as fifteen

years with any nation which may pertinaciously insist

thereon. And that it will be agreeable to us to have

supplementary treaties with France, the United Nether-

lands and Sweden, which may bring the treaties we
have entered into with them as nearly as may be to the

principles of those nov/ directed; but that this be not

pressed, if the proposal should be foimd disagreeable.

Resolved, That treaties of amity, or of amity and
commerce, be entered into with Morocco, and the re-
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gencies of Algiers, Tunis and Tripoly, to continue for

the same term of ten years, or for a term as much
longer as can be procured.

That our ministers to be commissioned for treating

with foreign nations make known to the emperor of

Morocco the great satisfaction which Congress feel from

the amicable disposition he has shewn towards these

states, and his readiness to enter into aUiance with them.

That the occupations of the war and distance of our

situation have prevented our meeting his friendship so

early as we wished. But the powers are now delegated

to them for entering into treaty with him, in the execu-

tion of which they are ready to proceed. And that as

to the expences of his minister, they do therein what is

for the honor and interest of the United States.

Resolved, That a commission be issued to Mr. J.

Adams, Mr. B. Franklin and Mr. T. Jefferson, giving

powers to them, or the greater part of them, to make
and receive propositions for such treaties of amity and
Commerce, and to negotiate and sign the same, trans-

mitting them to Congress for their final ratification;

and that such commission be in force for a term not

exceeding two years.

The committoc to whom was referred the within memorial of Lieu

tenant Colonel Ilem'j B. Livingaton submit the following reaolution.

Bceolvcd, That Lieutenant Colonel Hcnr}'^ B. Livingston ahall not

be affected by the resolution of Congress of the 31 of December,

1781) with -respoot to any ranlc or emolument that ho might other

wise have been entitled to, he being then absent in Europe by
gpeoial permission of Congress.

The Committee consisting of M' [Roger] Sherman, M' [John]

Beaty and M"' [Samuel] Dicke, to whom was referred the memorial
of L5 Colonel Henry B. Livingston of the 14*'' February, 1784,

shewing that by permission of Congress in October 1779 he went to

Europe with M"' Jay and was employed as his private secretary for
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which he neither received nor asked any pay, that he was absent when

the Resolution of Congress of the 31°' December 1781 respecting the

discharge of certain officers there in described, praying that he may
not be affected by the said Resolution.

Submit the following resolution.

That Lieutenant Colonel Henry B. Livingston be entitled con-

sidered as being in scrviec and Lt. Colonel in the pay of the United

States ag -Licutcnant Colonel until the time he returned home from

Europe any thing in the resolution of Congress of the 3P' of De-

cember 1781 to the contrary notwithstanding.*

The Com"''* of the week [Mr. Samuel Dick, Mr. Edward Hand
and Mr. Jonathan Blanchard] report, that the application of Mr.

Benjamin Harwood for pay, for signing Continental money be read

in Congress.^

MONDAY, MAY 10, 1784.

Congress assembled: Present, eleven states as before.

The Committee of the Week [Mr. Samuel Dick, Mr. Edward
Hand and Mr. Jonathan Blanchard] report on the Application of

the Officers, Marines & Mariners lately on board the Continental

Ship Alliance for prize money due be referred to the Agent of Marine

to report.'

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 19, III, folio 601. Committee Book, No. 186, says it was

made on this day. The report stricken out is indorsed on the memorial and ia

in No. 42, IV, folio 350. See ante, March 31.

' This report, in the writing of Jonathan Blanchard, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 41, IV, folio 223. It was presented on this or an

approximate date. The memorial, the indorsement states, was referred to Mr.

[Edward] Hand, Mr. [Thomas] Stone and Mr. [Ephraim] Paine. See post,

May 14, 1784. The memorial is on folio 220.

' This report, in the writing of Jonathan Blanchard, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 32, folio 559. The indorsement indicates that it was

presented this day.

On this day, as the indorsement indicates, a petition of Zebulon Butler and

others was referred to Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr. [William] EUery and Mr.

[Hugh] Williamson. Committee Book, No. 186, shows that the committee

was renewed May 28. The petition is in No. 42, I, folios 298-305.

Also, the remonstrance of Sheaqashub Bourne, dated Annapolis, May 6,

1784, was ordered to be filed with the other papery relative to the case of the

brig Lusannah. It is in No. 44, folio 233.
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The Cominittee of the Week [Mr. Samuel Hardy, Mr. Hugh
Williamson and Mr. Kichard Dobbs Spaight] report that the memo-
rial of Samuel Prentice late a Lieutenant Colonel in the Connecticut

line be read in Congress.*

[Motion of Delegates of New York, May 10?", 1784, referred to the

Grand Committee of 27?" March, 1784.]

Mr President.

I move that the allowance per Cent, given to the Continental re-

ceivers of taxes in the United States be abolished, and that a specific

annual salary adequate to their respective services be allowed if in

the opinion of Congress it shall be deemed necessary to continue such

officers.^

The Committee of the week [Mr. Samuel Dick, Mr. Edward Hand
and Mr. Jonathan Blanchard] report that the petition of John
Franklin be read in Congress.^

Committee of the week [Mr. David Howell, Mr. James Monroe
and Mr. Abiel Foster] to whom this petition [of Dirk Van Ingen]

was referred report that it be read in Congress.^

' This report, in the writing of Richard Dobbs Spaight, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 78, XVIII, folio 518. Prentiss's letter is on folio 517.

The indorsement shows that it was referred on May 10, 1784, to Mr. [Edward]

Hand, Mr. [Thomas] Stone and Mr. [Ephraim] Paine. A report was made May 18.

See post, May 18.

' This report, in the writing of Charles Do Witt, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 36, II, folio 381. See post, May 17.

' This report, in the writing of Edward Hand, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 42, III, foUo 100. Franklin's petition, dated May 8, 1784, is on
folio 97. It was referred to Mr. [Edward] Hand, Mr. [Roger] Sherman and Mr.
[John] Beatty on this day. Conmiittee Book, No. 186, says the Committee
reported May 18.

On this day, as the indorsement states, was read a petition of officers and
mariners belonging to the frigate Alliance and a copy transmitted to the Super-

intendent of Finance. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42,

VI, folios 101-104.

* This report, in the writing of Thomas Stone, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 42, VIII, folio 54. Van Ingen's petition, dated Schenectady,

February 12, 1784, is on folio 53. The petition, according to the indorsement,

was read May 10, 1784. Despatch Book No. 185 states that the petition was
received May 10. The committee of the week reported on this or an approx-

mate date.
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